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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Second part of this work, containing Sailing Directions for 
the South-west, West, and North-west coasts of Ireland, in con- 
tinuation of the First part published in 1866, has been compiled 
from the various Admiralty Surveys. 

The coast from Mizen head to Valentia was surveyed by Com- 
manders Wolfe and Church, 1849-64 ; from Valentia to Ker»^ head 
by Commanders Beechey, Chui*ch, and Edye, and G. F. McDougall, 
Master, RN., 1856-60; the river Shannon by Commander 
Wolfe, 1841-46 ; from the Shannon to Clew bay by Commander 
G. A Bedford, 1844-61 ; Clew bay and the intervening coast to 
Killala bay by Commander R. B. Beechey, 1850 ; from Killala bay 
to Malin head by Captain G. A Bedford, 1851-57. 

The whole has been corrected to the present time fi'om the latest 
information. 

G. H. R 

Hydrographio Office, Admiralty, London, 

May 1868. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SOUTH-WEST COAST, FROM MIZEN HEAD TO THE BLASKET ISLANDS. 

Yabiation in 1868. 

Bantry Bay, Bearhaven 85° 45' W., Valentia 26'' 10' W.. decreasing 6 to 7 minutes 

annually. 



The south-west coast of Ireland, of in*egular broken aspect, and 
indented by several deep bays and estuaries, is exposed to the full violence 
of the prevailing westerly gales, and is often obscured by mist and haze, 
necessitating great watchfulness to ensure its safe navigation. Its head- 
lands, fringed with outlying rocks and islands, have deep water close home 
to them, and but few hidden dangers, and its deep inlets abound in safe 
anchorages, generally easy of access. Its tides are weak, seldom exceed* 
ing a knot an hour in the ofRng, and varying in direction with the prevail- 
ing wind. 

Vessels bound coastwise must pay particular attention to the indications 

of the weather, and not risk encountering a winter's gale at sea, but on 

the first appearance of a change seek the shelter of a harbour, for which 

purpose the charts published by the Admiralty will generally be found a 
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CHAP. I] DUNMANUS BAY. 3 

and that a third anchor whould be ready with a good liaweer to giT« gup- 
port in any direction required. The high square ruined castle at the head 
of the harbour is a remarkable object when sailing up the bay. 

CASBBST zs&iurD and BBBAKBB. — Carbery island, tlie western- 
most of three small islets lying near the middle of Dunmanus bay, is 49 
feet high, and aifords pasture for a few sheep and cattle. Outlying rocks 
extend a cable from its low nigged western end, and beyond these lies the 
dangerous reef called Carbery breaker, with from 8 to 14 feet water at 
nearly 3 cables W.N.W. from the island. The gap in Cushlawn mountain, 
open north of Carbery island, E. by S. | S., leads to the northward of the 
reef. Kilcrohan poiht in line with the white Koman Catholic chapel at the 
holy ground, N. ^ E., leads to the westward of it. Kilcrohan point is not 
easily made out by a stranger. 

There is a good clear passage to the inner paa*t of the bay, three-quarters 
of a mile wide, between Carbery island and the north shore, but between it 
and the south shore there is only a ujarrow and intricate channel. 

From Cai'bery island to Dri^hane point, 2 miles to the eastward, the 
south shore is foul a quarter of a mile off, to the eastward of this it is steep- 
to and clear of danger as fai* as Dunbeacon cove, when it again becomes 
fouL Dunbeacon castle, a ruin on the east side of the cove, is a veiy con- 
spicuous object, beyond it a rath or ancient fort will be seen on the low 
cliffy shore, abreast of this the foul ground extends 2 cables off. 

On the north shore, the first point that attracts attention when running 
up the bay, is Dooneen point, a low rocky projection 5 miles to the east- 
ward -of Sheep head, and clear of danger. Although it presents a sheltered 
appearance, it would not be prudent for a vessel to anchor on the ea^t side 
of this point, as the water is deep and the bottom foul, but landing can 
easily be effected. 

Point-na-bullig, or Breaker point, the most outstanding point to the east- 
ward of Dooneen point, is low and rocky, with foul ground extending 
nearly a cable to the westward of it. Lord Bandon's tower, in the bight 
on the west side of the point, is a conspicuous object when sailing up the 
bay. Prom this to the eastward the north shore continues moderately 
bold-to as far as Been point, which lies nearly opposite to Dunbeacon 
castle on the south shore. 

Kitchen cove, a rocky inlet, in which smacks and hookers find shelter, 

is nearly midway between Point-na-bullig and Been point, and may be 

easily recognised by some trees near the shore at the bottom of the cove, 

also by a white chapel on the rising ground half a mile east of it. The 

entrance, one and a half cables wide, with 7 and 8 fathoms water, runs 

along the western shore between it and the reefs ^hat occupy the eaatem 

k.1 



MIZZ: r?o y^ 






1 -3 



a2 




• A "'•■i Via i: ?■ irer 



s^.fci *a»:r», Trliii 15 and 






•ur» "T-jiir "v.^i r '3kS2t:m& "»»r-=r. Tbe s 






ij.it "au lA.i.w wrr ;c' 



1 

-* 



ie*i in liie wfih the 
3rSiwi.T T^rween. ft aii#i 
- '*'^-ra^I ^.•■JL :c litf i*:rrh, racr?. ivi^ »s k-w wat»- 
r 1 -:. ^ V "»■ f-m ^«»3fiuT» -xinr. az-i li «bfe* from die 



> r".r a-r rreascT parr T«y siuUov, and 



. k 



.':krue$ vi^, vfth a depth of 
r«T»«iHi Dcc'ca and SLx-fvet 
'2nf i^z'^kii.'t:. :c iz.e r-dcklmd unong some 
r^.^ 4 "*■: V iciir*. ,•:*.-•*£ -Vr£«.-^c_3s icast. wiZ apwar. and being kept 
^ jia: • -•».' •*.ir-::sc V. ?▼ >• j >. ▼"." l-fTic irx^ lae lurbiixzr. A< soon as 
aL-s^^rvvr C*^i ». ti-cv^-^ ji Ts;ri'- -"•Tf-r i3i«? c*s «ic ot llArmion isijuid, a 
»x>«<. tra^r j^k-4«.r T t siricciSw itsSij StKvCS- ITeseels imder 14 feet 
^-v^-2 jn*^ c* a ^^^^ rx-ti-rr T *^T2 ^T:uis&£e. MarphT rocks, on the 
^. • >.».\-., > ; \Arrvr f a 3t ".^ v: ±^ ^asrv^ini of DonNnuroa point, and 
A'»^.>.» % ■•-• ^^v". ^ .. rt" i-.vtOtc :t keepinir Tir«>.point island open of 
l\i r N jKv X . • . S;rci -e^ o: rrov:>ivvn> And stock mar be procored jGnom 
>;^: :^ . " :' k^ ■ ^ctr:. .*r r^^c* J^boereen, 17 miles distant, where there 
> .^>i. > .-^Nivi-^vv^s^ Ar\i '?A:*-k A pleniiml supplv of fresh water maj 
\ vi\v.::^Nl *- :>;• >rrt*<K'.: *r iS' he*d v^r the harbour, or at the Ahankeesta 



li ■< hijrf'. «:«or i:: Pun beacon harbour at full and change at 
jt^ >:rst ; >i*r:r^ r;2!<* U^ tVet. newpis 7| teet. There is scarceJj any 
^^•*:« :it n««m3wms bav. iW Thrvenmstle head, the ebb stream is rerj 
ObK^. ^«^ ^>*^ *^«* ''^^^^ »' SK-^uiret* a rate of three knots at times, causing a 
;*vv v«4t !ho h<^* Ai the di;!'tiuice of half a mile west of the head the 
i» inlluMHHHt br iho (Hvrmiliug winds, those frtxn the south and 



CHAP. I.] BANTRY BAY. 5 

south-west sending it into Bantry bay, and north-west winds sending it 
into Dunmanus bay. 

BZRBOTZOV8, — A vessel seeking shelter in Dunmanus bay against a 
heavy winter gale, may boldly run in, keeping rather on the north shore, 
where she will experience less sea than on the south shore. On making 
Carbery island it will appear to stand nearly in the middle of the bay. 
Steer so as to pass midway between it and the north shore, taking care to 
give Carbery breaker a good berth. On passing this danger, steer up the 
middle of the bay, bringing Three-castle head and Bird island in line with 
the north clifiy point of Carbery island bearing W. J S., then run upon 
the opposite course, E. J N., until abreast of Kitchen cove, where a vessel 
may anchor on the line of the leading marks in 15 fathoms mud, and as 
the holding ground is good, she will, with good ground tackle, safely ride 
out any gale. But if it is thought desirable to gain the more perfect shelter 
of Dunbcacon harbour, continue on an E. | N. course, keeping the above 
marks in line to pass between the Six-feet and Doona rocks, until Dun- 
beacon castle comes in line with Mount Gabriel 8. J E., then alter course 
to E, by 8. J 8., steering for the entrance of Dunbeacon harbour until 
Ilossmore castle appears over the east end of Marmion island, where a 
vessel may anchor in 4 fathoms water or proceed further in, according to 
draught of water. 



lying immediately to the northwai'd of Sheep head is 
easy of access, free from all danger but such uw common prudence will 
serve to avoid, and wtih scai'cely any tidal stream. It is from 3 to 4 
miles in width, and extends into the land about 18 miles in lui easterly 
direction, with depths gradually decreasing from 32 fathoms between 
Sheep head and Bear island, to 14 fathoms at its inner end, over a clean 
bottom of a tenacious description. It is however much exposed to the 
effects of westerly winds, but against these the harbours of Bear haven on 
the north shore, and those of Whiddy and Glengariff near the head of the 
bay, afford perfect security ; and may be resorted to with safety and 
convenience by the largest ships.* 

The south shore of the bay, formed by the Sheep head promontory, 
presents a series of ragged inaccessible precipices, steep-to and free from 
danger. Oflf Gortnakilly, 7 miles to the eastwai-d of the head, and 3 cables 
from the shore, there is a rocky patch with iive fathoms water, on whieli 
tlie sea often ])reaks, to the eastward of this the shore may be approached 
to 1^ cables, until within three-quarters of a mile of Been point when it 
becomes foul with a rock of 9 feet water lying 3 cables off. Drumclogh 
farm, a white building on the shore opposite the west end of Whiddy 
island, kept well open of Been point bearing E. by S. is a good day mark 



See plans of Btntry bay, Noi. 1840 and 1838, scale m»3 inches. 
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CHAP. I] BANTRY BAY. — BEAR HAVEN. 7 

white with a red belt ; and exhibiting hjftxed white light at an elevation 
of 55 feet above high water, visible in clear weather 12 miles, between the 
bearings of W. | N. and S.E. by E. ^ E. 

Roancarrig island is low and rocky, steep-to and clear from danger on 
its south and west sides. A quarter of a mile to the northward of it there 
is a rock called Little Roancarrig, always above water, from which a rocky 
shoal extends half way across to the island. The Deucalia rocks, un- 
covered on last quarter ebb, lie half a mile to the eastward of Roancarrig 
island. The lighthouse in line with Coarrid point, on the north side of 
Bear haven, N.W. by W. ^ W. leads to the southward of them. Bulliga 
ledge, with 12 feet water, lies half a mile north-east of the Deucalia rocks, 
and 3 cables south-east of Bulliga point. There are deep channels between 
these dangers and also between them and the mainland, but ships should 
always endeavour to pass outside them all. 

BBAR BAVSir, formed by the strait that separates Bear island from 
the main, is an excellent harbour, affording shelter for vessels of any size 
against all winds that blow. It is spacious and easy of access^ with good 
holding ground, and from its proximity to the western ocean, and situation 
in a country abounding with many necessary refreshments, is an excellent 
rendezvous for a fleet. Supplies of fresh provisions can be procured at the 
village of Castletown, which stands on the shore of a little creek in the 
north-west angle of the harbour, and water from a rivulet about 2J miles 
to the eastward of it. 

There are two entrances to Bear haven, one round the western end of 
Bear island, and the other from the eastward between Carrigavaddra and 
Roancarrig island. The West entrance, lying between high precipitous 
shores, and only 2 cables wide, is subject to baffling winds and a heavy 
ground swell, and should not therefore be attempted by sailing vessels 
without a leading wind. As in some states of the atmosphere this entrance 
is not easily recognized, a white beacon has been erected on Ardnakinna 
point at the west end of Bear island in order to point it out. The East 
entrance, three-quarters of a mile wide, with from 7 to 17 fathoms water, 
is easy of access, and a vessel may at any time work through it without 
difficulty, as there is very little stream of tide in it. 

Coming in by the East entrance, after rounding Carrigavaddra there is 
no danger in a mid-channel course, until George rock buoy, lying 1 J miles 
to the westward of Lonehort point, is approached. The north side of 
Lonehort point is foul, with 9 feet water only, at 1^ cables from it. 
The opposite shore of the main is also foul, with a bank of 3 to 6 feet water 
stretching 2 cables to the south-east of Carriglea point, and steep-to on its 
outer edge, which must be approached with caution by a ship reaching 
over from Lonehort point. 
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Lawrence cove, 1^ miles to the westward of Lonehort point, is used as an 
anchorage by coasting vessels, its shores are rocky and foul, particularly 
on the east side of the cove, where the Palmer rock with 9 feet water 
extends 1^ cables off. All the houses in Castletown kept open of 
Eeendonegan point clears it. 

OBOSOB Bocx, a small bank of coarse ground, with 4 fathoms water 
over it, and marked by a black buoy, lies near the middle of the haven, 
\\ miles to the westward of Lonehort point, with Curryglass house, on 
the north shore, in line with the west end of the national school house, 
N.E. \ E., and is the only danger in the fair way of navigation at the east 
end of the haven. 

Within the West entrance there are several dangerous rocks lying near 
the mid-channel, rendering the navigation of this part intricate, and difficult 
for sailing vessels. 

BABBOUB Bocx, a pinnacle with 11 feet water over it, lies about 
3 cables inside the narrows of the West entrance, and nearly in mid- 
channel ; a red buoy is moored on its south-east side in 16 feet water. 

co&T Bocxs, uncovered on last quarter ebb, lie about 3^ cables to 
the northward of the Harbour rock, abreast of Dunboy bay ; the fairway 
channel is to the eastward of these rocks, between them 'and Fort point. 
The latter, distinguished by a battery and square block house, is foul to 
nearly a cable off, as is also the shore to the eastward of it as far as Sheep 
island. 

Long point, which extends in a westerly direction fi'om Sheep island, is 
covered at high water, and should not be approached too close ; between 
it and Walter Scott rock on the north side, the channel is not more than 
1"^ cables wide, and is the narrowest and most intricate part of the haven. 
The north side of the haven is here bounded by the Walter Scott, Volage, 
and Hornet rocks. 

iViL&TBB 8COTT BOCX* with 8 feet water over it marked by a white 
buoy moored in 24 feet water, is 2 cables south-west of Dinish island, and 
extends nearly half way across the haven towards Long point. 

vo&AOB BOCX, with 9 feet water over it and marked by a white buoy, 
is three-quarters of a mile to the eastward of the Walter Scott rock, on the 
outer edge of the foul ground that extends for 1^ cables to the southward 
of Minane island. 

BOBVBT BOCK, with 5 feet water, marked by a black buoy, is two- 
thirds of a mile to the eastward of the Volage rock, and extends one-third 
of the distance across towards the south shore. The fair navigable channel 
is to the southward of these three buoys with depths varying from 7 to 12 
fathoms water. 
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Inside Dinish island is the little harbour of Castletown with from 7 to 
15 feet at low water, where small craft lie in great secm^ity. The entrance 
at the west end of the island is obstructed by the Sound rock marked by a 
perch, which leaves a naiTow passage on its western side scarcely 100 feet 
wide with 1 1 feet water. The })asHage round the east end of Dinish island 
is fit only for boats. The village of Castletown extends along the north 
shore of the creek. 

ASrcBOlULOS. — The proper anchorage for lai'ge ships is in the eastern 
portion of the haven, between Lonehort point and George rock buoy, in 
from 7 to 10 fathoms water, on a bottom of sand and mud. There is, 
however, nothing to prevent their proceeding to the westwai'd of George 
rock and anchoring anywhere between it and the Hornet rock buoy in 
from o J to 7 fathoms water, taking cai*e not to approach either shore neai*er 
than the depth of 5 fathoms. 

The most convenient anchorage for coasters and small vessels is ofi" 
the western entrance to Castletown harbour in from 4 to 5 fathoms, 
muddy bottom, where supplies are readily procured from the village. 
By keeping the Roman Catholic chapel open of the west end of Dinish 
island they will be to the westward of the Walter Scott rock. The 
best anchorage, however, at the west end of the haven is to the south-east 
of Dinish island, about the middle of the channel, in 9 to 1 1 fathoms water. 

TZDB8. — It is high water at Castletown on full and change at 4h. 14m. 
Springs rise 9f feet ; neaps, 7^ feet. The stream flows through both 
channels into Bear haven. In the narrows of the west entrance it runs 
2 knots on springs, but in the cast entrance not more than half a knot. 

BZRBCTZOVS. — The objects that lirst present themselves when approach- 
ing Bantry bay from the south-west, ai*e the mountains on the Dursey 
promontory forming its northern shore. Knockoura, the first of these, is a 
long detached table mountain 1600 feet high ; next, to the eastward of it, is 
Miskuch, dome-shaped, and 1262 feet high. Hungry hill, 2181 feet high 
with a pile or pyi'amid on its summit, is a conspicuous landmark, and being 
brought to bear E. by N. ^ N. will lead to the West entrance of Bear haven. 
Bear island, standing in front of these mountains, is generally very indis- 
tinctly defined. On a nearer approach, however, the lowers that crown 
its summits will assist in identifying it. When nearly abreast of Sheep 
head Roancarrig lighthouse will come into view, appearing very much like 
a cutter under sail. Ships running for the West entrance to Bear haven 
must be careful not to mistake for it the little inlet of Pulleen. The pitch 
of Mizen head, nearly shut in with Three-castle head, serves as a guide 
to it, and the white beacon on Ardnakinna point distinctly marks its 
situation. The West entrance possesses tho great advantage that it 
carries small vessels direct to their mopt convenient anc'i'^iag(* off 
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Castletown harbour. Sailing vessels, however, most not attempt it without 
the tide in their favour, and the wind blowing steadily between Sooth and 
W. by S. ^ 8. Those which blow from between E.N.E. and N.W. by N. 
are leading winds to sea. With the wind from any other quarter it i« 
sure to baffle, leaving the vessel at the mercy of a ground swell in a narrow 
channel. 

The Union workhouse near Castletown, with Brandy hall, are con- 
spicuous objects viewed through the West entrance ; the latter, kept its 
apparent breadth open of the west point of Dinish island, leads to the east- 
ward of the Harbour rock in 4^ fathoms water, and to the anchorage for 
small vessels off the entrance to Castletown harbour. 

The East entrance is readily distinguished by the lighthouse on Boan- 
earring island, which, being brought to bear E. by N., or E. by N. ^ N., 
may be steered for clear of all danger. By night a good look-out must be 
kept for the breakers on Carrigavaddra rock, where the lighthouse ought 
to be placed. K the breakers are not seen, vessels are liable to run so far 
to leeward, Jp order to clear the rocks, as to be unable to gain the shelter of 
Lonehort point. 

Working in or out, a stranger must not attempt to pass to the northward 
of Roancarrig island, stand towards Lonehort point as well as the shore 
opposite with caution. When well within the point, a large ship may 
anchor with the light beaiing E.S.E. Small vessels find a more conve- 
nient berth off Lawrence cove, taking care to avoid the Palmer rock by 
keeping all the houses in Castletown open of Reendonegan point until the 
martello tower, No. 2, bears South, or, by night, not coming into less than 
5^ fathoms water. 

A disabled ship arriving off the East entrance with westerly or north- 
westerly winds, might not be able to gain a safe anchorage inside Lone- 
hort point from the difficulty she would experience in determining when 
she might round in clear of Carrigavaddra rocks. Under these cir- 
cumstances the anchorages of Glengariff and Whiddy harbour desei've 
attention, as they are both easily accessible with these winds, so far at 
least as to gain shelter, more especially the latter, towards which the light 
on Roancarrig island serves as an excellent leading mark. 

ABRXOOXiB BARBOUS, lying 1^ miles to the eastward of Roancarrig 
lighthouse, is of small extent and only adapted for vessels of 10 feet 
draught. Orthon island, in the middle of the harbour, is surrounded by 
sunken rocks ; the deep water channel is between it and the east shore. 
Small vcHsols working down the bay may stop for a night outside the 
entrance in 7 or 8 fathoms, with the harbour open, and Roancarrig light 
well open of BuUiga point. Standing in for this anchorage, be careful to 
avoid BuUiga ledge, with 2 fathoms water, lying 3 cables to the south-east 
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of Boliiga point ; also a rock awash that lies uearly half a mile to the 
eastward of the harbour and 1-^ cables from the shore.* 

To the eastwai'd of Shot head the shore is bold to and clear of danger 
as far as Sheelane island, a rocky islet with foul ground extending a cable 
from its southern and eastern sides. There is a deep channel inside Shee- 
lane island, a cable wide, which may be used in case of necessity. 

Cowler rocks, chiefly above water, lie three-quartei-s of a mile to the 
eastward of Sheelane island, and extend 3 cables ti'om the shore with 7 and 
8 fathoms close to them, A rocky creek, called Coolieragh harbour, lies 
immediately to the northward of. and is partially sheltered by the Cowler 
rocks. The best water, 3 to 4 fathoms, is along its western shore ; the 
east side is full of rocks. 

From hence to the eastward to Crowdy point, at the entrance of Glen- 
gariff harbour, the shore is fronted by a few outlying rocks, but is quite 
clear at the distance of a cable and steep-to. 

a&BsraAKxrr BAJtBomt, famed for its scenic beauty, is on the north 
side of Bantry bay, opposite to Whiddy island, and presents two good 
anchorages, an inner and an outer ; the former, sheltered by the island of 
East Garinish and its outlying rocks, affords perfect security against all 
winds and sea, and will accommodate several vessels of from 20 to 25 feet 
draught, and many more of a smaller class. The outer harbour affords 
good summer anchorage in from 7 to 11 fathoms, with room for three or 
four large ships. Supplies of* fresh beef and vegetables can be procured 
frQm Bantry, and good water from a rivulet near Glengariff castle. Crowdy 
and Reenvalig points on the west side of the entrance are steep-to. Carrig- 
buy rock, 2 cables to the northward of the latter, is foul to nearly 1^ cables 
from the shore. Portuguese rock, with 12 feet water over it, lies N. by E. ;J^ E., 
nearly half a mile from Crowdy point, and 2 cables from the western shore. 
Reenanick point, the west point of Whiddy island, kept open of Crowdy 
point, S.S.W., leads to the eastward of it The south shore of Garinish is 
foul to the distance of a cable, and to the eastward of it, sunken rocks 
extend nearly half way across the narrow channel that leads to the inner 
harbour. The passage at the west' end of Gai'inisli is fit for boats 
only. 

The western and northern shores of the inner harbour are shallow, with 
several detached rocks and islets lying around them. Vessels entering 
this hai'bour must keep towards the eastern shore to avoid the sunken rocks 
extending into the channel from Garinish island. Reenanick point, in line 
with Gun point, leads close to the edge of these, and will also clear a rocky 
ledge lying in the bight on the north side of Gun point. When Glengai'iff 



* See Plans of Bantry bay, Sheet 2, No. 18S6, scale ma>3 inches. 
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castle, on the east shore, opens into view, a vessel will be to the northward 
of the rocks extending from Garinish, and may haul over to the westward, 
and anchor in from 5^ to 3-^ fathoms, according to draught of water. 

The shore at the head of Bantry bay, lying between Glengariff and 
Whiddy harbours, is generally subject to a heavy swell that breaks with 
great violence over its outlying rocks. Momeen rocks, three-quarters of a 
mile to the southward of Gun point, and a quarter of a mile from the 
shore, are steep-to. The rocky islet, Carrigskye, lying nearly half a mile 
to the southward of Momeen rocks, may be known by its breakers, and 
should not be approached nearer than 3 cables. 

CAST&B BsaAKBR, a detached rock with 13 feet water, lies a quarter 
of a mile from Ardnamanagh point, on the north side of the entrance to 
Whiddy harbour. Dhouse mount (a round-topped hill, 9^ miles inland), 
kept open to the southward of the high-water mark on the shore eastward 
of Ardnamanagh point, bearing E. ^ N., leads to the southward of it. 

IRTBIDBT and BAVT&T BABBOmtS. — Whiddy island, lying opposite 
to Glengariff harbour, and distinguished by three circular redoubts, is of 
moderate elevation, and bold-to on its northern side ; its east point is clear 
of danger, and may be rounded at a cable's distance ; from its west end, 
low reefy rocks, about 4 feet high, extend for half a mile. 

The strait within Whiddy island affords secure and well-sheltered 
anchorage for large ships, but its area is contracted by a number of small 
islands that occupy the middle of the sti^ait. ' The part lying to the north- 
ward of these islands, called Whiddy harbour, is easy of access, and well 
sheltered by Whiddy island Vessels seeking shelter here in westerly gales 
may boldly round Reenavanny point at a cable's distance, and anchor with 
it beaiing from N.W. by W. to W.N.W. at from 2 to 6 cables distant, 
where they will lie in perfect security. 

The east shore of the strait is foul to a cable's distance, and the islands 
are surrounded by foul ground, but there are deep channels between them, 
and also between them and the eastern shore, leading to the southern part 
of the strait known as Bantry harbour. 

Bantry harbour affords security against all winds and sea in from 4 to 5 
fathoms water, on a level muddy bottom ; it has communication with the 
outer bay by a channel to the westward, but a bar of 10 feet water and the 
Cracker rock, with 6 feet water lying just outside the bar, renders the 
western passage unfit for any but very small vessels. The best approach to 
Bantry harbour is from the northward, by the channel between the islands 
and the east shore, which is 1^ cables wide, with from 6 to 12 fathoms 
water. 

Seliboon rock, with 6 feet water, in the south-east angle of Bantry 
harbour, and a cable distant from the shore, is in the way of small veseek 
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waiting for tide to go in to the quay at Ban try. The injudicious practice 
of throwing ballast overboard has rendered this section of the harbour 
unfit for anchorp.ge. 

Ships may anchor between Horse island (the northernmost island) 
and Chapel island, in 6 fathoms water, or to the eastward of Chapel 
island, with a farm-house on the south shore in line with Bantry house, 
S.S.W. -J W. ; but the best anchorage in Bantry harbour is to the west- 
ward of this line, anywhere to the southward of Chapel island, in 4 or 
5 fathoms water. 

The town of Bantry stands at the head of a little dry creek in the south- 
east angle of the harbour ; population in 1861, 2,444. Fresh beef and 
vegetables can be procured here, and water in the creek to the northward 
of the town at the mouth of Dunnamark river. 

TZDBS. — It is high water in Bantry harbour on full and change nf 
3 h. 47 m. ; springs rise 10 feet ; neaps, 7^ feet. There is little stream 
of tide in Bantry bay ; its greatest velocity, off the west end of Whiddy 
island, is 1-^ knots on springs, and about the same off Blackball head, 
where it occasions a race with the ebb. Off the east end of Whiddy 
island it does not exceed half a knot on springs. 

BZRBCTZOirs. — Vessels wishing to proceed to the harbours at the head 
of Bantry bay, must, from a position half a mile to the southward of lloaii- 
caiTig island, steer E. -^ S. or E. by S. for about four miles, or until abrea.'^t 
of Mehal head, when they may haul more to the northward, until th<» 
lighthouse on Roancarrig touches Mehal head, bearing W. | N. The light 
just open south of the head clears Sheelane island, and leads to Reena- 
vanny point, the east extreme of Whiddy island. 

If it is intended to anchor in Glengariff bay, on "passing Sheelane island, 
steer E. by N., until the martello tower on East Garinish island opens ; 
then bring it to bear N. by E., and steer towards it until Corrid point bears 
W. I S., or Sheelane island is shut in, when a vessel may anchor in 
1 1 fathoms, or she may go further to the northward, until within a quarter 
of a mile of Garinish island, and anchor with the tower on the same line of 
bearing, in from 9 to 8 fathoms water. 

If bound to Whiddy or Bantry harbour, keep Roancarrig lighthouse just 
in sight, to the southward of Mehal head, steering about E. | S. At night 
this will be found a most useful mark, leading a little more than a cable 
to the northward of Reenavanny point, which is quite clear of danger, 
and may be rounded at half that distance ; immediately on passing it, 
haul over to the eastward, and anchor as before directed. 

To proceed from Whiddy harbour into Bantiy harbour, be careful 
to give the foul ground around Horse island a good berth, Newtown 
house just shutting in behind Gurteenroe point, clears its north-east edge 
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three-quarters of a mile to the westward of the Gull rock, to which a good 
berth must always be given, as the tide runs strongly past it, and Inneaks 
heavily over the rocky bottom around. The passages between these islets, 
and between them and Dursey head, may be taken in fine weather, but 
should not be attempted in foggy or stormy weather. 

TlBiL& STRBAM8. — ^It is high water at the entrances to Bantry bay 
and Kenmare river at aljout 3 h. 40 m. on full and change. Between 
Dursey head and the islets lying off it, the .stream turns to the northward 
from 3 to 4 hours after high water on the shore, commencing sooner near 
the land ; but the duration and velocity of the stream depends greatly on 
the prevailing wind. Between the Bull and Cow the stream sets north and 
south at the rate of 5 knots ; between the Cow and Calf, N.E. and S.W., 
at the same rate. In Dursey sound it turns about 2^ hours after high 
water by the shore. The south stream sets down upon Crow head, main- 
taining a nan*ow volume, and creating whirls and eddies on each side of its 
course. The northern stream does not attain much strength until it ent-ers 
the narrows, when its maximum rate on springs is 4 knots. 

Tbe COAST on the north side of the Dursey promontory falls back to 
the eastward towards Kenmare river. Between Dursey sound and Cod 
head, situated nearly 3 miles to the eastward, it foims a deep bay, in which 
are two creeks, occasionally resorted to iu summer by coasters : but are 
dangerous for a stranger to approach, as the ground swell frequently rolls 
into them, breaking furiously on the reefs that line the shores. The first of 
these creeks, in the western comer of the bay, derives partial shelter from the 
three small rocky islands of Garinish. Its area is, however, much reduced 
by the Black rock, which lies in the most sheltered part of the bay, and 
uncovers at half tide. 

Bally donegan bay, 2^ miles to the eastward of Garinish, from its 
exposed and dangerous character, would be unworthy of notice, excepting 
to wai*n the seaman against too near an approach to it, were it not the 
shipping port for the produce of the Bear haven copper mines. By the 
help of heavy moorings laid in the eastern bight of the bay, partially 
sheltered fi'om the Atlantic swell by a few outlying rocks, the fine schooners 
belonging to the mining company are enabled to ship their cargoes, but no 
stranger should attempt to go near it. When caught by a north-west 
gale, the schooners have no resom'ce but to ride it out at the moorings, 
the crew escaping in boats, and leaving the vessel to her fate. 

Ballydonegan bay may be easily recognized from the north-west by the 
engine-house chimneys and labourei's' cottages standing on the rising 
ground, backed by the high table mountain Knockom*a. 

Cod head, foiined by a spur from the Knockoura mountain, presents ^ 
rocky sterile appearance, terminating in vertical cliffs from 300 to 350 feet 
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high, and is steep-to, with from 20 to 25 fathoms water, at from 1 to 2 
cables from it. 



ii a deep and narrow inlet on the north side of the 
Dursey promontory, penetrates the land in an easterly direction for a distance 
of 28 miles. Its entrance, between Scariff, or Great Hog island and Dursey 
island, is 7^ miles wide, with from 40 to 44 fathoms water ; but the inlet is 
not fairly entered until abreast of Cod head, between which and Lamb head 
on the north shore it is 4 miles wide, with a general depth of 36 fathoms water. 
Its rocky and indented shores are generally foul, and must be approached 
with caution ; but there is no danger near a mid-channel course until the 
Maiden rock is approached, 18 miles within the entrance. Small vessels 
find shelter in the creeks on each shore, and near the head of the inlet 
there is safe anchorage for large ships, but the difficulty of getting to sea 
again against the prevailing westerly wind, renders it of little value as a 
refuge harbour for sailing vessels. Fresh provisions and water may 
be procured from the town of Kenmare near the head of the inlet, but no 
other supplies.* 

The land about the north side of the entrance, like that on its south side, 
is bold and conspicuous, rising to elevations of from 1300 to 1600 feet. 
Lamb head, forming the western point of the mainland on this side, is 
330 feet high, with some high detached rocks at its base, but no outlying 
danger beyond half a cable. The Hog islands, lying to the westward of 
Lamb head, are remarkably bold and conspicuous objects, and to the 
northward of them. Hog head, of 530 feet elevation, stands out con- 
spicuously from the south side of Ballinskellig bay. 

Boa ZB&iurDS, Scariff or great Hog island, W. by N. ^ N., 4^ miles 
from Lamb head, is one mile in length by about three-quarters of a mile 
in width, 829 feet high, and surrounded by steep precipices. Deenish, or 
Little Hog island, lying 3 cables to the eastwai'd of Scariff, is about three- 
quarters of a mile long, one-third of a mile wide, and 467 feet high. 
Rocky prongs extend from the west side of Scariff and the north end of 
Deenish for 2 cables, but they are clear of hidden dangers and steep-to. 
Moylann island, a mile and a half E.S.E. from Deenish is a quarter of a 
mile long and about 80 feet high. Two-headed island, half a mile to the 
south-east of Moylaun and about a cable from the islet under Lamb head, 
is 130 feet high. The passages between these islands are clear of hidden 
danger with from 20 to 25 fathoms water, and may be safely navigated by 
suitable vessels in fine weather. The flood tide sets through them to th& 
-northward, and the ebb to the southward, at the rate of 1^ knots per hour. 

Between the islands and Hog head there are some rocky patches on 
■ ■ I ....... ^ 

* See Flan of Eenmare river, No. 2,495 ; scale ffi» 1 *3 inches. 
20532. ^ 
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wbidi the Mft breaks heftvilv in bftd weather. The most 
eboiJeet of these, called Balligiudorbaii, hzs 4^ fathoms wmteroTer it. 
isliuid, CD the weet ode of Balliiwakellig baj kepi opok of Hog 
K. ^ W^ leads » quarter of a mile to the westward of it. On the otlier 
putehes there are from 6 to 12 fathoms water. 

From Lamb head to Weelaim island, one mile to the eastward, the ahcx^B 
is dear of danger, bat between the latter and Danid island, a distance «f 
Z^ miles fbrther to the eastward, it is encumbered with numerous dangen^ 
that extend a considerable distance off. Bnlligmore, the first of these, lies 
a quarter of a mile to the eastward of Weelaun island; in the bay within it 
are 2 other dangerous rocks, all of which are generally pointed out bj their 
breakers. The Beara rock£^ coTered at high water, extend 3 cables off shoco 
at the foot of a sharp peak of 385 feet eleration, that fi>rm8 the western 
boundary of the dangerous bays of West cove and Castle cove^ and is m 
ecmspicuous object to a vessel coming round Lamb head. 

' "WSST CMTVB aad CA0Tsa GCVM, two rocky indentations, full of rodts 
and shoals, most of which cover at high water, present, when there is any 
aweU up, a confused mass of breakers, between which it is often impoanble 
.to conduct a boat with safety. The white houses of the coastguard 
station at West cove, backed by high mountains, are conspicuous objects 
from a vessel sailing up the inlet. 

A group of dangerous rocks lies in front of these coves, extending in a 
W. by S. direction half a mile from Daniel island ; they all cover at hi^ 
water springs except the inner one called, the Grampus, which is alwsfa 
above water; their position is generally pointed out by the breakers^ whidi 
when the sea is up are visible a long way off. Foul ground with 8 or 9 
/athoms water extends for more than half a mile to the westward of them. 
Outside they are steep-to; within and to the northward of them hookers 
and small craft sometimes anchor in fine weather in 4 and 5 fathoms water. 
This part of the coast must not be approached nearer than three-quarters 
of a mile or into less than 22 fathoms water. 

For a distance of 1^ miles to the eastward of Daniel island the shore is 
fronted by a series of islets. Illaundrane, the most eastern of these, affiirds 
shelter to a small harbour, where craft of less than 10 feet draught may lie 
afloat in safety, but the whole shore is grizzled with rocks and should not 
be approached by a stranger nearer than 3 cables. From this to Blaun- 
leagh, 1| miles Airther to the eastward the shore is free irom danger, and 
may be approached to 2 cables. This little island lying near the shore is 
scarcely perceived in passing. Immediately to the eastward of it and oaf- 
standing to near the middle of the inlet is Sherky island of 110 feet 
elevation, and forming the western limit of Sneem harbour. 

QVOTZJLOB BATf a deep and dangerous bay on the south shore of 
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Eenmare river, opens into view on rounding Cod head. Its rocky shores, 
backed bj high mountain ranges, terminate to the north-west in ihe green 
island of Inishfamard, to the westward of which and projecting towards 
an advancing vessel lie two very dangerous rocks. 

BTZCSSBW or Steeple rock, the westernmost of these with 6 feet water 
over it, lies West rather more than half a mile from the west point of Inish- 
famard. At a cable from the point, there is another rock called Bulliga- 
bridane, uncovered at last quarter ebb, and with from 11 to 15 fathoms 
water between it and Stickeen. To pass to the westward of Stickeen, 
bring Carrigeel (a rock 8 feet high, situated in the south part of Quoylach 
bay, and which may generally be distinguished by the breakers around 
it) in line with the lowest part of the hollow between Miskish and 
Knockoura mountains S. by E. i^ E. ; a wider berth must be given to it in 
tjad weather, as the sea will then break fully 2 cables to the westward 
of the rock. The tower on Dursey island well open of Cod head W.S.W. 
leads to the northward of the rock j in bad weather keep the whole of 
Dursey island open. The Cow islet touching Cod head W. by S. leads- to 
the southward of it. In fine weather a vessel may pass between Stickeen 
and BuDigabridane by bringing Carrigeel rock in a line with the highest 
part of Knockoura S. ^ E. 

The Inishfarnard shore is clear of danger beyond half a cable, but the 
south shore of Quoylach bay, from Carrigeel to Ainrush islet, is covered 
with outlying rocks of a most dangerous character, which are seldom free 
from breakers. Bulligmore, one of the outermost of these, with a patch 
of 2^ fathoms beyond it, stretches half way across the bay towards Inish- 
famard. The Bull rock off Dursey island kept in line with or a little 
open of Cod head W. j^ S. clears all these dangers. 

Ballycrovane harbour, a blind nook in the eastern bight of Quoylach bay, 
about a cable wide and 1-^ cables long, with 4 to 5 fathoms water, is the 
only shelter this dangerous bay affords. The entrance, about a cable wide 
with 7 fathoms water, lies between a rocky islet 24 feet high on the north 
shore called Bird island, and Gurteen rock, outlying half a cable from the 
south shore, and covered at high water. Notwithstanding the dangerous 
character of the bay, the approach to this little harbour with a leading 
wind is perfectly safe. To run in, bring the Bull off Dursey island just touch- 
ing the well defined tangent of Cod head W. ^ S., and steer E. ^ N. until 
abreast of the highest part of Inishfarnard, then alter course to E. by S. ^ S. 
When abreast of Ainrush islet, the narrow gorge of the hai*bour will be 
seen right ahead, keep nearly mid-channel, and hauling up to the eastward 
of Bird island at a cable's distance, bring up in the apparent middle of 
the little harbour, with the south point of Bird island just overlapping 
the north part of Ainrush island, in 4 or 5 fathoms stiff mud. As the 
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yrIL sHus 3 r^*™? *^ ifwd and give all 

rw ^lAOsl suuK af K«3Mre iitct to the casvwd of LuAtenacd, is 

% >hi« ac«aai« iuBi^i anajai an ekraaga of 500 lees, asd a* saep-io, 
^ ilHitffC ^T'^ • **^^- ^^«=«»^™J taAwir, 3 sales to iLe 
^t»»«htic&Mri^ 35 a sngvUar inkt, whk a dcpdi of 5 to 7 iatLoBS 
•hnJtMr^ Vt Iw^ lalawis. It* entnayot^ olIt 25 feet wide miiL 7 feet 
^*Af^ JJ.'^ ^ ppreeived br a stnngcr. To tie easrvard of tLk m 
j^/irroflR tibf sbore presents a roggcid a^^eci, skirted bj omtljiD^ 
9ai£ jlbKll Bcc be approadbed Dearer than 4 cables. Abcnt La2f wxj- m^ 
K^uuffv liTcr, there are three small harboGTSy Aidgrooia and KiliiiakIIlo|ge 
yoi tW sovth shore, and Soeem OD the north. Of tLese Kilmakillqge ooly 
adccds easttr aoceseible and £afe anchotage. 

^jl^aa»«K MAMMOfUWtf on the south shores althoo^ jncacmiu g' m 
^giMcioiis land-locked area, with from 4 to 6 fathom* watier, has 
irtncate entrance, over a rockj bar of 9 fees water onhr, that no 
can attempt to enter it. In sailing np Kemnare rircf the opening of 
Axdooom will be tctj conspicooos. Knocknamona, its low dark western 
point, slopes down from an elevation c(£ 200 feet, and is sarromidBd 
br outljing dangers. The Kidney rocks, ninning off more than m 
cable from its north side, are generallj risible in the wash of the sea. 
Two and three-quarter cables N»X.W. from the point there is a rock with 
17 feet water, rL»og suddenly from the deep water around, on which the 
sea breaks in heavy gale«. Carrigavaniheen, 3 feet above high water, 
lies £. by N. 4 cables from the point, and is comparatively clear of 
danger to the westward, but is foul to the eastward for one-third of a 
mile* 

wrTtW A WTirT'^^^^ XAsaoum, lying close to the eastward of Ardgroom, 
affords perfect security for a small vessel against all winds. Its position 
is easily recognised from its proximity to Ardgroom, and by a grasaj 
precipice^ 174 feet high, on the east side of the entrance. Although 
capacious in area it affords but limited space for anchorage, being encum- 
bered with extensive shoals. From the grassy precipice on the east 8h<M:e, 
fotil ground extends half-way across the entrance, having on its outer edge 
the Book rock, awash at low water. The west side of the entrance also, 
is foul to 1 Jr cables, leaving an entering channel 2 cables wide with 6 to 9 
fathoms water. The most secure anchorage is found in the western 



* Su PUoi of Ardgroom and Kilmakilloge Harboors, on Flan of Kenmare mer. 
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arm of the harbour, called Collorus harbour, but the entrance to it is 
impeded by an extensive shoal, having a narrow channel at each end, less 
than a cable in width, -with from 4 to 6 fathoms water. Spanish island, 
a low flat bank of large stones, surmounted by a mound of clay 14 feet 
high, stands on the south-east end of this shoal. To the southward of it 
Escadawer point is foul, with but 7 feet water nearly 2 cables to the north- 
east of it. The highest part of Sherky island just open of Collorus point 
N.W. i W. clears it. 

Bunaw harbour, a rocky cove on the east side of Kilmakilloge harbour, 
derives partial shelter from a spit of boulders called the Gush, a good deal 
of sea however runs into it with north-west winds. A small pier at the 
head of this cove admits vessels of 12 draught at high water. 

The south-east arm of Kilmakilloge shoals gradually towards the head, 
presenting a considerable space with 15 feet water, where vessels may lie 
in great security, taking care to avoid the rock off Escadawer point, as 
well as another danger called Tellow rock, that lies at the head of the 
bight nearly 2 cables from the shore and is awash at high water. 

To enter Kilmakilloge harbour keep from 1-^ to 2 cables from the 
western shore, and come into no less than 6 fathoms water. A small 
steamer or handy sailing vessel should proceed at once into the safe and 
landlocked arm of Collorus harbour, but should westerly winds prevent 
this, a sailing vessel may stand on towards the head of the harbour, and 
anchor 1^ cables to the eastward of Spanish island, and the same distance 
from the south shore in 4^ to 5 fathoms, or if of less than 15 feet draught, 
she may continue on until above Escadawer point, taking care to avoid the 
rocky patch that lies off it, and bring up where convenient. 

smBBia BABBOim, lying on the north shore, opposite to Ardgroom 
and Kilmakilloge, may be easily recognised by Sherky island outstanding 
nearly to the middle of the river ; with the old castle of Derryquin, and 
much foliage on the shore to the eastward of it. Although capacious in 
extent, it affords but very indifferent anchorage ; the bottom being gener- 
ally foul, and exposed to a good deal of swell, which coming in through 
the channels on each side of Sherky, causes an irregular draw and strain 
upon the ground tackle. Its low and shelving shores lying in the shadow 
of the high mountains behind them are very indistinct at night ; and 
being covered with rocks, would soon prove destructive to any unfortunate 
vessel that might drive upon them.* 

Sherky island, of uncultivated moorland aspect, attains an elevation 
near its west end of 1 10 feet, and with the rocks and islands in its vicinity 
forms a partial shelter for Sneem harbour. Its south shore is clear of 



* Set Plan of Sneem Harbour, on Flan of Eenmare river. 
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danger and steep-to, with deep water at half a cable's distance. - On its 
north side, the Cotton rock, nncoyered on spring ebbs, lies a cable from the 
shore, in bad weather ihe breakers on it extend for more than half the 
distance across towards Pigeon island. 

The islands which adjoin Sherky on the east are fringed with dangerous 
rocky prongs ; to the northward of them, foul ground with from 1 to 2^ 
fathoms oyer it, extends 3 cables. The leading mark through the channel 
to the northward of Sherky, Derryquin Castle, a remarkable white building, 
in line with the sharp peak of Derrygarriff, E. by N., Leads over the tail 
of this foul ground in 13 feet water; there is a narrow channel to the 
northward of the leading line with 6 to 8 fathoms water, but too circuitous 
to be made available in the absence of buoys. 

Boesdohan island, forming the east side of Sneem harbour, is foul both 
on its inner and outer shores ; from Bullig point its south-west extreme 
rocks extend for nearly a quarter of a mile ; which in unsettled weather 
are enyeloped in heavy breakers ; rendering it dangerous to approach 
within 4 cables of it. 

The little inner harbour affords shelter for small vessels upon good holding 
ground; the points at its entrance are foul ; in its western arm small vessels 
that can take the ground without injury may lie in 9 or 10 feet water in 
great security. The river that empties itself into the inner harbour is 
navigable by boats only. 

The eastern bight of Sneem, running up towards Derryquin Castle^ 
affords anchorage in settled weather for small steamers, but it would be 
exceedingly difficult to extricate a sailing vessel from this anchorage with 
westerly winds, both shores being studded with outlying rocks. 

Small vessels from the westward, may, in fine weather, run in to the north- 
ward of Sherky, with Derryquin castle in line with the peak of Deny 
garriff, and anchor on the same line of bearing in 7 or 8 fathoms water 
with Bullig point S. by E., if there is any sea on they must run in to the 
southward of Sherky, keeping at about 2 cables from it. But if the 
weather is unsettled, and the object in seeking a port is simply to obtain 
shelter, Kilmakilloge harbour on the south shore is to be preferred before 
any other place in Kenmare river. 

The shore between Sneem harbour and Coongar bay, 3 miles to the 
eastward, is much indented and fringed with outlying rocks, affording 
several good boat coves. Vessels working up or down should be careful 
to give it a good berth, by not standing into less than 13 fathoms water. 
And keeping Dromore castle open of Eossmore island. 

Coongar bay affords no secure anchorage, but may be used as a stopping 
place for a night. A vessel may anchor near the middle of the bay in 
9 fathoms, and find partial shelter from the prevailing westerly sweU. 
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The opposite or south shore of Kenmare river is generally foal« Half a 
mile to the eastward of Kihnajkiiloge a rocky prongs dry at low water, 
called Carrignawohil, extends two cables from the shore.. Onq and a 
half miles further eastward will be seen, perched on the brow of a 
grassy precipice of 114 feet elevation, the conspicuous ruin of Ardea. 
caatley at the foot of which is a stony beach, thrown up by the action of 
the western swell, and forming a barrier across the mouth of the little 
river Cloone, the outlet of a chain of lakes embosomed among the mountains 
to the south-eastward ; and the seat of a salmon fishery. 

Outstanding to the northward of Ardea castle is Leaghillaun, a low, 
dark looking point, insulated at high water ; between which and Eoss-, 
more island on the north shore, Kenmare river, contracted now to .about a 
mile in width, is obstructed by dangerous rocks, lying in the fair- way. 

iKAZBBir ROCK, lying nearly in the fairway, at the distance of 4^ cables 
fcom Rossmoro island, and with Ardea castle S.S.E., is nearly awash at 
very low tides, but at ordinary spring ebbs there is about 2 feet on it. 
The highest part of the rock is about 80 feet in diameter, but only a 
small pinnacle has so little water as 2 feet ; when any considerable swell 
rolls up the river it breaks with great violence towards low water. 
Templenoe church in a line with the square castle to the eastward of 
Dronlore castle E. J N.- leads to the northward of it. The general depth 
between the Maiden rock and Eossmore island is 15 to 16 fathoms, but 
nearly midway there is a very small rock with 5^ fathoms, on which the sea 
occasionally breaks during heavy westerly gales. 

CBVRCB ROCKS. — A dangerous tract of rocky ground ; extends from 
the south shore towards the Maiden rock, with two distinct heads of 7 and 
8 feet water at its extremity, lying W. by N. rather more than half a mile 
from Leaghillaun point. 

The passage between these rocks and the Maiden, 4^ cables wide, with 
16 and 17 fathoms water, is considered the fairway ; but unfortunately 
there is no good leading mark for it that a stranger could pick up. One 
that in fine clear weather might possibly be recognized is a dome shaped 
mountain adjacent to the north side of Mangerton mountain, far inland, 
bronght just open to the northward of Dromore Castle E, byN. JN. No 
Tessel should attempt to pass between Church rocks and the south shore. 

The south shore, from Leaghillaun point to Ormond island, one and a 
half miles to the eastward, is fringed with outlying rocks; the most distant 
of these, with 17 feet water over it, lies 3 cables ofl^ and must be carefully 
avoided by vessels working up or down. Ormond island forms a low 
projection from the south shore, of about 30 feet elevation, with a clay cliff 
at its west end, from which sunken rocks extend, one and a half cables in 
a W.N.W. direction. Ormond harbour, sheltered by Ormond island on the 
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north and Hog island with its adjacent rocks on the west, is a little rocky 
inlet, which, though forbidding in aspect, from the number of rockn 
around it, might be found useful to steamers of moderate size or to sailing 
vessels of less than 12 feet draught, where they will find sufficient shelter 
from the western swell, in 3 fathoms at low water, muddy bottom. 

The entrance, between Ormond island and Hc^ island, is a cable 
wide, with from 2^ to 4 fathoms water ; there is, however, exactly in 
the middle, a rock with 9 feet, to the southward of which, or on Hog 
island side, is the best passage. When about a cable within Hog island 
haul to the southward, and anchor with the north part of the island in one 
with the white cottage on Rossmore island N. W. by W. ^ W., and a solitary 
roofless house in the middle of Ormond island in a line with the lowest 
hollow in the distant mountain range just westward of Blackwater river 
bearing N. by E. ^ E. Here it is generally as smooth as a mill-pond, and 
entirely free from tidal stream, but great caution is necessary, and a vessel 
about to enter should first send a boat to buoy the rock in the entrance. 

B&ACK'WATXK BZVBB. — On the north shore, about 2 miles above 
Rossmore island, will be observed the deep glen that forms the channel of 
this picturesque little river. A pier at its mouth, 178 feet long, with 6 
feet water at its outer end, accommodates vessels of under 200 tons 
burthen, and is easy of access. Large quantities of salmon are captured 
here. 

TbACHLMem socxb, with from 9 to 10 feet water over them, are the 
shoalest portion of an extensive tract of foul ground, one mile in length, 
and nearly 3 cables in width, lying near the middle of Kenmare river, with 
the mouth of the Blackwater river N. by W. -J W. On each side of it 
there is a channel, with from 7 to 9 fathoms water. The channel between 
it and the south shore is further obstructed by Halissey rock, with 12 feet 
water, lying nearly midway between a two-fathom patch on the eastern 
tail of Lackeen ridge and the south shore. In the absence of buoys to mark 
their position, these shoals are a great obstruction to the navigation of the 
upper part of the river by large ships. To the eastward of this both shores 
are foul to a considerable distance. 

BOR8B ZBKAirBt 9 feet high, is the highest part of a reef that extends 
one-third of a mile from the south shore. Its outer eastern rock, un- 
covered at half tide, is marked by a small iron perch. Eighty fathoms to 
the northward of the perch is the Bat rock, with 4 feet water over it. 
The channel to the upper part of Kenmare river, lying between this reef 
and the Carrignarone rocks, is 2^ cables wide, with 9 to 10 fathoms water. 

CASBZOXTASOirBBBO, Covered at high water, and marked by an iron 
perch, lies opposite to Horse island, on the outer edge of a series of rocks 
that extend a mile to the westward of Cappanacush island, and cover the 
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north shore to near the middle of Kenmare river. Some of these rocks are 
always above water. Between them and the north shore there is a tract of 
coral sand much valued for its fertilizing properties. 

Bowlings rock is a small detached pinnacle, with 4 feet water, lying 
three-quarters of a mile to the eastward of Carrignaronebeg ; from this 
towards the head of Kenmare river the water becomes gradually shoaler, 
with not more than from 2 to 3 feet over a large area above the Dunkerron 
islands. 

BumLBBBOir BAJtBOVX, between Dunkerron and Cappanacush 
islands, is well sheltered, with depths sufficient for vessels of 11 feet 
draught to lie afloat. As the bottom is soft, vessels of 18 feet draught 
of such build as can take the ground without injury, may be brought inta 
it with safety ; the best anchorage is about a cable to the north-west of the 
Fox islands. There is a good watering-place at the mouth of a rivulet in 
the north-east part of the harbour. The best landing is at the little pier 
of Templenoe, from whence Kenmare is 3 miles distant. 

MMNWiUkMMf a market and post town, is prettily situated on the north 
side of the river. Population in 1861, 1,509. Supplies of fresh beef and 
vegetables may be procured here. The new road frx)m Glengariff to 
Edllamey passes through the town, and is carried across the river by an 
elegant suspension bridge. A pier, accommodating vessels of 10 feet 
draught, has been built on the north side of the river, about half a mile 
from the town. 

AVCBOBAoa.'— With the exception of KUmakilloge harbour, Ken- 
mare river ofifers no secure anchorage to a ship of moderate size until she 
has arrived above the Lackeen rocks, situated 23 miles within the entrance. 
Here, however, there is room for 10 or 12 sail of the largest men of war 
to moor, in from 5^ to^8 fathoms on muddy bottom, and for a great number 
of smaller vessels, with perfect security against all winds and sea. 

The anchorage is divided into two portions by the narrows between 
Carrignaronebeg and Horse island. The outer anchorage is the best for 
large ships, while those of 20 feet draught and under may proceed into 
the inner. The best berth in the outer anchorage is about 3 cables from 
the south shore in 6^ fathoms water, with the grove of trees on Dinish 
island, just open north of Horse island, bearing E.S.E., and Dromore 
castle, a large modern castle on the north shore, from North to N. by W. ^ W. 
At low water, Carrignaronebeg, with the rocks off Horse island, will 
be visible to the eastward. On passing these the upper anchorage is 
reached, when vessels may bring up anywhere according to their draught 
of water, in from 6 fathoms, just to the eastward of the narrows, to 2 
fathoms abreast of the Dunkerron islands. The best berth for a large 
vessel is with the grove of trees on Dinish island bearing S.E. 3 cables 
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from tbe island, and the south side of Rossmore island shnt in with Reena- ' 
feagh point, bearing W. ^ N. in 20 to 23 feet water, muddy bottom. Care* 
must be taken not to anchor to the southward of a line joining the north, 
points of Horse island and Dinish island. About 1^ cables E.S.E. of 
Horse island perch, however, there is a well-sheltered berth in 22 feet - 
water, muddy bottom, with Dromore castle a little to the north of the perch 
bearing N.W. ^ N. 

Timber ships, and other large trading vessels bound to Kenmare, anchor 
with the east; end of Dunkerron islands N.W.. 1-^ cables distant, and 
discharge part of their cargo before proceeding up to the pier. Here they . 
take the ground at low water on a bottom of soft mud. . 

The little pier at Templenoe is the best place for embaricing supplies of * 
fresh provisions, which may be procured from the town of Kenmare 3 ' 
miles distant. The rivulet that dischaa^es into Feoms creek on the south, 
shore will be £:>und a convenient place for obtaining good fresh water. 

TZBSB. — It is high water on full and change at 

h. m. ft. in. ft in 

Bally crovane harbour - 3 42 Springs rise 10 6 Neaps rise 7 9 

West cove - - 3 52 „ 10 „ 7 6 

Ormond harbour - 3 43 „ 10 „ 7 6 

Dunkerron harbour - 3 45 „ . 10 6 „ 8 

The stream sets fair up and down, not exceeding 1^ knots in the upper 
part, and from three-quarters to half a knot in the outer. 

Between the Hog islands and Lamb head the flood goes to the south- 
ward, and the ebb to the northward at the rate of one knot. 

BZABCTzoxrs. — Ships entering Kenmare river may run boldly up on a 
mid-channel course until well above Sherky island, when they must keep, 
on the north shore, in order to clear the Maiden and Lackeep rocks ; there 
is a good channel on each side of these dangers, but as that to the south- 
ward is obstructed by Church and Hallissey rocks, it is safer for a stranger 
in the absence of buoys or clearing marks to run along the north shore, 
keeping at about IJ cables from Rossmore island and Blackwater river, 
until Dromore castle bears North, when he must haul to the southward, 
and anchor as before directed, taking care to keep the grove on Dinish 
18 an open of Horse island. If bound to the upper anchorage, endeavour 
isknTk^"^^*^ through the narrows between Carrignaronebeg and Horse 
Lr ' T^^^^^ * «^^^ ^^^ ^^* ^or tl^e perches, which are very indistinct,. 



an anchor where convenient, according to draught of 



Vessel 



water. 



descrid^ forking out must be careful to avoid the dangers already 
is the 1 ** scattered along both shores. To such Kilmakilloge harbour 

we«t«.l .**^PP^8 ^^^ *'^* "®''^ «««^ belter against the prevailing 
w»*OTiy Wind and sea. 
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k.T. — The coast to the .northward of Lamb 
head, fronted by the outlying Hog islands, trends in a N.W. ^ W. direction 
4 miles to Hog head, the southern point of Ballinskellig baj^ Between 
them lies the little creek of Derrjnane harbour, inaccessible except in the 
finest weather, and covered by outlying ro(^s, whi^^h, as well as the foul 
ground between it and Hog islands, breaks furiously in unsettled weather^ 
rendering the approach to this shore orto thQ channels between it and JlqQ 
islands highly dangerqus at such times. Thei entrance to Ballinskellig 
bay, between Hog head and. Horse island, is nearly 2 miles wide,.Mrith a 
depth of 19 fathoms water, expanding within to 4 mile^ in width and 3 in 
depth, with moderate depths, but quite open ik> the south-west, and exposed 
to a very heavy sea with the wind from that quarter. . 

Hog head; of 533 feet elevation- and very conspicuous, has at its base the 
Pig rocks, always visible, and beyond these a reef> awash. at low water, 
together extending a quarter of a mile from the head. Blueboy rock, 
awash at low water, lies a^ the extremity of a reef, extending half a mile 
from the head of the bay. On its west shore, the Bay rock, with 5 feet 
water, lies three-quarters of a mile jNT.W. by W. from the point of Horse 
island, and more than half a mile from the nearest shore. 

In settled weather a steamer might safely anchor, with southerly win^s, 
on the north side of the low neck of Hog head peninsula^ in 8 or 9 fathoms 
water. And Tf ith northerly, or north-west winds, the little bight to the 
northward of Horse island will afford temporary anchorage to the same 
description of vessel in 5 fathoms water, but sailing vessels should never 
anchor in this bay, for if caught with a south-west gale they could scarcely 
hope to work out against the heavy sea that rolls into it. 

BO&vs BSAB, at the extremity of the bold mountainous promontory, 
1,340 feet high, that forms the northern boundary of this deep bight, 
terminates in a precipice 600 feet high. Ducalla head, lying a mile to the 
northward of Bolus head, is foul to a cable's distance, and forms the 
southern limit of Saint Finan bay, an open bay lying between Ducalla 
head and Puffin island to the northward, with bold rocky shores and deep, 
water. 

9wm iBJOLxm, 547 feet high, lies close to the shore at the north- 
west point of St. Finan bay. The 50und between it and the shore is 
obstructed by rocks, having a narrow passage 150 feet wide, with 5 fathoms 
water, through which the tide runs with great rapidity. 

The coast between Puffin island and Port Magee, the western entrance 
of Valentia harbour, is of the same bold precipitous character, fringed with 
rocky prongs and detached masses of rock, and declining in height to the 
northward,, where it terminates in a series of low black islands at the south 
aide of the entranoe id £ort Magee. Although clear of danger with a depth 
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opening inunediatelj to the southward of Bray head, at 
the western end of the strait that separates Yalentia island .from the Maiiiy 
aifords sectire anchorage for small reasela in from 3 to 6 fathoms waier. 
It IB, hoirevery a dangerous place for sailing Teasels to run for in bad 
weather, as a very heavy sea runs into the entrance^ and with the wind 
inclining off either ebore it is subject to flaws and heayy gusts hofok 
the high land that surrounds it 

The entrance trends in an £. byN. direction iar about 1^ miles 
to Beencaragh point, when it turns to S.E. by £. and becomes very 
contracted; the de^ water now runs along the north shore, -vdiichy 
however, must not be approached nearer than half a cable, in order to 
ayoid the Anchor rock. A Teasel may anchor from 2 to 3 cables to ihe 
Eastward of Beencaragh point, or further in if necessary. Moor imme- 
diately, as there is not room to lie at single anchor. To proceed through 
the strait tx> Yalentia harbour the services of a pilot are necessaiy, as 
the navigation is intricate and obstructed by -dangerous rocks. There is, 
howeyer, water sufficient to carry a Tessel of 15 feet draught through at 
high-water neap tides. 

'▼A&mrasA, ka^bbovb; situated at the east end <^ the island, between 
it aud Beginnis, affords perfect shelter against all winds and se% and la 
liasy of access for steamers, but for sailing Tessels a leading wind ip 
becessary^ as the entrance is Tcry narrow, and exposed to a heaTy 8e% 
which in north-west gales sometimes breaks right across it. Cromwell 
point, forming the west point of entrance^ and distinguished by a lighthouse^ 
is composed of a ledge of rocks that extend 70 fathoms b^ond the light- 
hou^ and are steep-to ; abreast of it the entering channel is reduced to 9Q 
fathoms in width by the CloghaTalig rocks^ whidi extend 75 fathoms from 
the west point of Beginnis, and have but 2 feet water OTer them. To the 
southward of these a rocky spit with 3| fathoms on its outer end, extends 
more than half way across towards Cromwell point, reducing the passage 
for large ships to 50 fathoms in width. 

&zaBT. — ^The lighthouse on Cix)mwell point exhibits 9k fixed white light 
54 feet aboTe the sea, yisible across the entrance of Dingle bay, between 
the bearings of S.E. and S.S.W. \ W., and from the latter bearing, round 
inside the harbour to the shore. When it first opens into Tiew, bearing 
S.E., it leads a little north of Beenada point. To the westward of 
S.S.W. \ W. it is obscured across Dingle bay by Doulus head. From its 
close proximity to the entrance, the glare of the light is injuriously felt 
when entering the harbour at night. 

BASBomt BOOK, uncovered rather before half ebb, and marked by a 
perch, lies on the west side of the harbour, 3 cables within Cromwell 
point ; at low water it presents a surface of about 70 fathoms in length 
by 21 in breadth. In the fairway between it and Beginnis there is a 
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considerable truct of rocky ground, the sioalest part of which has bat 
J4 feet over it at low water. The lighthouse bearing N.N.W. | W. leads 
between Harbour rock and it, but an additional buoy or perch is required 
to define this narrow passage and another to mark Cloghavalig rock. 
Oruppaun point, the south point of Beginnis, runs off shoal to the westward 
^fbr a cable and a half. 

TBa roOT, a spit of gravel, dry at low-water springs, runs off from 
the east point of Valentia island, and stretches nearly half way across to 
tteenard point, the opposite point of the main, leaving a channel of rather 
more than a cable between them with a depth of 7 fathoms water. The 
lighthouse, brought over the south point of Begiimis, leads to the north- 
ward of this spit, and Doulus head in line with the first gap from the 
westward, in the low sandy neck of the eastern part of Begitinis, leads to 
-the eastward of it, but it ought to be marked with a buoy. Between the 
.IBoot and the east end of Beginnis a flat stretches across the harbour with 
^.from 3 to 4 fathoms wat^ over it. 

At the village of Knightstown/ situated on the Foot point, where the 
channel turns to the southward towards Fort Magee, there is a pier for the 
.convenienc& of vessels shipping slate, in the production of which ^00 people 
are employed. Supplies of fresh provisions may be procured here, and 
water from the stream near the Knight of Kerry's house in Glanleam bay. 
. ^ A &ift*boat is stationed at Valentia. 

TIBB8. — It is high water in Valentia harbour on full and change at 
3 h. 42 m. Spring tides rise 11 feet ; neaps, 8 feet. 

Both the flood and ebb streams set jBedr through the channel following 
the trend of the land, but the strength of neither is material, excepting in 
the narrows, and there it does not exceed 2 knots. The streams meet 
about the middle of the Magee channel. 

BZABCTZOxrs. — ^Valentia is most useful as a coasting harbour, but 
unless compelled by necessity a stranger should not run for it with a north- 
west gale. Approaching it from the westward give the north shore of the 
island a berth of a mile or more, and steer towards Doulus head. When 
the harbour opens the ruined church tower and glebe-house on Valentia 
island will appear, and beneath them the iron perch on Harbour rock. 
The glebe-hotise brought in line with, or its own apparent breadth to the 
eastward of the perch, S. ^ E., will lead through the entrance at about one- 
third of the distance across from Cromwell point, the rocks off which are 
steep^to. A stranger must not be intimidated by the dangerous appearance 
of the entrance, but run boldly in. Immediately on passing the narrows 
alter coarse to about S.S.E. to pass to the eastward of Harbour rock. 
Should the Blasket islands be visible, the west point of the Great Blaeket 
Jkept in a line with the low extreme of the rocks off Cromwell point, will 
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Two black roeks, called Reenyare, always above water, stand on fM 
Toekj lore shore off Parkmore point ; thej are clear of danger, and mnj he 
i4>pix>aohed to a cable's distance. The western shore of the harbour id 
shallow, but otherwise clear of danger. On the east shore, neariy half n 
mile to the northward of Paddock point (the east point of entrance), and » 
quarter of a mile from the shore, there is a bank of fonl ground with 
10 feet water on it, over which the sea breaks heaYity : vessels must stand 
towards it with caution. 

The best anchorage is near the middle of the harbour, in 4:^^ fathomi^ 
water, on a bottom of sand and mud, with Ventry Church N.E., and 
the points of entrance S. -J E. and S.E. ^ S. This is the best holdings 
m>und in the harbour, and with a good scope of cable a vessel will ride 
safely in any weather. A large vessel should not go into less than five 
fkthoms, or to bring Ventry church N.N.E. 

When coming from the westward or south-westward the mouth of the 
harbour cannot in the first instance be clearly made out, owing to the' 
eontiguity of the back land, with which, when at a distance, Parkmore 
point appears to be blended. There b, however, a coastguard station 
idt>out l"^ miles to the westward of the bay, which, together with the two 
Uack rocks attached to Parkmore point, will serve, on a nearer approacby 
to mark the entrance ; or, in the event of these not being soffidently 
Qonspicuous, Yalentia lighthouse being brought a little open to the. 
westward of the jierpendicular pitch of Dotdus head will lead to ibm 
harbour. 

Supplies of fresh provisions may be procured from Dingle, three miles'* 
distant, and fresh water in, small quantities from the coastguard statioB- a 
little to the westward of the pier on the south shore. 

CBOW' Aocx, covered on high-water s^Nrings, lies If miles to the east- 
wjffd of Paddock pointy oh the outer part of the foul ground that nmis ofT 
fym tbd'west aide [of the entrance to Dingle harbour, with the tower on' 
Cttthoo hill.N. i "El*, one-third of a male from th^ shore. A detached hea^ 
with 9 feet wifcter over it, lies a cable to the westward of Crow rock : and 
about half way between it and the shore to the north-east ; is another head^ 
called Colleeii-!Oge;' with 7 feet Water. A white cottage on the cliffs at the 
east side o^iP the i^iitrance to Dingle, in line with Ballintaggart hoose 
N«E* by> Endears all these rocks. 

OZVCHbB SAMomtf l3ring about 3 miles to the eastward of Ventry; 
is fit only for small vessels. At high water it presents a magnificent basin^ ' 
completely landlocked, and surrounded by lofty hills, but with the fiJling . 
tide a large portion of it uncovers, and over the remainder there is net 
more than fix>m three to four feet water, excepting in the narrow channei^ . 
about half a cable in width, with from 1^ to 3 fathoms water, that pene* 
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^ratcs the banks' to the distance of about three-quarters of a mile from the 
entrance, and affords the only anchorage in which a 'small vessel can lie 
atidat. Near the middle of the channel, and 2' cables within the entrance,^ 
thdre isca rocky bank with 1^ to 2 feet water, which must be carefully 
avoided by vessels taking u^ a berth here* Although of little general 
utility, the harbour affords a valuable asylum to the fisheries, for whose 
aK^oommodation the pier at the town was built, and is frequented by a 
great numbev of hookers and boats, employing 750 men ; among the fishing 
craft ^are a great many of the canvas boats peculiar' to the west coast of 
Ireland, called curraghs. 

' Dingle is a market and poet town, prettily situated on the north side of 
the harbour, and surrounded by seats of resident gentry. .Population in 
iSdl, ^,261. Fresh provisions and water may be obtained here to a 
ni<^«rate eSLtent. 

The better to define the entrance, which is difficult fi:>r a stranger to make 
drt, beacon tow^^rs have been erected on the outer heads, one on the west' 
side, <m Oarhoo hill^ at an' elevation of 618 feet, and another on the east 
side, on Beenbfine poi^t, at an elevation of 210 feet. Within these again, 
where the entrance first cohtractB, there is a white beacon on eadi side. 
Whenranning towards the harbour from the westward be careful to avoid 
tli6 Crow rckdt, by not coming within three-quarters of a mile of the shore 
utititBallintai^art house comes in line with the white cottage on the clifb 
beavii^N.E. by E. ;>ru&' on in this direction, : keeping pretty clo^ to' 
Eleenbeg spoint) which may be approached, to a cablie. To enter the har^ 
bcitir a vessel i&UBt'take the fiobd tid^or have a commanding leading wixfd, I 
and a straAjgcar should no^ attiempt it without a pilot, who ^dll come off 6n 
the usual sign&l being made; Kicompelled to mil in without a pilot^ Wtiit- 
for 'last^qiliirtev' -flood, ^and on' passing; between the inner beaconis k^ep 
te^iili^sihe'^'^nesteifti shores in'bider to avoid the rocks that extend from; 
Blaidk'^^blnt (knciwn by' » square: tower on it) to nearly half way across the 
chaBxi^« 1 On paieising^iir point keep away, to ih^ northward uatil the toWer 
onBIe^k'{ldiii(<MimM'i&iine with'ihe.ceii^ Crown station (a crested 
hill Be^'^^ ^tward)iahd pnocefed on: this mark until Beenbane tower ' 
cmx)^'^^ llie^1l^esterux>oint of ^trance, which with Lough house in lUie 
wi^'fialHbtaggiirt house ia the mark for ihe beet anchorage, in 2^ fathoms. 
Vessels waiting for tide may anchor anywhere in the entrance in from 4 to . 
6'dl* 7 ifMmm water^or in the middle of the channel a little bdiow Black 
p^t in d^ fathoms. 



—It is high water on full and change at Yentry harbour at 

3}i. 44m. ; springs rise 10^ feet, neaps 7|[feet. At Dingle at 3 h. 61 m..; 

sj^ings rise 10| feet^ neaps 7| feet. In Dingle bay there is little stream 

felt until within 2 mile& of the bar of Castlemaine harbour, 

9 
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formed by the estuary of the rivers Laune 
and Maine at the head of Dingle bay, affords a safe and well sheltered 
anchorage for small vessels, in from 4 to 5 fathoms water, but its entrance 
is rendered difficult by a bar of 10 feet water, and by some shoals lying off 
Inch point, which in the absence of the usual aids to navigation prevent a 
stranger's attempting it without a pilot. 

The harbour is strictly a prolongation of Dingle bay, and' penetrates the 
land for a distance of about 6^ miles with an average width of upwards of 2 
miles, the greater portion of which uncovers at low water. It is sheltered 
by the low sandy peninsulas of Inch and Hossbehy, and by the exten- 
sive sand banks projecting from them for nearly 2 miles to the westward 
into Dingle bay. 

The entering channel, which on crossing the bar deepens to 4 and 7 
fathoms, runs in nearly a straight course between these banks as far as 
Hossbehy point, on which is a stone beacon. Towards low water or 
in stormy weather the limits of the channel are well definedby a continuous 
line of breakers on the edge of the bank on each side, causing much anxiety 
to a stranger, but giving confidence to one locally acquainted, as it clearly 
points out the deepest water. Another point in favour of the channel is its 
permanence of direction, as is proved by the mark used for running on as 
far as the bar, or even three-quarters of a mile to the eastward of it, and 
which has been used for the last hundred years, viz. : — Carhoo hill tower, 
2 sun's diameters or about 1 degree open south of Bull point N.W. | W., 
until Anascaul glebe-house on the north shore opens out in the valley, and 
is brought to the eastward of Bunaneer cottage. On passing Kossbehy 
point the channel runs along the eastern shore, where a coastguard station 
will be observed on the middle of Cromane peninsula, abreast of which is 
the anchorage. Beyond this the navigation becomes exceedingly intricate, 
but with the assistance of a skilful pilot small vessels under 10 feet draught 
may on spring tides ascend the river Maine or go up the Laune to Killorglin. 
Castlemaine harbour, and the rivers that fall into it, afford large supplies of 
salmon; numerous seals also resort here and may be seen lying on the sand 
banks at low water, they are said to cause much injury to the fisheries. 

Supplies of &esh provisions may be obtained from EaUorglin, a market 
town, population. 509, and water from the river Laune, on which it stands. 
The only exports are grain and butter. 

Vessels desirous of entering this harbour usually anchor off Dingle and 
send to Castlemaine for a pilot. But should this not be practicable, they may 
snm for the bar by bringing Carhoo hill tower about a degree open south 
o£ Bull point, and run in over the bar in 10 feet water, steering S.E. | E. 
with this mark qu, until Andr^caul glebe-house is brought to the eastward 
of Bunaneer cottage, bearing IST. ^ W.^ when an E. f S. course will bring a 
vessel well up thd centre of the channel, nearing, however^ the southern 
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bank, which, if there is any sea on, will show itself by the breakers. 
When abreast of Rossbehy point steer S.E. by E., borrowing on the 
eastern shore to avoid the rocky patches off Inch point as well as the 
extensive sand bank that covers the western shore. The low whitewashed 
houses and flagstaff of the coastguard station will now be seen on Cromane 
peninsula, for which the vessel must graduaUy haul up, follot^ing the trend 
of the coast, and anchor abreast of the houses. 

It is high water at Cromane point 30 minutes later than at the bar, and 
the range is from 1 foot 6 in. to 2 feet less. The tides are very rapid at 
all times, running from 3 to 4 knots on springs, the ebb runs out over 
the northern banks mitil they uncover, when it sets fair through the 
channel. There is always an eddy along the edge of the south bank. 
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CHAPTER IL 

WEST COAST OF IRELANI). FROM THE BLASKET ISLANDS TO LOOP 

HEAD, AND BIVER SHANNON. ' 

Vabiation in 1868. 

Blasket islands, 26'' 2(/ W. l^yer Shannon, Taifbert road se"" W.: decreasing 6 to 7 

minutes annually. 



Tbe BLABXST ZSKAITIIB fonn a cluster of precipitous rocky islets, 
lying off the extremity of Brandon peninsula, on the north side of the 
entrance to Dingle bay. The water around them is deep, and the bottom 
uneven, with sudden transitions from deep water to comparatively shallow ; 
and the tides are strong ; occasioning in unsettled weather heavy breaking 
fieas, dangerous to small vessels. Indeed, in heavy gales from the west- 
ward the appearance of the sea among the islands borders on the terrific, 
and seamen accustomed to its navigation concur in describing it as a most 
dangerous locality at such times.^ 

TooslLert Zsiandf or island of the tusks (so called from its pinnacled 
rocks having that appearance), about one mile in length, and half a mile 
broad, is the northernmost of the Blasket group, and lies N.W. by N. 2^ 
miles from the north point of Great Blasket island. Its northern face ia 
composed of nearly vertical cliflfe, 562 feet high, whence it slopes down to 
the southward, and is quite free from outlying danger, excepting off its 
south-west end, where at the distance of 5 cables, and lying nearly in the 
direction of its northern side, there is a detached rock, awash at low 
water, on which the sea generally breaks. The channel between it and the 
rocks north of Great Blasket is 1^ miles wide, with irregular soundings, 
varjdng from 10 and 15 to 32 fathoms ; the elevations of the bottom are 
marked by tide ripples in fine weather, and by heavy breakers during 
westerly gales. 

Teara§^t Island, lying W.S.W. 3^ miles from Tooskert, is a small 
precipitous island, 591 feet high, and perforated by an archway, which will 
be seen open on a N.E. by E. and S.W. by W. bearing. It is steep-to all 
round, excepting to the westward, where there are some detached masses 
of high rocks, with outliers 2 cables to the southward of them, that 

^^"•^^^^^•^^^^^^^^^-^^ ■ ^»^^-^»^^— ^— ^.^ . I » ■■■■■■ ■» , ^^^^— , ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■■■ I a.^— ^^— ^M^ 

* See Flan, Blasket sound and islands, with Smerwick harbour, No. 2,790; 
scale, m SB 2 * 5 inches. 
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nncover between Jbalf and last quarter ebb To the westward of all these 
at the distance of three-quarters of a mile j&om the island are the 
Tearaght rocks, 42 feet high, and with deep water close home to them. A 
light-house is in course of erection on Tearaght island. The channel 
between it and the southern jislands is quite clear of danger, with depths 
Tarying &om 25 to 36 fathoms in mid-channel. 

OrMit rose Rook, the most western islet of the group, is about 400 feet 
in diameter, and 92 feet elevation, of i*ugged aspect, and steep-to, with 22 
fathoms within a cable all round, excepting one spot of 9 fathoms on its 
north-west side, and lies W. f 8. 5 miles from Canduff point, the west end 
of Great Blasket, and 3 miles on nearly the same line of bearing from the 
west end of Nabro island. The Skellig lights in line bearing S. by E., 
leads 5 miles to the westward of it. East of this line of bearing the low 
light is obscured. 

utile rose Book, of 26 feet elevation, lies E.N.E, three-quarters of a 
mile from Great Foze, and is steep-to and clear of danger all round, with 
from 24 to 33 fathoms water between them. 

irabro and ▼toklllane Zslands, together occupying a space of 1^ miles 
in a noi*th and south direction, with their western ends inclined toward^ 
each other, attain respectively the heights, of 572 and 442 feet, and are 
surrounded by broken rocky shores, with outlying dangers to the south- 
ward and westward. They are generally inaccessible, excepting in a little 
bay on the north-east side of Yickillane, where landing may be effected in 
fine weather, and in front of which a vessel may anchor, with settled 
weather and westerly winds in 10 fathoms water, 1^ cables off shore. The 
north end of Nabro lies W. ^ S., rather more than a mile from the west 
end of Great Blaaket island^ with a clear channel between them of 23 to 28 
&thoms water. 

The Sound rock^ dry at last quarter ebb, lies 2 cables to the eastward 
of north point of Nabro. Great Skellig island kept well open to the 
eastward of the rocks off. Vickillane, S.S.W. ^ W., leads to the eastward 
of it. The Stack rock off the north-west point of Yickillane has an out- 
lying rock 1^ cables to the, westward of it, which dries at low water. 
The two peaks of Nabro in line E.N.E., leads to the northward of it. To 
the southward of Yickillane are several detached rocks, some always above 
water, and others only appearing at low water. Fohish rocks, the southern- 
most of these, and covered on last quarter flood, lie nearly half a mile to 
^e southward of the island, with 30 fathoms water, a cable outside them. 
Theeast end of Tooskert touching Canduff point N.E. by N., leads to the 
eastward of them, and Tearaght peak, in line with the Stack rock N. | W., 
leads to the westward of them ; Great Foze rock N.W. by W, ^ W., 
leads well to the southward of them. 
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the largest of the gnmpy 3 miles long in an 
V br N. and W. hj S. direction, and less than half a mile broad, lies 
three-qnarters of a mile to the westward of Dnnmore head, the nearest 
point of the main Springing from sneh a narrow base to the height of 
gSO feet it is necessarilj veiy precipitous, and presents along its north- 
west side cliffs of a stupendous character. Near its east end there is a 
mined tower on the summit of the ridge, and on the shore facing the 
main land, a small village, in front of which a vessel may in fine weathar 
anchor for a tide, in 5 fathoms, sandj bottom. This is the only inhabited 
island of the group. A pilot for the locality maj, if required, be procured 
here. The north-west shore of the island is free from outlying danger, 
but from its north-east point there is a dangerous cluster of rocks and 
islets extending a mile in a N.N.E. direction, having near their north 
end a rock 64 feet high, with outliers 2 cables beyond it that uncover at 
low water. The bank on which these rest extends half a mile frirther to 
the northward, with from 5 to 10 fathoms water over it, which breaks 
heavily in bad weather. 

The rocky islet, Beginish, with Young islands to the northward of it, 
form the eastern boundary of this group, and the western shore of Blasket 
sound. Young islands have an outlying rock that dries at low water 
springs, 2 cables to the eastward of them, and from the east side of 
Beginish, the Theogh rocks extend a cable in a southerly direction, both of 
which must be avoided by vessels working through the sound. 

MttAMMMT flOWD IS easy of navigation by steamers and by saUing 
vessels in moderate weather, and as it effects a considerable saving of 
distance to vessels bound coastwise it is much frequented by them. Its 
narrowest part, lying between Dunmore head and Garraun point (the east 
point of Groat Blasket island) is reduced to three-quarters of a mile in 
width by a remarkable narrow strip of rock, called the Lure, 146 feet 
high, and extending into the channel from Dunmore point; with the 
Scollage rock, covered at high water, lying three-quarters of a cable 
from its extremity. Beyond these again, and lying nearly in a direct line 
between the BcoUage rock and Garraun point, one-third of the distance 
acrosil from the former, there is a sunken rock, which was discovered by 
II.M. steam vessel Stromboli striking on it when passing through the 
sound on a dark night, and since known by her name. 

flTmoMaoXiX moox* a sharp pinnacle with 15 feet at low water springs, 
is so small that its position could only be ascertained by sweeping for it. 
It lies W. by N. 2^ cables from the Scollage rock, and in stormy weather 
is surrounded by heavy breakers dangerous even to large vessels. 

Between Stromboli rock and Garraun point there is a clear passage half a 
mile in width with 10 to 14 fathoms water. This rock, with Three Fathom 
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pinnacle lying 2j miles to the southward of it, are the only dangers near 
the fair way, and both may be aToided by keeping Clogher rock and Sybil 
signal tower in line N.E^ which leads to the westward of them and in the 
fair way through the sound. 

The eastern shore of the sound lying at the base of the high mountains 
that terminate the Brandon range is of a rugged, broken character ; but 
with the exception of Stromboli rock is free from hidden danger beyond 
the limits that a prudent seaman would stand in to, 

Coumenoole bay, lying between Slea head and Dunmore head, at the 
south end of the sound, is clear of danger, shoaling gradually to the shore 
from the depth of 10 fathoms at 3 cables' distance, and affords anchorage 
to vessels waiting for tide to pass through the sound. 

From Dunmore head the coast trends in a N.N.E. ^ E. direction 
2^ miles to Clogher head, and is fringed by rocky prongs, which, abreast 
of the village of Dunquin, extend nearly two cables off, and terminate in 
the Carrigduff, a detached rock; within this, sheltered by the outlying 
rocks, there is a landing place in fine weather. 

Sybil point, lying about a mile from Clogher head, and nearly in the 
same line of direction from Dunmore head, terminates in bold precipices, 
surmounted by a ruined telegraph tower at an elevation of 665 feet. Some 
detached masses of rock extend to the westward of it, with a rock awash 
at low water about a cable to the southward of the outer one. Ferriter 
cove, where there is a coast-guard station, and landing in fine weather on 
a sandy beach, lies at the head of the bight between Clogher head and 
Sybil point, 

TZDdAA 8TRaAM8. — ^It is high water, on full and change, at Blasket 
islands at 3h. 80 m.; springs rise 11^ feet; neaps, 8 feet. In Blasket 
sound the stream turns 25 minutes before high and low water on the shore 
following the trend of the coast, at from 2 to 3 knots per hour on springs. 
Between Nabro isl^pd and Great Blasket it runs 20 minutes longer, or until, 
near high water on the shore, at the rate of from 1 to 2 knots an hour. In 
the narrow passages among the Blaskets, with gales of wind, the tides 
sometimes attain a velocity of 4 knots, occasioning a troublesome broken 
sea. A stt'ong tide also exists in the vicinity of the Three Fathom pinnacle. 
Overfalls among the islands are frequent, and must be avoided in bad 
weather. 

North of the Skelligs the fiood tide sets in from the south-west towards 
the north-east^ running in a line from Bray head, gradually curving off for 
the Blaskets, as they are approached. Its influence is scarcely perceptible 
at the entrance of Dingle bay except at springs. 

The general rate of the tide is from 1^ to 2 knots an hour, but vexy 
much depends on the state of the weather, strong southerly winds accele-. 
rating the flood, and northerly winds the ebb, and vice versfi* 
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^\ Iho northwaid of Tooskert the flood trends to the eastward, and 
IMtftwa the coast to Brandon point. To the northward of this point, 
wilhin 7 miles of the shore, the flood runs to the north-east in a direct line 
for the river Shannon. 

BimBonows. — ^The passages between the islands or through the Blasket 
sound may be freelj used in moderate weather hj vessels under sail or 
steam, taking care to avoid the dangers before noticed, and not to get into 
the eddies near the islands. In unsettled weather or at night, pass to the 
westward of the larger islands, and at all times be prepared for sudden and 
violent gusts of wind, that come off the mountains and high islands. 
Vessels working through the sound must stand towards Beginish, and 
the rocks north of it, with caution, or tack towards them as soon as 
Sybil tower opens west of Clogher rock. To clear these rocks when 
passing to the westward of them, keep within a mile of Tooskert. 

The soundings near the Blasket islands are too irregular to serve as a 
guide to their navigation ; one mile to the westward of Tooskert it shoals 
from 50 to 23 fathoms in the distance of quarter of a mile. By not 
coming into less than 60 fathoms, a vessel will pass nearly 2 miles to the 
westward of the islands. 

. SMBB'urECX BASSOVS, an open bay, lies 3 miles to the eastward of 
Sybil point. The precipitous coast between them presents some 
remarkable elevations, called the West, Middle, and East Sisters, the' 
tatter, of 490 feet elevation, forms the east point of entrance to the 
harbour, which lies between it and the Dunacapple iislands, and is one 
mile wide, with a depth of 25 fathoms water, shoaling gradually to its 
liead, a distance of 2 miles in a southerly direction, and is quite free from 
hidden danger throughout. 

The Dunacapple islands, of 98 feet elevation, forming the west point 
of entrance, afford some shelter to the harbour in north-east winds. 
Some sunken rocks lying between them and the shore, o3 cables distant to 
ilhe eastward, make it dangerous to attempt the passage inside them, and 
there are 2 or 8 more outside them, but so close as to be almost in the surf 
which constantly breaks on this exposed shore. 

During the summer season this harbour may be resorted to for a tide, 
or on some temporary occasion, but in the winter it should be avoided 
altogether, as it is quite exposed to the heavy ground swell, that almost 
uninterruptedly rolls in from the Atlantic ocean. 

With one or two exceptions the holding ground is indifferent, but 
should a vessel be compelled to anchor here she will find a cwnparatively 
safe berth close in on the western shore, opposite Smerwick village, in 5 
&thoms, mud, with the teft extreme of the village in line with the tower 
on Sybil head (seen over the land) W. | N., and the harbour's mouth 
one point open/ or the right extreme of west point of entrance N.E. The^ 
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common error of seamen coming into this harbour is to anchor near the 
middle, where the holding ground is bad^ and they are quite exposed to 
the northward. 

±i»& — ^It is high water at Smerwick/ on full and changiSy at 3 h. 50 m.; 
springs rise 11^ ft., neaps 8 ft. 

Tsa OOA8T from Sjbil head turns suddenly to the eastward for ^ 
distance of 13 miles to Brandon point, at the west side of Brandon ba;^. 
Backed by ranges of high mountains, which terminate near Brandon head 
iii stupendous cUf&, it presents strikingly bold and magnificent features^ 
easily recognised fr6m a distance^ and generally steep«to, and clear of 
hidden danger, with 30 fathoms watei' within half a mile of the rocks. 
The fine he^Iand of Brandon, surmounted by the mountain of the same 
.name, of 3,114 feet elevation, forms the xnost remarkable feature of the 
•coast when approaching Tralee bay from the westward. 

Due east of Brandon point, at the distance of 4 miles, are the Magh- 
aree islands, or Seven Hogs, with Brandon bay lying between them, and 
beyond these again Keny head, forming the northern boundary of Tralee 
bay, and the outer southern point of entrance to the River Shannon. 

somrBiirCM. — ^To the westward of Brandon bay the depths vary from 
30 fathoms, at half a mile, to 50 fathoms at 8 miles distance from the 
shore, and the bottom is pretty level ; to the eastward of this meridian it 
becomes shoaler, and the soundings irregular, with rocky patches of 9 to 
12 and 13 fathoms water, on which the sea breaks in bad weather; this 
locality must, therefore, be avoided at such times. The marks for it are so 
ill defined tliat it would serve no purpose to mention them here, excepting 
the long western mark which will be found useful in clear weath^. 
•Tooskert (the north island of the Blaskets), half shut in by the western 
land, leads over the shoalest water, and kept well open, leads to the north- 
ward of it, 

BBAWBOW BAT, 4 miles wide and 3 deep, is quite open to the 
northward, and exposed to the full violence of the Atlantic swell, with 
moderate depths of water, and clear of danger, excepting 2 shoal patches 
lying near its south shore. One of these lies off Fermoyle house, at rather 
more than half a mile from the shore, with 7 feet water ; the other lies 2 
miles to the eastward of it, at a similar distance from the shore, with 
2 feet water;* 

The best anchorage it afibrds is on the west shore, in front of a little 
sandy bay, abreast of the coastguard boat house, in 3 fathoms sand and 
mud, with Feimoyle house just shut in with Caher point. This is a good 



* See Plan, Tralee and Bandon bays, No. 2,739; scale, ma 2*0. 



44i BLASKET ISUlKDS TO LOOP HEAD. [chap. n. 

Btopping place in moderate weather and off shore windsy but it is not safe 
with the wind to the northward of N.W. or with any appearance of bad 
weather. 

In the south-west comer of the baj there is rather an ext^isive inlet 
called Cloghane creek, the greater part of which dries at low water, where 
a vessel of under 10 feet draught that could take the ground without 
injuiy might lie in safety, protected from the effects of the Atlantic 
swell. 

mmm.Aiaim.99mm TSfcAJn»8, or Seven Hogs, lie to the northward of the 
sandy peninsula that separates Bandon and Tralee bays. Gurrig island, 
the westernmost and highest of the groap, is 62 feet high, and with the 
adjacent islands of Inishtooskert and Illauninmul, is clear of hidden danger 
with deep water all round. Ulauntannig of 23 feet elevation, the lai^est 
of the eastern islands and inhabited, is clear to the southward and west- 
ward, but connected with the islets to the eastward of it by a bank of foul 
ground. Mucklaghbeg, the easternmost rock, is foul all round, with 
patches of 15 to 17 feet water extending nearly a mile to the northward of 
it, on which l^e sea breaks heavily, and others of 9 to 12 feet water to 
the southward of it, leaving a narrow channel, called Magharree sound, 
between them and the foul ground that covers Bough point, the northern 
projection of the main, distinguished by an old telegraph tower standing 
over it. 

Magharree sound is narrow and intricate, with not more than from 15 to 
20 feet water at its eastern end. In bad weather the sea breaks right 
across it, and it requires great local knowledge for its safe navigation. 
The leading mark usually given, Fenit castle, in line with the highest 
part of Church hill S.E. ^ E., is not easily recognized by a sti-anger, 
but Gurrig island kept about its own breadth open to the southward of 
the south point of Illauntannig will lead through in the same line of 
direction. 

T&a&Ba BAT, openiDg to the north-west, between the Magharree 
islands and the bold bluff headland of Kerry head, distant 5^ miles 
in a N.E. by E. direction, affords no shelter for any but the smallest class 
of vessels. In the outer part of the bay the depths are moderate, but to 
the southward of the Magharree islands it becomes shallow, and the 
shores run off flat to a long distance. In clear weather vessels under 
13 feet draught of water may gain the shelter of the Samphire islands ; 
but in thick weather, or with a westerly gale, it would be imprudent for a 
stranger to run for this anchorage. 

Tralee, the chief town of county Kerry, with a population in 1861 of 
10,920, stands near the head of the bay, a great part of which dries at low 
water. Notwithstanding its unfavourable maritime position it presents 
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indications of commercial prosperitj, and is one of the most thriving towns 
in the south of Ireland. A ship canal 1} miles in length, and with 13 feet 
water at springs,, enables vessels to proceed up to the town, at neaps it 
has sometimes as little as 8^ feet water. Nearly a quarter of a mile 
within the entrance there is a lock with gates 30 feet wide. The basin at 
Tralee possesses an area of nearly 60,000 feet, capable of containing from 
25 to 30 vessels, with every convenience for loading or discharging, and 
provided with cranes, one of which is capable of lifting 6^ tons. 

There are 16 sailing vessels belonging to the port, amounting to 557 
tons in the aggregate. In 1862 the arrivals were, 307 vessels of 46,877 
tons, of which 30 were foreigners. Customs dues, 19,593/. The imports 
consist of Indian corn, meal, coals, iron, timber, glass, earthen and hard- 
wares, and salt. The exports, grain, butter, and provisions. It has com 
munication by rail with Cork and Dublin. 

Provisions may generally be obtained in any quantity. Also coal for 
steamers, but on apcount of the long freight the latter is dear. 

Vessels requiring slight repairs are beached off the little village of 
Eilfenora, near the Samphire anchorage ; for anything more extensive 
recourse must be l^ad to Limerick. 

wtlotUb — ^There are 11 licensed pilots belonging to the port, who are 
constantly at sea^ and usually board between the Blaskets and Kerry head. 
Coasters are generally boarded inside the Magharree islands, or in heavy 
weather under the Samphire islands. 

The pilotage rate varies from one pound to ten shillings, from the 
Magharree islands or their vicinity to the Samphire anchorage, and is at the 
rate of 1^. 6d, per foot draught of water from this anchorage to the canaL 

&XOKT. — Tralee lighthouse, standing upon Little Samphire island, 
exhibits ^ fixed light at an elevation of 56 feet, red to seaward between 
N. \ E. and W. by N. \ N., white towards the upper part of the bay and 
harbour, and screened towards the land, and is seldom visible beyond 4 or 5 
miles in dear weather. • As it is intended to lead a vessel dear of the 
dangers in the entrance of the bay, 5 miles distant, it ought to be 
sufficiently brilliant to be seen 7 or 8 miles in ordinary states of the 
atmosphere. 

The red light just open, bearing South, will carry a vessel to the west« 
ward of the dangers in the middle of the bay, and by bringing it on a 
S. by E. bearing, vTill dear the shoal water off Fenit. The white light 
must not be opened until within half a mile of the lighthouse, in order to 
keep clear of the flats extending from the south shore of the bay ; as soon 
as it comes into view steer, so as to pass about 3 cables to the southward 
of it, for the anchoragei under the Samphire islands. 

The west shore of the bay may generally be approached by the leatl, 
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tacking about a mile off in three fathoms. Off Castle Gregory, a little 
village in the western bend of the bay, the bottom is fouL With the villiage 
E. by S. i S^ lying nearly a mile off shore, there is a rocky patch of 6 feet 
wat^,^th 19 and 20 ^t dose outside it. From this, the head of the 
bay,: bomposed of a low. rocky ^or^ lying at the foot of high moun- 
tains^: bends to the south-east and east to the swampy flat of Derrymore 
|ioint. . . ' 

XEBKT BBAB, a bold bluff headland, 220 feet high, is steep-to and 
quite free from danger. Its south shore trends in a south-easterly direction 
4 miles to Ballyheige castle, where it bends to the south-west, forming 
Ballyheige bay,- in -the bight of which lied Church bank, with 10 feet 
Tfater over it, and with Ballyheige Castle l>earing E. | N. one mile distant. 
To the south-west of this, the shore, as far as Fenit island, is composed of 
low ranges of sand hills, and m generally clean and free froin danger, 
excepting in the vicinity of Black roiek, a large rock 35 feet high, lying on 
the shore 2 miles to th^ southward of Ballyheige Oastle; Three-quarters 
of aimle to the soiitliward of Black rock, a tidal rock, uncovered on spring 
ebbs, Kes nearly lialf a mile from the shdre; foul grouii^ extends lor 
nearly a quarter of a mile to seaward of both these rocks. ' 

'^jteCKAAcHBittOSB, 'i^sifiLg from a small' t>ase perpendfculariy to the 
hei^lit of 96 feet, stands prominently out to near the midcde of the fintrance 
of Tralee bay, and serves as a beacon to warn vessels of their approach to 
the dangers in its vicinity. " 

' A To6ky uncovered at last-quarter eM>, lied N. 6y E. one-third of a mile 
from M^ckla^hma^l and nearly fh' the ot)|><>8]td direction, ir^nroi^hirds oF 
a iiile fi^oni it, there is an' e^ttensiv^ ^dbjr patch "i«1th 12 feet <m 
iV Kerry.'head/kej^t 'o|>en to the Westward of Mii^^klaghmore, lead».',to 
ttewi^t^iord' x)fther litter^ .B^'kii^ht thevri^flight ofk Samphire iskmd 
k^pt in-iight Deads -to the westward of aU these 'r6ck£r; 0r,7}f' this':li^ht 
dbtioi 1^ e^, I/6'op headl^ht Ic^tj-ni^ t>t»ea>of £erty head KI^.E. |'E. *; 
Witt clear them' in tiie«8bne'diTteci;i<jn, and iii considered the best and. safest 

lUaunabariiagh, 29 feet high, lies^S.E. by E. \ £; three-qtfarters of annle 
from Mucklaghmore. The water is deep close round and between these 
idiots, and also between the latter tod 4lie dangers north and 4outh pf it. 

" Boat rack, corveifed at high-water iBt>tijigs, lies East three-quarters 
of a mile from Ulammbartiaghif Half a mile frdrther to the eastward, 
and raith^ more than a ndle from ' the rocks that cover the eastern shore, 
there is a patch with 7 feet watery and from 3^ to 4^ fatiMHUs between it ' 
and the shore. In bad weather the whole space occupied by these dangers 
presents a mass of breakers, and it is dangeroud at all tim^s for a stranger 
to*^ attempt to pass between or to the eastward of them. 
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moss BOCOK, 17 feet high, lying nearly half a mile from the north-weat 
point of Fenit^ is bold-to to the northward* To the southward of it the 
low-lying western shore of Fenit is foul for three-quartei-s of a mile off. 
Kerry head kept a little to the east of Mucklaghmore clears this foul 
ground. . The light on Samphire island, bearing S. by £., leads along its 
edge, in 12 feet water ; when within 1^ miles of the light it mifet be kept 
to the eastward of this bearing. 

, Fenit island, connected with the mainland by a narrow, stony embank^ 
ment of natural formation, forms the western shore of the little harbour of 
Ban*ow, fit only for small vessels of less than 10 feet draught, and with 
th0 exception of a narrow channel, dry at low water. Its entrance, 
obslTucted by dangerous rocks, is rendered still more difficult by the 
rapidity of the tide. The anchorage is abreast of Fenit castle in 12 or 
18 feet i^ater, where it Is necessary to moor, on account of the strong tide^ 
lind-narrow channeL 

'tuaHMWattm XSftAmnfl. — ^Little Samphire island, lying on the outer 
^dg^ o£ the foul ground, at the bend of the east shore towards Tralee, is 
entii^^ly occupied by the lighthouse and buildings attached to it, and iS 
moderately steep-to. • 

Sainphire island, of 84 ffeet elevation, lies S.E. by E.', two-thirds of a 
Bt^ef^om Little Samphik'e, and about 3 cables from the nearest shore. The 
Wheel rock)^bov^ed on last quarter flood, lies a. oal)le to the westward of 
it, and betwecoi it and the shore there is only about 4 feet water. The 
deep' water chaimel^ about a cable wide, runs close to the southward of 
Samphire island^ JEUQid is Ixmnded to the southward by the great banks that 
cover the south shore, the outer edge of which dries at low water. To the 
6dk8tward< of this, .4 or 5 feet water may be carried for about 2 miles over 
the flats that entirely All this inner portion of the bay, beyond Which, they 
uheovdr to the entrance of the canal, a distance of 1-^ miles further. 
' ' The only filv^ftered^anchorage in Trale^ bay is confined to the narrow 
channel running along the south side of tlie Stunphire islands, about 
1^ miles in lengthy and seldom excee)(&ng a ci^ble in width, with from 8 to 
5 SEithbrns ^w«ter in inid channel Vessels of ov^r I8'feet draught must 
not igb above Samphire island,* but aadior with it bearing East, and- the 
lightiiouse N^N.W., iia 5 fkihoms water. Those of under 14 feet draught 
may mn up above SampUre island, and ahchor tiith its south end W. ^ N.^ 
iii 8 ta' 8^ fathoms wiater. - '. 

TIBB8.— -It is high water on ftdl and change at the Samphire islands at 
4h. 8 m. Springs rise 12^ feet ; neaps, 9;^ feet. 

BzSBOTXOirfl. — In dear weather small vessels may boldly run for 
Tralee bay, its position being easily distinguished by the conspicuous land^ 
marks in its approach;, but in thick weather, or with a westerly gale, it 
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will be safer for vessels seeking shelter to run for the river Shannon, 
ivhere pilots can always board, and vessels at all times be anchored in 
safety. 

Coming from the westward a course must be steered for Kerry head 
tmtil well clear of the Magharree islands. When Mucklaghmore appears 
in view, bearing about S.S.E. ^ E., steer towards it, keeping Illauna- 
bamagh open to the northward of it until Loop head lighthouse comes on 
with Kerry head bearing N.N.E. | E. ; run on the opposite course, 
S.S.W, I W., with this mark on, and it will lead between Mucklaghmore 
and the Magharree islands. 

In moderate and clear weather there is no great difficulty in running 
through Magharree sound. Gurrig island stands conspicuously in its 
western entrance, and may be passed on either side. Give the south end 
of Illauntannig a berth of one cable. If the leading marks, Fenit castle 
and Church hill, can be made out, run through with them in line S.E. ^ E., 
in 15 feet at low water, but if these are obscured, bring Gurrig its own 
breadth open south of Illauntannig, and run through with them in that 
direction until Loop head lighthouse comes nearly on with Kerry head, 
when alter course to the southward, as before. Although most of the 
vessels trading to Tralee pass through this sound, it must be observed that 
they are generally of light draught, not exceeding 13 feet ; vessels drawing 
more than this must always go to the northward of the islands. 

When Little Samphire light bears S.S.E., steer about S. by E. ^ E., so 
as to pass it at the distance of a quarter of a mile. About a mile to the 
north-west of it a bar, with 16 feet at low water, will be met with. 
Vessels of greater draught must adapt their time for crossing it to the 
state of the tide. When Samphire island bears E.S.E., haul up towards 
it, and anchor as before directed* 

Vessels with a foul wind must tack when standing to the eastward, 
before Mucklaghmore comes in line with Kerry head, or, by night, before 
the red light on Samphire island is obscured. As the light is approached, 
stand towards Fenit with great caution, for the line of obscuration passes 
close to the edge of the reefs. The west shore may be approached by the 
lead. Standing to the southward, tack when the lighthouse bears E. by S., 
or, by night, as soon as it changes colour, until within about half a mile 
of it, when a vessel will have entered the channel to the southward of the 
Samphire islands. To the eastward of the large island a vessel must 
stand to the southward with extreme caution, as the edge of the bank is 
steep-to, and channel narrow. 

Vessels under 12 feet draught may proceed at high water across the 
flatsi and by the canal to Tralee, but for this purpose the assistance of a 
pilot is essential. The only direction that can be given, is to steer from 
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the anchorage for the harbour-master's house by the canal, keeping 
towards the north shore until the buoys can be seen, of which there are 
seven, all lying on the south side of the channel. Just off the mouth of the 
canal there is a mooring buoy for vessels working in or out to hold on by ; 
but to remain at it would, of course, involve being left high and dry at low 
water. 

THE SHANNON. 

The largest river in Ireland, and the port of Limerick ; affords spacious 
and secure anchorage for ships of the greatest burthen, and is easy of 
access; its wide entrance, free from outlying danger, and marked by 
conspicuous objects, is easily identified, and may at all times be safely run 
for.* 

On issuing from Lough Allen the Shannon runs in a S.S.W. direction 
for 100 miles to Limerick, and thence in a W.S.W. direction 50 miles 
farther to the sea. The tide flows as far as Limerick, and above this, 
assisted by a few short canals, where falls occur, the river is navigable by 
barges and small steamers almost to its source. 

Its principal affluents are the river Suck, about 40 miles above Limerick, 
and the Fergus, 15 miles below that city. Between the confluence of the 
latter and the sea the navigation is easy at all times of tide, but above this 
the river becomes shallow, and obstructed by rocks and mud banks, and 
can only be navigated towards high water. 

»iXiOT8. — ^There are 58 pilots for the port of Limerick, who cruise in 
cutters, and, excepting in very bad weather, will be met with to the 
westward of Loop head. The rate of pilotage from this to Limerick for 
vessels not exceeding 17 feet draught is from 4s, 6d, to 6s, per foot, 
according to draught of water, and proportionally less to any of the 
intermediate anchorages. 

steam tngm may be procured at Limerick. 

The funnel-shaped entrance of the Shannon, opening between Kerry 
head on the south, and Loop head on the north, is nearly 8 miles wide, 
with a depth of 20 to 28 fathoms; 11 miles within these heads U 
abruptly contracts to less than 2 miles in width, and this may be taken 
as the average width of the river as far as Tarbert. From the round blufl' 
of Kerry head to Cashen river, a distance of 10 miles to the eastward, the 
south shore is of a low cliffy character, and free from danger, excepting at 
one spot, about 4 miles to the eastward of the head, where it is foul for 
nearly one-third of a mile off. 



* See Chart, Ireland, Sheet IX., No. 2,254 $ scale msO*5 of an inch. Abo Kiver 
Shannon, eheets 1 to 7 inclusive. 
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OASKBW SFIT, Ijing in front of Cftshen river, runs off to the N.N.W. 
for nearly a mile from the shore, with depths varying from 4^ to 1^ 
fathoms. Kilconlj point kept open of Leek pomt, N.E. by E. f E^ clears 
it in 6 fiithoms. 

Cashen river is a small tidal inlet, with a dry bar at its entrance. The 
sand hills of Ballybunnion, stretching to the northward towards Bally- 
bunnion Castle, and fronted by a flat sandy fore shore, are conspicuous 
objects from the sea. Beyond the castle the shore again becomes rocky 
and irregular as far as Kilconly point, between which and Kilcradan head, 
on the opp6site shore, the entrance of the Shannon is not more than If 
miles wide. 

From Cashen river to the northward this shore is covered by a great 
flat called Ballybunnion bank, with from 6 to 8 fathoms water over it, that 
stretches across the entrance to within 1^ miles of the north shore, which 
is also covered by a similar flat called the Turbot bank, with from 10 to 14 
&thoms water between them. 



3boo» BBAB, forming the north point of the entrance, terminates in an 
abrupt precipice 180 feet high, a little within which stands the lighthouse. 
At the distance of half a cable from the extreme point there is a sunken 
rock that breaks. From this to the eastward to Kilbaha bay the shore is 
moderately bold-to. Kilbaha bay affords partial shelter to the Ashing and 
pilot hookers belonging to the village of the same name that stands on the 
hills immediately over it. To the eastward oi this the shore continues 
quite clear of danger to Einevella bay abreast of which lies Kilstiffin bank. 
Rayhill, 386 feet high, and steep towards the sea, is a conspicuous feature 
of this shore. 



—Two lights mark the north side of the entrance to the Shan- 
non. The first, a ^xed white light on Loop head, is exhibited at an eleva- 
tion of 277 feet from a white tower 75 feet high, visible from seaward 
between the bearings of S. W. by W. ^ W. and N.W. by W. at a distance of 
22 miles in clear weather. The second, on Ealcradan head, 8 miles to 
the eastward, shows red to seaward and white towards the river, and is 
exhibited at an elevation of 133 feet from a white tower 43 feet high, 
visible in clear weather 16 miles. 



is a bluff rocky headland 120 to 140 feet high, and 
with Kilconly point on the .Kerry shore, forms the inner points of entrance 
to the river. Half a mile to the eastward of Kilcradan head is a shelving 
rocky point called Kilcradan point, on which there is a battery mounted en 
barbette, with a bomb-proof tower. This shore is clear and may be boldly 
approached ; the tide, however, particularly the ebb, sweeps out of Car- 
rigaholt bay round the point with great velocity. In the fairway, at 
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Bprings, the flcMxl runs 3 kOQt^ an hour, and tho ebb 8^ to 4 knots. The 
dangers to be guarded against by a veasel entering the Shannon are 
Kilstiffin bank and Beal bar, both lying near the inner points of entrance, 
the former on the north, the latter on the south shore. 

XZXATUPFSH BAWX, with from 4 to 6 fathoms water over it, lies 
about three-quarters of a mile S.S.W. of Rinevella bay, and W. by S. J S. 
one mile from Kilcradan lighthouse, and breaks dangerously with a strong 
westerly wind and an ebb tide. The leading mark between it and the north 
shore, called the Seven-fathom channel, is Kilbaha cliff in line with Kil- 
clogher head, W.N.W. J W. 

BBA& BAS. — The earliest danger that presents itself on entering the 
Shannon, extends off from Beal sand-hills on the south shore ; these ar^ 
very conspicuous from the whiteness of the sand that composes them, and 
rise to the height of 60 or 60 feet, with their summits broken into irregular 
mounds covered with rank verdure. 

The bar, though why so called it is difficult to say, is a flat bank of sand 
and stones, that uncovers at low tides for more than half a mile off; 
beyond which the shallows extend a cable and a half farther, making the 
whole distance from the shore to the 3-fathom edge of the bank three- 
quarters of a mile. Its north edge, which is very steep-to, is marked by a 
black buoy moored in 9 fathoms water, with Doonaha chapel on the north 
shore open to the eastward of Doonaha batteiy N.N.E., and Bayhill in 
line with Kilcradan head W.N.W. J W. A cable to the southward of the 
buoy the bank uncovers, and from this spot a stony spit of 2^ to 3 fathoms 
water, runs along its north edge for nearly a mile to the westward, and is 
steep-to. 

The tail of Beal bar, with from 3i^ to 4 fathoms water, extends more 
than half a mile further in the same direction, its extreme western point 
lying nearly in the middle of the entrance, or rather less than a mile S.S.E. 
from Kilcradan point, and about the same distance north of Kilconly 
point. Ballybunnion point, just open west of the low rocks off Leek point, 
S.W. by S., leads west of the tail of Beal bar in 7 or 8 fathoms water. 
The mark generally used for going to the northward of it, Kilclogher 
head just touching Kilcradan head, W.N.W. } W., leads about 2 cables 
from the bank. Kilcradan lighthouse in line with the peak of Rayhill, 
W.N.W. J W., leads nearly a cable from it in 17 fathoms. 

The navigable channel between Kilcradan point and the tail of Beal bar 
is nearly a mile wide, with from 8 to 21 fathoms, the deepest water being 
close to the edge of the shoaL 

To the eastward of Kilcradan point the shore falls back to the north- 
ward, forming Carrigaholt bay and affording good shelter against westerly 
winds in drrigaholt road. 

D 2 
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OAXBiChAJiOZiT BOA9, Ijing to the northward of Kilcradan point 
and protected bj it, is a fine secure anchorage with all winds from the 
westward, but with the wind from E.N,E. to South, there is an uneasy 
short sea for small vessels, and with south-west gales a long rolling swell 
sets in round Kilcradan point. These roads have the advantage of being 
free from any great strength of tide, but the anchorage is extremely limited 
for vessels of burthen. 

From the depth of 6 ibthoms, half a mile to the eastward of Ealcradan 
point, it shoals gradually towards the shore, and is everywhere pretty 
level, with good holding ground on a bottom of sand over clay and mud. 

The best anchorage for a large ship is off Kilcradan bay, with the top of 
Rayhill in line with the coastguard watch-house, W. f N., and Moyarta 
lodge just open of the point on which Carrigaholt castle stands, N. ^ W., 
in 5^ to 6 fathoms at low water. Small vessels may go farther in to the 
northward according to their draught of water ; with Carrigaholt Castle 
bearing West they will find 3J fathoms ; above this it becomes extremely 
shallow. 

From Carrigaholt bay the shore takes an E. by S. direction for 7^ miles 
to Kilrush, and is throughout shoal to some distance off. 

Boonalia Siioal, with 3 fathoms water, lies on the outer edge of 
these shallows, at the distance of three-quarters of a mile off shore, with 
Doonaha battery bearing N.E., and leaving a safe and clear channel 
between it and Beal bar upwards of a mile wide. About a mile to the 
westward of the shoal there is a knoll with 4f fathoms ; and a similar 
distance to the eastward of it a rock with 5 fathoms water, all on the north 
side of the fairway. Kilcradan lighthouse in line with Kilcradan battery 
W. ^ N., leads to the southward of them all, and Doonaha battery in line 
with Doonaha chapel N.N.E. f E. leads to the eastward of Doonaha shoal. 

From Corlish point as far eastward as Kilrush, the north shore is 
fronted by an extensive fore shore, composed of mud, sand, and large 
stones, across which a channel with one foot water only, leads to a large 
tidal estuary called Foulnasherry bay. 

SCATTSST zsabAVB, three-quarters of a mile long, and about half a 
mile broad, with an elevation of 68 feet above the sea, lies directly ahead 
of a vessel running past Beal bar, and is remarkable for its ecclesiastical 
ruins. Conspicuous among these is one of the finest pillar or Bound towers 
in Ireland, rising to a height of 86 feet above the ground, and retaining 
its vertical position and conical cap, it forms a useful sea mark. On the 
south extreme of the island, called Binana point, there is a battery and 
tower similar to those on Kilcradan point. A lighthouse^ on an iron 
frame and moveable tramway, is in course of construction here. 

Its western shore is composed of low cliffs based on a stony fore shore. 
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which surrounds the island and runs off into extensive flats, encircling 
Hog island to the north-east, and forming a dangerous shoal to the south- 
west of Binana point. 

BOJLTTWMT KOAB, situated to the eastward of Scattery island, and 
sheltered by it from the prevailing westerly winds, affords excellent an- 
chorage and good holding gi*ound, on a bottom of blue mud coated with 
a thin covering of sand, and is where wind-bound vessels commonly stop. 
The anchorage for large vessels in 7 or 8 fathoms is with Kilcradan hill 
in line with Rinana point W.N. W. ^ W., with the east end of Hog islimd 
in line with Cappah house N.E. ^ E. for its western limit, and the same 
point in line with the Revenue square N.N.E. ^ E. for its eastern. Beal 
point touching Binana point W. | N., leads along the southern edge of 
the shoals that cover the east side of Scattery island, in 3 fathoms water. 
Small vessels anchor just inside this line. The anchorage is sheltered from 
the flood tide, and the sti'cngth of the ebb is much diminished. 

OV8TOM8 aaou&ATioini.— The Commissionei's of Her Majesty's 
customs have appointed Scattery road to be the proper station within 
the port of Limerick for all vessels coming up or departing from the said 
port, to bring to for boarding or landing the ofiicers of customs, in lieu 
of Tarbert ; and the master of every vessel failing to comply with this 
notice, will render himself liable to a penalty of 100/. 

Supplies may be obtained from Kilrush, or by steamer from Limerick, 
with the exception of fresh water, which can be procured no nearer than 
Ejiockfinish point on the south shore. 

TKXMOLumKf a post and market town, population 4,665, stands at the head 
of a small creek on the north shore of the Shannon, within Scattery 
island. It is of considerable size, and much frequented for sea bathing, 
the facility it enjoys for steam communication with Limerick has greatly 
iucrcased its prosperity. Supplies of all sorts may bo obtained here, with 
the exception of water, and there is a patent slip for vessels of 2o0 tons. 

The creek or harbour, dry at low water, iiinuing in an K. by N. direc- 
tion, three-quarters of a mile to the town, is provided with quays, and 
admits vessels of 12 feet draught at high water. 

The pier, about 500 yards to the eastward of the harbour, and where 
vessels usually load, affords accommodation to steam vessels, but is exposed 
to a heavy sea during westerly gales. Originally built by the Commis- 
sioners of customs, it has received additions at diflereut times to meet the 
increasing requirements of trade, and has now 1 1 feet at the pier head at 
low water. 

The fishing trade of the town is somewhat extensive. The district 
employs 638 men and 197 boats, of which 178 are canoes or curragh/i. 
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Eoormoiifl quantitiet of turf are sent to Limerick firom Kilroah and Poul- 
Daihenj baj. 

ju&KiTBB c^SAnBin lying between Scattery island and the shoals 
oovering the north shore, carries from 3^ to 8 fathoma water, bending 
round to the southward, it contracts to aboot 200 yards in width between 
Hog island and the shore. 

woliF &OCK, with 4 feet at low water, lies in this part of the channel, 
on the side of the main, with Cappah house, a large white house on the 
shore, bearing N.N.E. one cable distant, and Rinana point on Scattery, 
touching the south-east point of Hog island. An arch over a stream on 
the east side of the pier kept open of the high water line clears it. 

Southward of this the Kilrush channel joins the main body of the river, 
enabling vessels of 18 feet draught to approach the anchorage off Kilrush 
pier either from the eastward or westward at all times of tide. 

There is a passage with 9 feet at low water between Scattery and Hog 
islands, but rendered narrow and dangerous by an extensive rocky tract 
lying across it uncovered at low water springs. 

TZ9B8. — It is high water on full and change at Kilrush at 4 h. 42 m. 
Springs rise 14 feet ; neaps 10^ feet. Abreast of Hog island the stream 
runs from 4 to 4^ knots on springs. 

BzmBOTZOWS. — Vessels from the westward bound for Kilrush, may, on 
rounding Kilcradan point, steer directly for the town, which will be seen 
to the northward of the round tower on Scattery island. As the latter is 
approached, a high storehouse will be seen in the town to the right of the 
Roman Catholic chapel (not the distillery store, known by its two 
chimneys), which must be kept touching the right part of a very 
white house at the patent slip E. ^ N., until the two western, low, but well 
defined points of Hog island come in line, when the course must be altered 
to S.E. by E. J E. for the anchorage off the pier. A vessel may anchor 
here in 4 fathoms water, with the west point of Hog island closing with 
the east side of Scattery, and the pier head E. by N. one cable distant. 

This anchorage is called Cappah or the foot of Cappah, and being much 
exposed, nhould only bo used preparatory to going alongside the pier. The 
tides run strongly through this channel on springs, and the ground is 
not the best for holding. 

In running out to the south-eastward from the pier, it is necessary to 
keep rather over towards the point of Hog island, in order to avoid the 
Wolf rock, when a S.S.E. course for one mile will carry a vessel into the 
main channel of the river. But to vessels bound up the Shannon, the 
direct eourse from Kilcradan point is to the southward of the island of 
Seaitary. 
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I, with 15 feet water over it, lies 4 cables to the south- 
west of Rinana point, the south point of Scattery island. Foul ground, 
with 4 to 4^ fathoms over it, extends 2 cables to the southward of this, 
and is marked by a red buoy moored near its outer edge in 6 fathoms, with 
the Round tower in line with the highest part of the battery on the south 
point of Scattery, N.E. by N., and the peak of Ray hill, a distance equal to 
its own elevation open of Kilcradan head. The latter is the clearing mark 
for ships of heavy draught ; and when the ruined church of Teample-na- 
angel, standing on the highest part of Scattery, is in line with the low clay 
cliff forming the eastern part of Rinana point, they will be above or to the 
eastward of the shoal. 

There is a passage between the shoal and Scattery island, which, how- 
ever, should not be used by large vessels, as the bottom is very uneven 
and rocky. Caherdoty house (a large and conspicuous white house on the 
north shore), just open to the northward of a lime kiln on the beach below 
it, bearing E.S.E. \ E., leads through this passage in 4^ fathoms water. 
Off the end of the shoal there is a race, with heavy overfalls on springs, 
especially with a strong breeze against the tida The velocity of the tide 
at this spot is 4^ knots on the ebb, and 4 on the flood. 

CAJlRZa SKOAXi. — Abreast of Scattery the fairway of the river is 
reduced to little more than half a mile in width by the Carrig shoal, an 
extensive bank of sand, gravel, and stones, that runs off for more than half 
a mile from Carrig island, on the south shore of the river, with from 12 to 
1 5 feet water on its outer edge, and steep-to. On the north end of Carrig 
island there is a battery and tower like those on Rinana point, from which 
it bears S. by W. ^ W. 1^ miles distant. Kilclogher head on the north 
side of the entrance touching Beal pointy W.N.W. ^ W., just cleai-s the 
north point of Carrig shoal in 5 fathoms water ; by keeping them a little 
open it will clear in 12 fathoms. The north edge of this bank runs in a 
south-easterly direction across Ballylongford bay, which it entirely fills, 
and joins the shore at Knookfinlish point, on the west side of which there 
is a good stream of fresh water, and abreast of it fair anchorage in 
7 fathoms water, about 2 cables from the point, and out of the strength of 
the tide. 

Ardmore point, a high projecting point on the south shore, and the bold 
bluff called Money point on the north, known by the slate quarries on it, 
are steep-to and may be approached to a cable's distance, but the bights 
are not so bold-to, and must be approached with more caution. Vessels 
may stop for a tide to the eastward of Ardmore pointy in Glown Clonsagh 
bay, in 5 to 6 fathoms muddy bottom, at the distance of one-third of a 
mile from the shore ; also to the eastward of Money point, off Poul-na- 
Dharri in a similar depth. 
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A remarkable rocky ridge, called the Bridge, with 10 to 12 fathoms 
water over it, and with from 20 to 25 fathoms on each side, runs 
across the river from about a mile to the westward of Money point, 
towards ALrdmore point. In bad weather, especially with a spring ebb, this 
causes a heavy breaking sea. 

The deepest water in the river inside Kilcradan point, 32 fathoms, occurs 
off Money point. 

Cloonderlaw bay, a wide and shallow inlet, ininning up to the eastward, is 
almost all dry at low water. Within the line joining its outer points there 
is not more than 2 fathoms water, and in front of it there is a mud bank 
with 4 fathoms over it, and 6 to 8 fathoms inside it. Glin church in line 
with Bowline rock perch, S.S.E. J E., leads to the westward of this bank 
in 8 fathoms water. 

TAMBMRT isakAJTB, insulated at high water only, stands on a salient 
point of the south shore, formed by a sudden bend of the river to the 
southward. On the island is a battery and tower, similar to those of 
Scattery Carrig and Kilcradan, with a corresponding one on the opposite 
side of the river at Kilkerrin point, the south point of Cloonderlaw bay ; 
thus completely commanding the passage, which is here exactly a mile 
wide. 

TASBBRT XiiaKT. — A white circular lighthouse, 54 feet high, stands 
on the north extremity of the rocks projecting from Tarbert island, exhibit- 
ing a fixed white light 58 feet above high water, distinctly seen from off 
Kilcradan point, 12 miles distant. The northern shore of the island is 
moderately bold-to, but to the eastward of the lighthouse a rocky ledge 
extends a cable and a half off shore. 

Cooks point, 3 cables to the southward of the lighthouse, forms the north 
point of an extensive bight, filled with mud, and having at its head the 
village of Tarbert, a small village, affording no supplies, and approachable 
by boats at high water only. A cable to the westwai'd of the point, there 
is a landing pier for boats, and near it a new pier, at the south-west 
arm of which, vessels drawing from 12 to 14 feet may lay at low water. 
From this the edge of the mud fiat sweeps round to Ballydonoghoe point, 
one mile distant; for half a mile to the southward of Cooks point it runs off 
shallow with 3 fathoms water only at a cable's distance. Ballydonoghoe 
point is also foul, having only 10 to 15 feet water on the Oyster bank, at a 
distance of 3 cables from the shore. Glin church kept open to the north- 
ward of Glin castle, S.E. \ S. clears it. 

nva r ATKOM xvoXiXi, a rocky patch, with 2% feet water, lies in the 
fairway of the river, 4 cables S.E. \ E. from Cooks point, and S.S.E. | E. 
from Tarbert lighthouse, and must be carefully avoided by large ships of 
war. To clear it keep the lighthouse on a N.W. or N.W. \ N. bearing, 
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until Bock lodge opens of Colman point, or if going into Tarbert i-oads, 
keep at about 2 cables from the shore of the island. 

TABBBBT moAB» lying to the south-east of Tarbert island, is one of the 
best anchorages in the Shannon, being well sheltered irom the prevailing 
westerly wind, and the holding ground good ; but the tides are I'apid, and 
it is necessary to anchor as close to the edge of the mud bank as is con- 
sistent with safety, in order to avoid their strength.* 

The best anchorage for large vessels is with the lighthouse well oi)en 
of Cooks point N. J W., and a large corn store in the village of Tai'bert, 
just open of the road wall, forming the high water line, bearing W. ^ S. 
in about 6 fathoms muddy bottom. Small vessels lie close up towards the 
island, keeping the lighthouse just over Cooks point. 

8UPy&ZB8 of all kinds may be procured by steamer from Limenck, and 
water at a stream on the east side of Ballydonoghoe point, but not with 
facility. 

TXBBS. — It is high water at Tarbert on full and change at 4 h. 57 m. ; 
spring rise 14^ feet ; neaps, 10^ feet. In the stream abreast of the 
anchorage the flood at springs runs 3 knots, and the ebb 3| knots. There 
is an eddy in the roads at half flood. Ofl' the lighthouse and along the 
shore to Cooks point, the spring ebb runs with such velocity as to form a 
violent race, which extends some distance off the shore, and to the 
northward of the lighthouse. 

The south shore of the river eastwai'd of Tarbert road must be 
approached with caution, as after passing the Oyster bank, shelving banks 
or prongs run off in some places to a distance of two cables, with from 
16 to 22 feet water over them. 

The pretty little village of Glin, with Glin castle standing to the westward 
of it, lies about 3 miles E.S.E. of Tarbert. To the north-east of it 
there is good anchorage for small vessels with southerly winds, in 5 to 6 
fathoms water, good holding ground ; the castle bearing W.S.W. 1^ cables 
off shore ; or further to the eastward, off Caherea house in 4^ to o 
fathoms, with Glin castle open of Knockranny point W. by S. 

XiOwa mooXf composed of boulders, and uncovered at half tide, lies 
about ^ miles to the eastward of Glin, and projects into the river about 
3 cables from the high water mark, and with the weir erected on it is 
a great obstruction to river craft. Glin castle, kept twice its breadth open 
north of Knockranny point W. by S. clears it, as will also Loughel and 
Gurraun points in line E. by S. 

To the eaistward of Long rock the shore continues foul to 2 cables 
distance. At Ellteery point 1^ miles from Long rock there is a pier, 



* See Flan of Tarbert road, No. 1,528, scale, ma 9*0. 
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dry At low water, but affording convenient landing for river craft. From 
this to Loughel point, 1^ miles to the eastward, the shore is covered bj 
a mud flaty extending 3 cables o£^ and with from 1 to 2 fathoms water 
over it. 



CAXKIOSBV socxs, composed of boulders, uncovered at low water 
springs, lie on the outer edge of this mud flat, about 3 cables from the 
high water line. Fairy lawn on the south shore, open east of Hip hall, is 
the cross mark for them, and Mount Trenchard house, open north of 
Loughel point E.S.E.5 clears them in 5 fathoms water. 

To the eastward of this, as far as the entrance of Foynes harbour, a dis- 
tance of 3 miles, the south shore is clear of danger, with the exception of 
one spot of 22 feet water, that lies 1^ cables off shore, with Loughel 
Church bearing S. by E., tack towards it in 8 or 9 fathoms. 



I ROCX, lying two cables from the north shore, and nearly 
opposite Tarbert road, uncovers on last quarter ebb, and is marked by an 
iron perch. Foul ground extends a quarter of a mile to the westward of 
the perch, and to the north-west of it the ground is rocky and foul and 
dangerous for large ships for two-thirds of a mile, having only 23 to 26 feet 
water on its outer part, and 13 to 16 feet half way between it and the perch. 
Between this foul ground and Five-fathom knoll the passage is 3 cables 
wide, with from 5^ to 14 fathoms water, and between it and the Oyster 
rock on the south shore it is 6 cables wide, with from 8 to 13 fathoms water. 
Rock lodge, a large white house on Gurraun point, well open of Colmans 
point E.S.E., leads to the southward of Bowline rock. 

The north shore of the river is bold-to from Bowline rock as far to the 
eastward as Labbasheeda bay, a distance of 3 miles. 

&AJBBABKBBBA BAY is entirely fllled with a mud flat, that almost 
dries at low water ; commencing at Redgap point, the west extreme of 
the bay, its outer edge runs for about two miles to eastward, and is steep-to, 
particularly near the middle of the bay, where it shoals from 10 fathoms to 
3 in half a cable. 

Labbasheeda village is a small place, lying along the shore at the head of 
the bay, affording no supplies ; the anchorage in front of this bay is 
considered one of the best in the Shannon for small vessels, particularly with 
northerly winds, the bottom is clean, of a tenacious mud, and is excellent 
holding ground. A vessel may anchor with the chapel at the village well 
open of the west side of the bay N. by E. | E., the top of mount Shannon 
in lino with the lower farm house at its base, and Shannon Lawn (west of 
Glln) juflt in line with mount Shannon point W. by S., in 6 to 8 fathoms 
water, at about 2 cables from Redgap point; or anywhere along the edge 
of the bank to the eastward in 7 to 11 fathoms. 
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unooTered at low wmt»r« lies on tho eistern side of 
LabbMheeda baj, about 500 jards from tbe sbore. Labbaabeoda cbapQl» 
twice its iHeadth open of Labbasbeeda point, leads to tbe aoutb-west of 
it ; and a white fann-bouse on Foynes island, seen over Rinalan point 
E.S.E., leads well dear of it, and serves also for a taming mark along tbe 
shore to the eastward until within half a mile of Rinalan point. 

For half a mile to tbe westward of Rinalan point tbe sboix) is covered 
by a bank with from 3| to 5 fathoms over it, extending to al>ont one*tbird 
of a mile off. The point is bold*to, as is the shore to tbe eastward of it 
for rather more than half a mile, where there is some foul ground lying 
under a Danish fort, and extending 1^ cables off shore. 

In front of Cabircon House, 1| miles to the eastward of Rinalan point, 
the shore is covered by a mud bank, dry at low water, and may be ap- 
proached to 7 or 8 fathoms water at a cable's distance. 

MM ittHMmatAT, a small flat island, lies about a mile to the eastward of 
Cahircon House ; between it and the main there is a channel 350 foot wide, 
with a depth of from 2 to 4 fathoms, through which the spring tides sweep 
with great velocity. A quay has been built on a ledge of rocks opposite 
the island, as a shipping place for the village of Kildysart, situated rather 
more than a mile to the north-eastward. 

The west side of the island is rocky and moderately bold. To the south- 
west of it there is a detached rock that lies much in the way of vessels going 
into the pier, and must be left by them on the starboard hand, by keeping 
pretty close to the opposite point of the mainland, which is rocky and 
bold-to. 

To the eastward of Inisbmurray the river front is composed of a number 
of islands and rocks, between which there are narrow and intricate channels 
leading to the river Fergus ; and is covered by extensive shallows stretch- 
ing round towards the Beeves rocks, lying 3 miles to the K.S.K. 

roTtnui i8&A]n>, situated on the south shore, 9 miles to the oastward 
of Tarbert road, occupies an extent of three-quarters of a mile each way 
and rises towards its centre to the height of 200 feet. 

vOTirBS KASBont, lying between the island and the main, is well 
sheltered and capable of containing a great number of small vessels, in 
depths varying from 3 to 6 fathoms on stiff muddy bottom. There is no 
place on the Shannon so well adapted for the site of a comniorcial town, 
while on the island there are ah*cady natural docks requiring but little 
assistance from art to adapt them to the uses of shipping.^ 

The western entrance, lying between the shoal spit that oxtends from 



* See Plan, Foynes harbour, No. 1,538, scale, m-a 13*A inches. 
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the west end of the island and the bank that encircles the shore of the 
main, is marked by three buoys, two red on the island spit, and one blcick on 
the side of the main. The otiter red buoy in 10 feet water, shoals suddenly 
within it, and to the westward of it the spit extends nearly a cable to the 
3-fathom edge of the bank. The black buoy in 12 feet water lies one-third 
of a cable within the 3-fathom edge of the shore bank. Between these banks 
the channel, with from 3 to 4 fathoms water, is about 200 yards in width. 
Dumish farm-house in line with Barneen point, S.E. \ E., leads through 
it in 22 feet at low water. On passing the buoys the water soon deepens 
to 8 and 9 fathoms, and the rocky shores approach to about 200 yards from 
each other. To the eastward of this the channel again widens, and becomes 
intricate and shallow, running between extensive flats that cover each 
shore, and is marked by two buoys. A red one on the island side at the 
south edge of the foul ground called the EHbow rock, in 10 feet water. 
And a black buoy at the south-west end of a patch of rocks that border 
the east side of the channel. To the north-east of this, there is not more 
than 7 and 8 feet water in mid-channel. 

The village of Foynes is prettily situated on the shore of the main 
opposite the south point of the island. There is a ferry between it and 
the opposite coast of Clare at Cahircon, and a railway to Limerick, whence 
supplies are easily procured. 

The works carried out by Lord Monteagle in conjunction with the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, at the village of Foynes, have 
been some years opened to commerce ; vessels drawing 14 or 15 feet could 
at first lie afloat at the pier head at low water ; but from the accumulation 
of silt there is not now more than 4 or 5 feet at that spot. 

The best anchorage in Foynes harbour is opposite the village, in 6. or 7 
fathoms, or frirther to the eastward at from 1 to 1^ cable's distance from 
the island, in from 2 to 6 fathoms water. Vessels may also anchor any- 
where in the west channel, with the leading marks in line. There is very 
good anchorage off the west entrance to the harbour, out of the strength 
of the tide, in 8 fathoms muddy bottom, where a vessel may wait tide to 
enter the harbour ; with the north point of Foynes island open of Battery 
point E. by N., and with Lehys hill S.E. by S. nearly a cable from the 
edge of the bank that covers Poulnathollon point. 

Vessels about to enter the harbour by the west channel must keep the 
north point of Foynes island open of Battery point E. by N. in order to 
clear the foul ground off Poulnathollon (the south point of entrance) until 
they bring Dumish farmhouse in line with Barneen point S.E. ^ E., 
which will carry them up to the narrows, when they may continue on a 
mid-channel course until abreast of the village. 
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.-"It is high water at Foynes, on falL and change at 6 h. 36 m. 
Springs rise 15^ feet, neaps 12 feet. The stream on springs runs through 
the west channel at the rate of 3 knots an hour. 

The river front or north shore of Foynes island is bold-to, but the whole 
space between it and Aughinish point, 2 miles to the eastward, is covered 
by a bank with gradually increasing depths affording good anchorage for 
vessels waiting tide to go up to Limerick. 

AWOBOXAaa. — The usual stopping place for tide bound vessels is 
on the bank above named, in from 2^ to 5 or 6 fathoms water, on 
good holding ground composed of stiff muddy sand, out of the strength 
of the tide, which sets along the north shore of the river. A good 
berth will be found with the summit of Foynes island W. by S. ^ S., the 
small flat island Inishmurray from N. by W. to N.N.W. and Beagh Castle 
in line with or a little to the southward of Beeves tower E. by S. This, 
with Labbasheeda bay and Tarbert roads, are the anchorages usually resorted 
to in this part of the Shannon. But the whole river channel from Tarbeit 
to the Beeves, a distance of 12 miles, affords perfectly safe and well sheltered 
anchorage for large ships, in depths varying from 1 1 to 23 fathoms water. 
The strength of the tide however, which runs 3 knots on springs, renders 
it inconvenient for small vessels. 

oszwjLAJr mooxSv uncovered at half tide, lying a quarter of a mile 
to the eastward of Aughinish point, form the north extreme of a ridge of 
rocks, on which are the small islets Big and Little Trummera. Between 
these and the Aughinish shore lies Poulnarone creek, with 2 to 3 fathoms 
water and 1^ cables wide, in which small vessels might find excellent shelter 
in westerly or southerly gales, as the holding ground is good, and there is 
no strength in the tides. To the eastward of the Crinaan rocks, the south 
shore is composed of extensive mud flats. 

MMMMMMU MOOWLBf a very dangerous bank, with its south end 
uncovered at half ebb, lies a cable distant from the edge of the flat, and 
two-thirds of a mile W.S.W. from Beeves rocks; from this part a rocky 
prong with from 3 to 4 feet water over it extends for about 2 cables to the 
northward, and is especially dangerous to vessels beating down the river, 
as the ebb tide sets directly upon it from Beeves rocks, at the rate of 
4 knots an hour on springs. The highest part of Fo3aies island kept well 
open of Aughinish point. West, or Queens meadow on Foynes island 
open of the same, leads to the northward of it. By night, when the red 
light on the Beeves is in sight, a vessel will be to the northward of the 
Herring rocks. 

BBBvas AzaKT. — 3^ miles E. ^ S. from the north point of Foynes 
island, a tower, resembling a martello tower, will be observed standing near 
^hd southern edge of the Beeves rocks, which lie neaiiy in the middle of 
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Um river. From it there is exhibited at an elevfitioa of 40 feet above high 
water a ySarec^ lights vAi^e when seen between the bearings £.^N. and 
N.W. by W., and red to the northward of the rock. 

The deep water and general ooorse of the river is to the Bouthward of 
the rock, and being very steep-to on this side, it maj be rounded with safety 
at a cable from the tower. 



m and cocx mocxs, the former cot^^ at high water neaps, 
and the latter at springs, are connected with the Beeves by fonl ground ; 
between them and the islands at the entrance of the Fergus river there is 
a passage for small vessels of less than 10 feet draoght, but the bottom is 
rocky and uneven. Hie leading mark given for the best water through 
this passage is Hingmoylaa windmill (ruin) just open to the northward of 
Beagh castle, E.S.E., but this leads close to the north edge of the Cock 
rock, the mill should th^^ore be kept well open to the northward, of 
the castle until this danger is passed. This channel must never be 
attempted by large vessels. 

BSB& srvras, with a channel 200 feet in width at low water, is entered 
three-quarters of a mile south of Beeves tower over a bar with 1 foot water, 
deepening to 6 and 7 feet within. Vessels under 100 tons burthen load 
grain at small quays along its banks. A good stem mark for entering 
the river is the Beeves tower in line with a road on the north shore, 
bearing N. by W. -^ W. A pole stands near the entrance, to be left on 
the port hand going m. 

Befoi-e describing the intricate navigation betwewi the Beeves rocks 
and Limerick, directions will be given to enable ships, with the assistance 
of the chart, to navigate to this point, beyond which the services of a pilot 
are indispensable. 

BXBSCTIOW8. — ^In approaching the Shannon from the westward, the 
first land seen in clear weather will be the high peaked mountain of 
Brandon, and when the land is sufficiently neared Loop head will appear in 
view. Li thick weather a vessel must not approach nearer than the depth 
of 50 fathoms before ascertaining her position, this depth will be fyand 
about 9 miles to the westward of Loop head. 

From a position midway between Kerry head and Loop head, an East 
course will carry a vessel half a mile to the southward of Kilstifiin bank. 
The depths will decrease from 28 fathoms between the heads, to 9 fathoms 
on the tail of Bailybunnion bank, and again increase to 16 and 18 
fathoms to the southward of Kilcradan head. When Kiicradan lighthouse 
bears N.E. by E. she will be to the eastward of Ealstiffin bank, and must 
haul more to the northward in order to avoid the tail of Beal bar, working 
fn or out, tack towards Kilstiffin bank in 10 fathoms, and towards the 
fouib shore in 7 or 8. With nortlierlj winds eailiag ▼^saela magr go to tiie 
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northward of KiUtiffin bank, by running along witliin half a mile of the 
north shore until abreast of Ray hill, and then bringing Kilbaha cliffs and 
Kilclogher head in line W.N.W. :^ W.^ and steering with them in this 
direction through the Seyen fathom channeL In moderate weather small 
vessels have nothing to fear from Kilstiffin bank. 

Kilcradan head is steep-to, and may be boldly approached. If 
from thick weather or other causes it appears desirable to anchor in 
Carrigaholt road, round Kilcradan point at the distance of a cable, and 
haul up N.N.E. ^ E. for the anchorage. But if the weather is sufficiently 
clear, a Vessel seeking refuge ought to proceed to the more sheltered 
anchorages of Scattery or Tarbert roads. In doing so be careful to avoid 
Beal bar, by keeping Ballybunnion point open of Leek point, until 
Kilclogher head touches Balcradan head W.N. W. | W., proceeding on the 
latter mark until abreast of Beal point, it will lead 2 cables to the north- 
ward of the bank. By night, Kilcradan light kept W. by N., until 3 miles 
to the eastward of it, will dear Beal bai\ By day, if close off Kilcradan 
point a coarse may be safely steered for the Bound tower on Scattery 
island, which will be distinctly seen bearing East, and will lead a quarter 
of a mile to the northward of the shoal 

To enter the Shannon in a sailing vessel during the ebb tide a com- 
manding breeze is necessary, as it sweeps round Kilcradan head at the rate 
of from ^ to 4 knots on springs. Working in or out, the tail of Beal bar 
must be approached with great caution, as it is steep-to and there is no 
buoy to mark its position, or good clearing mark for it ; tack towards it, 
when the water deepens to 17 or 18 fathoms, there is 19 fathoms close to 
the shoal, and 21 fathoms at less than a cable from it. When a mile to the 
eastward of Kilcradan point, tack towards Beal bar, when Kayhill comes 
in line with Kilcradan lighthouse, which clears it at a cable's distance. 
Standing to the northward, while to the westward of the line of Doonaha 
chapel in one with Doonaha battery, tack when Kilcradan lighthouse 
comes in line with Kilcradan battery, in order to clear the Doonaha shoal 
and Five-fathom knoll. 

From abreast of Beal bar a S.E. by E. ^ E. course will lead to a 
fairway between Rinana buoy and Carrig shoal. Having passed Beal bai* 
the channel is perfectly safe and cleai* and the shores may be approached 
by the lead until Scatteiy island is neared. The peak of Ray hill in 
line with Kilcradan lighthouse W.N.W. ^ W. clears Beal bai', and the 
same Kill in line with Kilcradan head W.N.W. ^ W. leads over the tail of 
Binana shoal inside the buoy in 4^ fathoms ; kept a distance equal to 
. its own elevation open of Kilcradan head, it leads to the southward of 
Binana shoal, close to the buoy, which must always be left to the northward 
by large ships. If intending to anchor in Scattery roads, as soon as 
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Teample na Angel comes open to the eastward of Rinana point haal up 
for the Anchorage, p. 53. 

Kilclogher head touching Beal point leads close to the edge of the 
Carrig shoal, which must be approached with caution, as it is steep-to and 
the lead but an unsafe guide when standing towards it. The channel between 
these shoals is about 4 cables wide only, the clearing mark for the east 
side of Rinana shoal Teample na Angel church in line with the clay cliff 
on the east side of Rinana point) leads oyer the west edge of Carrig shoal 
in 5^ fathoms water, of which advantage may be taken by vessels working 
down the river to make a longer board to the southward. From a position 
between these shoals Tarbert lighthouse will be distinctly seen bearing 
S.E. by E. ^ E., having passed Carrig shoal a course may be shaped for it. 

The part of the river now entered on is perfectly clear and safe, but the 
bottom is too irregular, the depths varying from 10 to 33 fathoms in mid- 
channel, to admit of vessels anchoring, excepting near the shore, for the 
purpose of stopping a tide. A vessel running up against the ebb, with a 
strong westerly wind, will experience heavy overfalls off the Rinana shoal, 
and on nearing Ardmore point, in bad weather and especially with a spring 
ebb, she will meet with a heavy breaking sea, caused by the rocky ridge 
called the Bridge. In working through this reach, the bold projecting 
points of Ardmore on the south, and Money point on the north shore, 
may be approached to a cable ; but ^the bights are not so bold, and 
must be approached with more caution, tacking in a large ship in 8 or 10 
fathoms. Standing towards Cloonderlaw bay, a large ship must tack 
before Glin church comes in line with Bowline rock perch, in order to 
avoid the mud bank that lies in front of it. 

If bound into Tarbert roads, the lighthouse may be rounded at 1^ cables, 
taking care not to get into the strong eddies which occur here at the 
springs, and in a large ship to avoid the Five-&thom knoll by keeping 
within 2 cables of the shore. Anchor as before directed, p. 57. 

If bound up the river, from a berth off the lighthouse steer S.S.E. ^ E., 
and in a large ship do not bring the light to the northward of N.W. ^ N. 
imtil Rock lodge comes well open of Colmans point E.S.E., in order to clear 
the Five-fathom knoll, and Bowline rock shoals,'which, as well as the Oyster 
bank on the opposite shore, must be carefully avoided. Glin church kept 
open to the northward of Glin castle clears the latter. Tack towards the 
Bowline rock in 7 or 8 &,thoms. Beating down, vessels must be very 
careful how they stand over to the northward while above Bowline rock, as 
the ebb sets directly upon it. The passage inside it is unsafe, even for 
small vessels, as the tides are rapid and the bottom fouL If compelled to » 
use it, keep rather over to the shore, at less than a cable from the high 
water line. 
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The river coui'se is now East, and then E. by S. to Foynes ishiud. The 
south shore of this reach to the westward of Loughel point is generally 
foul to 2 or 3 cables' distance, and must be approached with caution ; ns 
must also Labbasheeda bay on the north shore, but the river channel is 
perfectly safe and clear. 

Prom ojQT Foynes steer E.S.E. | E., keeping Beagh Castle in line with 
Beeves tower, which leadH over the bank to the north-east of Foynes 
island in 3^ fathoms water, and well to the northward of the Hen*in^ 
rocks. Vessels bound upwards, and meeting here with the ebb tidi*, 
may anchor to the north-east of Foynes island with thin mark on, p. 61 . 
Vessels dropping down with the ebb tide, on approaching the Beeves 
must be particularly careful to avoid being set on th(3 Herring rocks, 
towards which the stream sets from the Beeves at the rate of 4 knots on 
springs. They must endeavour to pass within half a cable of the south- 
east point of the Beeves, and on clearing it reach to the northward until 
Beagh Castle comes in line with Beeves tower. By night, when the 
light on the Beeves changes to red, a vessel will be to the northwni'd of 
the Herring rocks. By day, the highest part of Foynes island well open 
of Aughinish point clears in the same direction. 

BXVB& rB&avs. — The principal and only navigable entrance to this 
liver lies one mile to the eastward of the Beeves, from whence it takes 
a N.N.E. direction between vast banks of mud. The islands on the west 
side of the entrance, based on extensive rocky fore shores, are fronted by 
numerous dangers, some of which un(;over l)etweeu half tide and low 
water, and othei's never show. Aughinish farm, kept well open to the 
southward of Beeves tower, W. by 8., leads to the southward of all these.* 

The low flat eastern shore of the river is covered by extensive banks 
of mud and stones, terminated at the low water lino by a large mass of 
rock called Mylaun rock. Outside of this are other rocks uncovered 
at low water springs, called Mylaun's childi'en. The entrance to th(i 
Fergus lies between these on the east, and the Horse rock, uncovered 
at half tide on the west, and is a quarter of a mile wide, with a depth 
of 7 fathoms in mid channel. The stern mark for entering the river in 
the tall square tower of an old castle on the south shore, called Court 
Brown, in line with a small house near the beach, bearing S.S.W. 

The mud banks bounding the channel are fringed with outlying rocks 
for a mile within \\\ii entrance. At about 2 miles within the entrance 
the channel is obstructed by the Roadway rock, lying between Coney anvl 
Feenish islands, and confinmg the navigable channel to a narrow passage 
near the latter. 

* See Plan of River Ferejus from the Shannon to Ennis, No. I, .584, Hcale m = 'J '3 
inches. 
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The river bejond Conej island continues its course between the muddy 
fore shores, decreasing gradually in width, and varying In depth from 
9 to 3 feet, up to the town of Clare, nearly 7 miles in a direct line, and 
about 9 following the windings of the channel. 

At Clare the bed of the river is dry at low water, but there is a quay 
alongside which vessels load and discharge cargoes for the town of Ennis, 
2 mUes distant. Population of Ennis, 6,993. 

BXABCTZOV8. — To enter the river Fergus, having passed the Beeves, 
steer about E. by N., keeping Aughinish form well open south of 
Beeves tower, until Court Brown castle comes in line with the small 
house near the shore S.S.W. ; run up the river with this mark on, until 
another tall square tower (Camion castle) on Cannon island, is in line 
with the north point of Low island (studded with white houses), bearing 
W.N.W. ^ W. ; then keep rather more to the northward for the round 
hin of Coney island, until Cannon castle is in line with the peak of 
Grady island W. ^ S., when bear away for the east point of Coney 
island ; the depths will now shortly increase to 5 and 6 fathoms. 
A vessel may anchor here with the sharp peak of Coney island bearing 
N. by E. and Cannon castle W.S.W. ^ W., in about 6 fathoms, soft 
muddy bottom. Beyond this it would be impossible to proceed without a 
pilot, but no vessel over 130 tons burthen should attempt to go up to Clare. 
A pilot for the river may generally be procured at Low island. 

Up to the junction of the Fergus, as before remarked, the wide and 
deep estuary of the Shannon is navigable by the largest ships. Above 
this, excepting a few deep holes, there is everywhere less than 3 &thoms at 
low water, and the river, flowing with a rapid current in a narrow stream 
between extensive mud banks^ is impeded by numerous rocky projections, 
which at one point contract the channel to a width of 40 yards, and 
at another occupy the entire breadth of the stream. No part of the 
river below Limerick has been deepened by dredging or otherwise, but 
operations for this purpose, will it is hoped be shortly commenced ; mean- 
time no difficulty is found in taking up and docking vessels of 20 feet 
draught at high water. 

MmBXJi omomra, as its name implies, occupies a position neai* the 
middle of the Shannon, and is a very extensive shoal, stretching about 
4 miles in length, from abreast of Beagh castle to Bird rock at its 
eastern extreme, with an average breadth of 400 yards. It is composed of 
sand and mud, intersected by a series of rocky ledges. The westernmost 
of these, called Carrigkeal (or naiTow rock), uncovered at last quarter 
ebb, bears fi-om Beagh castle, E. by N. 1^ miles ; from it a narrow spit 
with 4 to 5 feet water, extends a mile to the westward, to nearly abreast 
Beagh castle. To the eastward of Carrigkeal the Middle ground uncovers 
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throughout it« whole extent. Tlie otlier i-odks tlmt intersect it are the 
Horae rock, six-tenthH of a mile to the eastward of Cairigkeal, antl uncovered 
on first quarter ebb. Bridge rock at a similar distance fm*ther to the 
oiwtwanl, covered at liigh water. Little Limerick at one-tliinl of a mile 
fi-om the latter, uncovered at half tide. Sod island, 30 feet high, and 
standing on a rocky ledge, the south extreme of which is marked by a 
beacon^ lies one mile to tlie eastward of Little Limerick. Bird rock, 
the last patcli, a large mass of limestone, uncovered at last quarter ebb, 
lies 700 yards E.S.E. of Sod island, and has around it at about hidf a edible's 
distance other rocks wliich show at low water, 

sroftTB CKAmra& lies between the Middle ground and the extensive 
mud bank that covers the north shore. On the outer edge of this ])ank are 
some rocky patches and several small islands, serving to mark the course of 
the channel, which nins about a cable to the southward of them. It caiTies 
about 9 feet water, or 3 feet more than the south channel, but there is a 
patch with 7 feet only, lying in mid-channel abreast of Bridge i*ock. The 
narrowest pait, between Bird rock and the shore, is 800 ynu'ds wide. 
To sail midway between them, bring the houses on Greens island in line 
with the soutli cliif of Cain island, 8.E. by E. This channel is seldom 
used. 

UOmn CBAmrBA, lying between the Middle gi'ound and tlie mu<l flats 
that cover the south shore, has not more than 6 oi* 7 feet water for a con- 
siderable distanc(» to the eastward of Little Limerick mck, and is incumbered 
with two rocky ledges called Waller l)ank and Bridges rocks. 



a rocky patch, with 3 feet water, a cable in length, 
and half a cable broad, lies across the middle of the south channel, a little 
witliin its west end. There is a passage 2 cables wide, with 8 feet water 
to the southward of it. But the best water is north oi* it, where the 
passage between it and the Middle giound is H cables wide only. Aughinish 
and Bally voher points in hneW.|N., leads to the northward of the Waller 
bank, and when Pickett island is in line with Castletown house (a lai-ge 
white house), bearing S. by W. ^ W., a vessel will be to the ejistward of it. 

Ttae BAZBaBS, consisting of several detached rocks, uncovereil on 
last quaiter ebb, lie on the south side of the South channel, to tlui north-west 
of Bingmoylan quay, and extend nearly half way across from the (luay to 
Bridge rock on the Middle ground. The north i)oint of Foynes island 
just shut in behind Ballyvoher jxunt until abretist of the <iuay, will lead to 
the northwanl of them. Bunkei-s hill kept half way between the houses on 
Cain island, and its south bluft E.S.E. ^ E., lemls midway between the 
Bridges and the Middle ground, and through the South channel to the east- 
wardy but rather close to Sod island. 
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TiM BTVXK iBAimrai fidls into the ShannoD finom the sooth. Its 
entrance lying between Gnss ishmd and the Maiden rock, about a mile 
above Sod island and nearij opposite Cain island, is 150 yards wide between 
the low water shores, and has a bar with 4 feet wato' (miIt. A short 
distance vrithin it and abreast of the sooth end of Grass island, there is a 
hole with 16 feet water, and a little farther 7 and 8 feet, finom whence it 
graduaUv decreases in depth to Coort bridge, a distance of 4 miles from its 
mouth, where at low water it is Teiy narrow and neartr diy. This bridge 
on the high road from Limerick to Askeaton, is made to swing, to admit 
river craft up to the town of Adare aboot 3 miles fiirther. 

There is very good anchorage off the entrance of the Maigoe in fnmi 3 
to 3:^ fiithoms water, with Bonattj Castle in line with the eastern part of 
Cain island, bearing N JS^.£. Large vessels osoallj anchor here to discharge 
part of their cargo, and to await a &Yoarable opportonity to carry them at 
once op to the docks at Limerick. 



lies half a mile above Maigoe roads in the middle of 
the Shannon, with a passage on either side. At high water it to the mere 
green spot, barely above water, bat based on a mass of rocks that extend 
500 yards all roond it ; beyond this are mod banks ronning off to the north- 
west and sooth-east ; terminated in the former direction by Logheen rock, 
oncovered at last quarter ebb, and marked by a beacon at 2^ cables from 
the island : and in the latter direction by Hogshead rocks, uncovered at 
low water spiings, at Sj^ cables from the island. 



8&A.TB and synuboro SOCX8. — One and a half cables E. by S. ^ S. 
firom the Hogshead rocks, are the Slate rocks, oncovered at low water 
springs, and lying on the ooter edge of the northern mod bank. The sooth 
side of the channel, "viduch is here little more than a cable in width, is 
boonded by the Spilling rock (marked by a beacon), with other rocky heads 
lying on the edge of the mod bank to the westward of it. Lying 
nearly in mid channel, between the Slate and Spilling rocks, is the 
Deadhand, with 4 feet water. 

The channel to the north of Battle island is the most direct, bot being 
very shallow can only be used by small vessels. It is 500 feet wide between 
the low water lines, and lies nearer to Battle than to Brier island. 

That to the sooth of Battle island, at its western entrance, between 
Lougheen rook and Grass island, is not wider than the north channel, but 
has deeper water. Hie leading mark between the rock and Grass island 
in Bunatty house, just open east of Cain island N. by £. until the two 
outer houses on Mellon point are open to the southward of Grass island, 
when Btecr S.E. by S. between Battle island and the sooth shore, in from 
7 to 10 feet water, until the Scarietts tower is half way between the two 
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catitles of Cratloe, bearing E. | 8., which will lead clear of the Hogshead 
and Slate rocks, and between the latter and the Deadhand. 

scASliBTTS and WB&P8. — The Scarletts, an extensive patch of 
rocks, with a round tower resembling that on the Beeves, built near their 
middle, lie 1^ miles to the eastward of Battle island, and project fi'om the 
southern mud bank to neaiiy two-thirds the distance across the river 
chtinnel. Above them, and occupjdng a position in the middle of the river, 
is a bank of sand and mud more than half a mile long, on which are seveml 
I'ocks, uncovered at half ebb, called the Whelps. 

The channel lies to the northward of the Scaiietts and Whelps. Its 
deepest water is along the edge of the northern mud bank, which is fiinged 
by sevei-al dangerous rocks. 

BAarOBSOVB SOOXS. — The iirst of these extends into the channel 
from Craig island, lying to the nortli-west of the Scarletts. Half a mile 
to the eastwai'd of Craig island is Shawn -a Gan^a, only visible on spi*iiig 
ebbs. A cable fai'ther is Crawford, or Sluice rock, a large mass of lime- 
stone, only covered on spring tides, with a beacon on its outer edge. 
Owing to the narrow channel (half a cable iu width only), and the 
mpid tide setting upon them, these rocks are very dangerous. Fm'ther 
east is the rocky point of a small islet, on which is a flagstalf, and 
close above this is the Kippcn rock, an extensive patch luicovered at 
low water, with 9 and 10 feet water close outside it. About 4 cables 
higher up is the Cratloe rock, tlie breast mark for which is the two 
castles of Cratloe iu one ; above tliis are the liorril rocks, wliich extend 
beyond the line of the mud aud uncover on spring tides; and, lastly, 
a collection of stones called the Ballast, marked by a beacon on its 
western edge. Here the channel makes a bend to the S.S.W., aud is 
bounded to the eastward by an extensive mud bank stretching from 
Muckinish point, leaving a channel between it and tlie opposite shore of 
only 150 yai-ds, which width continues with one exception idl tlie way up 
to Limerick. 

Ttae BOXiB, by which name the reach just above the Ballast is desig- 
nated, extends for about 4 cables with deeper water (from 12 to 15 feet) 
tJian is found in other adjacent parts ; vessels finding they cannot reach 
Limerick with the tide should anchor here. 

Tlie OOCX BOOK presents the next impediment to the navigation of the 
river. It is composed of large masses of rock lying on a gi-avel bed, and 
runs ofl' from the western shore under Teervo house towai-ds Coonagh house, 
conti*acting the river channel to a width of only 4^ yards. The litth? 
castle of Cratloe or Cratloe kyle, in line with a remarkable white farmhouse, 
half way up the Cratloe hills, bearing North, foi-ms a sharp leading mark 
for thie pae&age. 
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Just above the Cockrock in the bight of Teervo, there is rather deeper 
water again, from 11 to 12 feet. Winding round Coonagh point and 
through Cross channel, the river takes an easterly direction towards 
Limerick. A mile and a half above Coonagh point is Barrington quay. 
A little below the quay is a ledge of rocks extending nearly across the 
channel from the south, composed of masses of limestone, with not more 
than 3 feet on them. 

Tlie POOXi is the name given to the reach between Barrington quay 
and Limerick, a distance of rather more than half a mile, with a general 
depth of 7 to 8 feet water; though there are places with as much as 
10 feet. Vessels only lie here preparatory to going into dock or to sailing. 



formed by the town reach of the river Shan- 
non, extends from Meads quay to Thomond bridge, a distance of about 
1,600 yards, by 150 in width, with only from*2 to 9 feet at low water, over 
an extremely irregular rocky bottom, but possessing the great advantage 
of a 19 feet rise of tide on springs, thus enabling vessels of 600 tons 
burthen to go up and discharge theii* cargoes at the city. The harbour is 
divided about the middle of its length by the Wellesly bridge, a handsome 
modern structure, with a portcullis 40 feet wide and an open lock or pas- 
sage capable of containing four small vessels. The custom-house and the 
old and most secure part of the harbour (the resort of numerous turf boats) 
are above the bridge, but the greater part of the traJO^c is carried on below. 
The quays extend along the south side of the river, for a length of 
about 900 yards, and are provided with cranes, two of which are capable of 
lifting seven tons. 

BOCXS. — ^A floating dock, opened in September 1853, relieves vessels 
from the risk of loss and damage they formerly sustained while lying 
aground in the harbour exposed to the freshes of a large river. Its 
dimensions are 800 feet by 400 ; width of gates 75 feet ; depth on sill, 
springs 22 feet ; neaps 18 feet. 

A graving dock is now in pi-ogress of construction, length 400 feet, 
width of entrance 45 feet, depth on sill 17 feet. 

XimrBRZCK, a city, and the principal town of western Munster, stands 
on King's island and on both sides of the Shannon, which is crossed by five 
bridges. The old city was formerly considered a principal fortress, was 
surrounded by walls, and defended by a castle, now converted to the pur- 
poses of a military barrack ; its venerable cathedral is conspicuous from 
the river. Populatiqia in 1861, 44,476. 

The manufacture of linen, which had nearly expired, is now revived. 
Limerick is also celebrated for the manufacture of lace and fishing hooks. 
It has distilleries, breweries, tanneries, foundries, and fiour mills. The 
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commerce of Limerick was formerly confined to the export of grain and 
provisions to variouH parts in £ngland and Scotland, with returning general 
cargocH, or coals as ballast ; but latterly an increasing trade has sprung 
up with Canada for timber, and also a large import of foreign grain. 
There is a patent slip for vessels of 600 tons, and three building slips. 
Repairs in wood and iron as well as in light machinery may bo eifected. 
There is a sailors' home and a shipping office. 

The aiiivals in 1861 wei*e 595 vessels, of 151,016 tons, of which 116 
were steam vessels. There belonged to the port 47 sailing vessels of 6,344 
tons, and 5 steamers of 1,188 tons. The customs revenue was 155,213/., 
harbour income about 8,000/. 

•ufipUes. — Water is proi^ui'ed with fiicility, as it am be obtained from 
the pipes which supply the city ; all other supplies are abundant. Steam 
coal may always be procured at an average price of 25s. per ton. 

TIBBS. — It is high water on full and change at 

h. m. ft. ft. 

Foynes island - 5 35 Springs rise 15-^ ; neaps rise 12 
Mellon - - 6 1 „ 18^ „ 13| 

Limerick - 6 16 „ 18| „ 13| 

Near Limerick, as soon as the flood begins to 'make, the water rises 
witli suiprising rapidity, sometimes in a bore, from its being confined 
within such narrow limits. During the first hour of tlie spring flood 
there is a rise of as much as 7 feet, but after the first quarter, the mud 
banks being covered, and thereby affording the water a lai'ger space to 
flow over, the rise is not so rapid, nor the velocity so great. From the 
same cause the velocity is always greatest at the first quarter flood and last 
quaiter ebb. An extraordinary high water is not always followed by a 
corresponding very low water, the cauHo of either being the wind, whicli 
has great influence over the tides, especially in the narrows. Thus a 
strong southerly or westerly wind will keep the water up in the river, 
producing a great high water, while it will operate in preventing a great 
fall ; whereas a strong northerly or easterly wind will have precisely the 
opposite effects. There is always a greater rise at now moon than at full, 
frequently a foot difference ; also a greater range at the first quarter than 
the last, and the afternoon tide was always found to be the highest. At 
springs the flood stream runs half an hour after it has done rising on the 
shore, and the ebb stream tlu'ee-quai-ters of an hour after it has done fjdling. 

BZSBCTZonrs. — To proceed upwards from the anchorage ofl' Foynes 
island, it is necessary that a sailing vessel should have the tide in her 
favour, and a large ship must regulate her time of starting by her draught 
of water, so as to ensure having water enough to carry her over the flats. 
Run up with Beagh castle in line with Beeves tower, bearing E.S.E. J E. 
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which leads well to the northward of the Herring rocks (p. 61). Passing 
to the southward of the Beeves, the course to abreast of Ballyvoher point 
is E. I S. 2^ miles. 

Ballyvoher point may be rounded at the distance of a quarter of a mile. 
From abreast of Beagh castle Sod island will be seen beai'ing E. by S. ^ S. 
/iistant 4 miles, and may be steered for, being careful to avoid the tail of 
Ihe Middle ground. When Aughinish point comes on with BoUyvoher 
point W. I N., it will lead to the northward of Waller bank, in from 7 to 
9 feet water, until Bunker hill comes half way between the houses on Cain 
island and its south bluff, which will lead between the Bridges and Middle 
ground until Sod island is approached, when keep rather more to the 
southward in order to give it a safe berth. On reaching Maigue road, 
about 1 1 miles above Foynes, and 7 miles below Limerick, a vessel may 
anchor if necessary to await a favourable opportunity for proceeding up to 
Limerick. Beyond this, being essentially pilot water, further directions 
are unnecessary. 

XiOVOB BBBa, the first expansion of the river above Limerick, both in 
point of order and magnitude, commences about a mile above the town of 
Edllaloe, and 16 miles above the city of Limerick. The water communis 
cation between these two towns is carried on partly by means of the river, 
and partly by three connecting canals, on which there are eleven locks, 
capable of admitting vessels of 72 feet in length, 15-^ feet in width, and 
drawing 5 feet of water ; but the whole of this navigation is in a very 
neglected state.* 

The town of Killaloe, situated on rising ground, on the Clai'e side of 
Ihe Shannon, about a mile below where the lake contracts to its river 
form, has a very pleasing and picturesque appearance, but is in reality a 
poor place. 

The view of the opening of Lough Derg, from Killaloe, is very beautiful, 
the country on both sides being tolerably well wooded, of a sufficiently 
elevated character, and interspersed with many gentlemen's seats. A 
remarkable feature about the lake is the abundance of old castles, all built 
in the same uniform quadrangular form. 

The summer level of Lough Derg is 108 feet above low water springs 
at Limerick, and it is by no means a deep lake, its average depth not 
exceeding 20 feet, though in a small portion of it there are from 100 to 
120 feet. The southern part is generally much deeper than the northern ; 
and it is remarkable that in this lake, as well as in Lough Ree, we 
cannot trace any continuous line of deeper water which it might have 
been supposed would mark the course of the river ; nothing but singular 

See Chart of Lough Derg, No. 1,552, scale mss2*3 inches. 
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deep holeti of 8mall area. The bottom, for the most pai't, is of a stiff marl, 
which in many places is dredged up and used for manure, tind which 
foiTns one branch of occupation to many of the inhabitants. Thf hike 
contains but few species of fish, »uid there are no persons who get a living 
by theu' pursuit. At Killaloe, indeed, the eel weirs are numerous and 
productive, the eels being of the silver kind and very large in size. This 
lake, however, is one of the few spots in Europe in possession of the 
gillaroo trout. 

The river Shannou^iuters the lake at its north end about a mile below 
Portumna bridge ; before it opens out into the broad expanse of the lake it 
is crossed by a bar of rocks and gravel, with not more than 6 feet water in 
summer; and the channel, even with this depth, is so narrow as barely to 
admit a small steamer passing between the rocks on either side. 

JMJraM SBB, the second expansion oi* the lliver Shannon in point of 
oi'der as well as of magnitude, commences 75 miles alx)ve Limerick, and 
2 above the town of Athlone. It extends about 16 miles north and south 
(true), and terminates at the bridge of Lancsborough, varying from three- 
quarters of a mile to 3 miles in breadth. About half-way along its 
eastern shore is a deep indentation, called Derry bay, at the head of 
which the only stream at all deserving the name of a river (the Inny) 
discharges itself into the lake. The depth of water is very iiTegulai*, 
the greatest being from 115 to 120 feet, but this occurs only in a few 
spots, and the averajre cannot 1)0 (considered to be more than 20 to 30 feet. 
The Ijottoni is universally of a lenacious slate-coloured mud, except 
where gravel beds rise and form shoals, which are very numerous, and are 
always collected round masses of limestone rock. This probably forms 
the basis of all the shoals, as all the strata near the shore are of that 
description. There are numerous islands in the lake, but none of imy 
great magnitude. The surrounding countiy is generally very flat, though 
more than 200 feet above the surface of the lakt^, and (contains largi; 
tracts of bog land, with very few hills. Its shores are entirely devoid of 
wood, and wanting in all the diversity of feature that could render them 
picturesque ; nor is there a single village to be seen in sailing along the 
whole distance from Athlone to Lancsborough ; the population is but 
scanty, and the land neither fertile nor well cultivated.* 

This lake is but little used in a commercial way, not a trading vessel of 
any description crosses its surface, Athlone and Lancsborough are the two 
points of communication by canal, between it and Dublin from Athlone by 
the Grand canal, and from Lancsborough by the Royal canal. 

The bridge of Athlone, built in the time of Elizabeth, and ol' the rudest 



* Sf.c Chart of Lough Ree, No. 1,572, scale m = 2*3 inches. 
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rabble masonrj, is oonstmeted on a gnTellj ford rendered still more 
shallow l^ stones and rubbish thrown in, for the pnrpoee of raising the 
head of water to work the mills erected on the bridge, so that in summer 
the river is dry nearly all the waj across. For the distance of half a mile 
above the bridge the navigation is greatly obetmcted by the eel-weirs, 
besides shallow fords of gravel, though the bottom generally is of mnd. 
The commnnication for laden vessels between the lake and the river is 
carried on by means of a canal about 1^ miles in length, on the western 
or Connaught side of the river, but it is in a most needed state. Hiere 
is one lock on this canal, over the sills of which in smnmer there are not 
more than 4 ft. 3 in., and the banks of the canal have^ in many places 
slipped in, so as to reduce the depth to 3 ft. 

At Lanesborough the navigation is likewise carried on by a short canal 
on the Connaught side, but separated from the river only by a wall, so 
that one of the arches of the .bridge spans both the river and the canaL 
This canal, which is not more than a quarter of a ^mile long, has one lock 
on it, over the sills of which in summer there are only 4^ ft^ which is the 
general depth of the canaL 

Lough Ree aboimds in fish of various descriptions ; the trout and pike 
are particularly fine, as well as the eels, for the taking of which there are 
numerous weirs at Athlone and Lanesborough. 
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CHAPTER III. 

WEST COAST OF IRELAND, FROM LOOP HEAD TO SLYNE HEAD. 

Variation in 1868. 
Galway, 26° 5' W, Slyne head, 26° 55' W., decreasing 6 to 7 minutes annually. 



Tbe OOJUIT between Loop bead and tbe entrance of Gaiway bay, a 
distance of 33 miles in a N.E. by E. ^ E. direction, called Mai bay from its 
exposed aspect and iron-bound sbores threatening destruction to any vessel 
cast upon them, is generally of moderate elevation, and free from outlying 
danger, until Mutton island lying 21 miles from Loop head is approached. 
Sailing vessels must at all times approach It with caution, as tbe heavy 
Atlantic swell sets towards it with great fury, and there is no safe anchorage 
throughout its whole extent.* 

The depth of 50 fathoms will be found at 12 miles from the shore, and 
that of 30 fathoms at one mile from it, with regular soundings, over a 
bottom of rock, gravel, and sand. In thick weather a vessel must not 
approach nearer than the depth of 50 fathoms. 

» 

MuauBM or MOOKB BAY, now more generally known by the former 
name, from the thriving town that is built around the sandy cove at its 
head, lies 12^ miles from Loop head, and is directly open to the north- 
ward, but protected on the west by the Duggerne rocks, which project a 
quarter of a mile from the shore ; beyond these there are some detached 
rocks, terminating at the distance of 2 cables in the Black rocks, which 
dry 6 feet at low water, and are steep-to. Kilkee point, the east point of 
entrance, is clear on its western side, but a cable to the southward of it 
there is a rock, uncovered at low water. The channel between it and Black 
rock is a cable wide, with a depth of 9 fathoms ; the leading mark in is 
Curran lodge (a conspicuous house, situated a little to the south of the 
town), open to the eastward of the church bearing South. The bottom is 
rocky, and the western side of the little bay is foul to one and a half 
cables' distance. It is only in the finest weather that a vessel should 
venture to anchor here, as it is always attended with risk, for, should the 



* See Chart, Ireland, Tralee to Liacanor bay, Sheet IX., No. 2,254, scale, m » 0*5 
of aQ inch. 
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wimd set soddaJj in, aceofiaiwi bj & swell, it wmld be impoeBbie Ibr 
a ^flulin^ Tcagel lo beas out. 

To die north-eMsi of Kilkee the cu^ei i« more indemcd. whfa sereial 
detached roek* Ijing off* it. At Leameonor poiiit. 3 mOe$ fron Kilkftf', 
it Tue^ in nugnificmt eli^ to the hei^t c^ 250 feet, and is crowned br 
Ballavd signal tower, forming a consfMcaoos sea mark. The coai^t now 
trend!? more easterir for aboat 3 miks to Doonbeg bav, a Tod^^ creek 
open to the northward, and onhr affiirding temporarr andionge for 
hookers and fishing craft in summer. To the north-east of this it 
a]$smnes a low and sandj characier, with alternating rockr points and 
shallow shelTing strands, on which the sea is almost ineessantlj breaking, 
and in gales ci wind to a considerable distance from the shore. 

iKVnav XB&AVm, aboat a mile in length in an east and west direction, 
and 100 feet high, with a mined telegraph tower on its summit, is beset 
with dangersw bat is the onlj ^ace along the whole extent oi Mai bay that 
aflfords a chance d saTing a vessel embayed there. The east end of the 
island is connected with Seafield point bj a stonj barrier, aneovered at 
low water, baring at its extremity the Craggann rock, coTered at half tide, 
and between the latter and the point of Mutton island a narrow passage 
with 3 fe^ water cmlr. Althoi^ corered bj the tide the anchorage 
on its eastern side derives some shelter from this stoner barrier.* 



. — ^The dangers to the soath>west of Mutton island are the 
Mai rock, extending 6 cables to the westward fitHu Seafield pmnt. Battle 
island, a rocky elevation, 34 feet high, lies on the outer edge of a reef 
extending 1^ miles to the westward of Carricknola. The Doughmore 
shoals, with from 5 to 6 fathoms water over them, lie from 1 to 1^ miles 
to the westward of Battle island, and break heavily when tiie sweU is up. 
Curra shoal, with 8 feet water, lies 3 cables S.W. by S. from the south* 
west point of Mutton island. The most outlying of all these dangers, 
called the Ganders, is 1 mile and 3 cables West a little South from 
Mutton island tower ; it uncovers at low water, and is very steep-to, with 
22 fathoms close to its western side. The portion that uncovers is 
extremely small, but there are several rocky heads within, and to the 
southward of it, with from 5 to 6 feet water over them. Ballard tower, 
opeu of Carricknacleara bluff, leads a cable to the westward of the 
Ganders, and well outside the Doughmore shoals ; but no vessel should 
approach this dangerous bight nearer than to bring Ballard tower in line 
with the outer point of Carricknacleara islet S.W. by S. until the south 
peak of Slieve Callan comes on with Mutton island tower, E. by S. ^ S., 
which leads about 4 cables to the north of the iGanders. 



* See Plan, Mutton island and Doonbeg bay, No. 2,442 ; Bcaic, m = 3 inches. 
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A broken chain ol* rocks, called the Seal and Lime rocks, three-quarters 
of a mile long, and partly covered, but rising at two points to the height 
of 40 feet, lies parallel to the north side of Mutton island, at the distance 
of half a mile from it. Brandon rock, generally visible, lies a cable and a 
half to the northward of the west point of the island. These rocks are 
steep-to to the northward, but between them and the island, and for some 
distance to the eastward of Lime rock, the bottom is foul and rocky, with 
depths varying from 2 to 7 fathomw. Carrigeen rock, uncovered 3 feet at 
low water, lies one-third of a mile N.N.E. from Seafield point. The 
anchorage is between this rock and tlu^ point, and is only available to 
vessels under 12 feet draught. 

Situated on a lee shore, amidst formidable dangers, with bad holding 
ground, and exposed to a heavy cross sea at high water, no seaman 
would willingly run for this anchorage, but in a case of emergency it 
might be the means of saving his vessel. With a fair wind it may 
be approached on either side of Carrigeen rock. To pass to the west- 
ward of the rock the east end of Battle island must be kept well o\)eu 
west of Mai rock, until Seafield house comes in line with the east bluff oi' 
Seafield point S. by E. ; the latter mark leads through the west channel 
between Carrigeen and Craggaun rocks, and to tli(» anchorage. Beach 
cottage, open to the east of Seafield quay, S.S.W., until the eant end of 
Atlantic hotel comes in line with Caherrush point E. by N. i N., leads lo 
the eastward of Carrigeen. Anchor with the latter mark on, and Mutton 
island tower in line with the little blufl^ which is to the westward of the 
cottage. 

Seafield quay, on the east side of the point, is difficult of access, and 
from its exposure to heavy seas has suffered much damage. 

Tbe COAST to the eastward of Mutton island, composed of low 
earthy cliffs based on a rocky fore shore, is foul to some distance. At 
the distance of 3 miles from th(^ island, and standing close to the shore, 
there is a large conspicuous building called Atlantic hotel, already spoken 
of as a useful mark for the anchorage under Mutton island. A mile and 
a half in shore of this is the fashionable bathing town of Milltown, Mai 
bay. Six miles in the interior vSlieve Callan attains its summit, at an 
elevation of 1,266 feet, and forms a conspicuous feature from the 
offing.* 

mzs BBO, a dangerous shoal with 2 feet water over it, lies 3^ miles 
from Mutton island, and nearly a miU^ N.W. by W. from Cream point., 
the nearest part of the tihore. There is 9 fathoms water between it and 



♦ See Chart, Ireland, Slyne head to Liscanor bay, Sheet VIII., No. 2,173; scale, 
m 8 0*5 of an inch. 
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the point $ outside it the soundings ai*e very irregular. At one spot, 
nearly 1| miles to the westward of it^ there is a rocky head with 
10 fathoms water, called Mweemgalle, which often hreaks. Ballard and 
Mutton island towers in line S.W. by W. ^ W., lead outside Muu* beg. 
'Green island on with the outer fall of *the hills on the south side of 
Lisoanor bay E. ^ N., clears it in the same direction. Milltown chapel, 
in line with Ci^eani point, leads to the northward, and the chapel, in line 
with the north shoulder of Sliere Callan, leads to the soutliward of it. 

To the eastward of this the shore is foul a long way off. At Freagh 
point a ledge of rocks extends halt* a mile to the north-west, on which are 
two or three heads rising above high water. Half a mile beyond Freagh 
point another reef extends from Ship point, the south point of entrance to 
Liscanor bay, to the distance of 6 cables from the shore. Drumdeirg rock 
on this reef uncovers 9 feet at low water ; for three-quarters of a mile to 
the eastward of it foul ground extends from the shore to a distance of half 
a mile, and is steep-to. Ballard and Mutton island towers, in line, lead 
outside all these dangers. 



, opening between Ship point and Cape Cregga, the 
bold and abrupt termination of the magnificent cliffs of Moher, is 3 miles 
wide at the entrance, and 4^ miles deep. Exposed to the fiill violence of 
the Atlantic swell it affords no shelter with winds from that quarter. 
With off-shore winds and settled weather small vessels find anchorage off 
the village of Liscanor, in the north-east corner of the bay, preparatory 
to going into the pier, with Cape Cregga just shut in by Liscanor cliff, 
the latter bearing N.W. by W., and the pier end N. by E., a quarter of a 
mile distant, in 3 fathoms water, sandy bottom. The little pier harbour 
of Liscanor has 12 feet water between the pier heads at high water 
springs, and about 8 feet on neaps. 

The north shore of the bay is foul. Two miles within Cape Cregga 
the Cooshniel shoal projects nearly half a mile off, with 1 to If fathoms 
over it ; beyond this, at the distance of three-quarters of a mile from the 
shore, is Aughcooshniel shoal, with 4 fathoms water. Small vessels will 
clear the inner shoal by keeping Dough castle open of Liscanor cliff, and 
the outer one will be avoided when Grligram house is well open of the 
same. 

xx&STZlvnr rocks, forming an extensive and dangerous reef, lies at 
the entrance of Liscanor bay, about three-quarters of a mile S.S.W. ft*om 
Cape Cregga, whence it extends about a mile in a south-west direction. 
The least water, 6 feet, is near its south-west end ; on other parts are 
from 2-^ to 4 fathoms ; its position is generally indicated by heavy 
breakers. 

here is a passage 2 cables wide between this reef and the foul 
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ground extendiDg from Cape Cregga, but when the swell is up it is all 
broken water. To go to the southward of the reef keep Dough castle 
midway between Liscanor cliff and the high sand hill at the head of the 
bay, but bear in mind that this mark will lead over Aughcooshniel shoal. 
The arch through the foot of Hags head, in line with the fool of Cregga 
More, N.E. f E., leads outside the reef. 

The only boats used along this coast are the curraghs or canoes, whicli 
the fishermen manage with great dexterity ; their ribs are made of sally 
rods, the ends being brought up through holes in a strong gunwale 
frame ; over the ribs are placed longitudinal pieces of thin deal, and the 
whole is covered with tan*ed canvas; their elasticity enables them to 
recoil from a shock unhurt, and their lightness gives them such buoyancy 
that they float like ducks on the water. 

TlBAft STRXAics. — Between Loop head and the Arran islands the 
stream is weak. About 6 or 8 miles in the offing it was found to set 
from a quarter to half a knot per hour. Close in shore it runs stronger, 
and sets past Loop head one mile per hour to the eastward, and continues 
until about half ebb by the shore, so that vessels working up for the 
mouth of the Shannon at this time of tide should not stand close in when 
to the eastward of tlie head. 



may be considered as included within Golam head on 
the north, and Capo Cregga or extremity of the Moher cliffs on the south, 
which bear neai'ly North and South from each other, distant about 21 miles. 
Near the middle of the entrance lie the Arran islands, occupying a range 
of 14 miles, and having at cither end navigable sounds from 3^ to 4 miles 
wide, together with the smaller channels that separate the islands fVom 
each other. 

From Golam head the northern shore of the bay runs neai'ly in a 
straight line to the E.S.E. for 26 miles to Mutton island, at the entrance 
to the harbour of Galway. From Cape Cregga the southern shore trends 
N.E. by E. about 15 miles to the promontory of Black head, which, in a 
more limited sense, is generally considered as the southern entrance point 
to the bay, and thence it 1)ends round to the S.E. and N.E. to the town of 
Galway. 

The approach from the ocean to this deep and spacious inlet is 
remarkably easy and well defined ; while the magnificent natural break- 
water of the Arran islands serves as an effectual barrier against the heavy 
swell of the Atlantic ocean, which would otherwise roll in with unbroken 
violence to the very head, and entirely deprive it of its present character 
for safety. 

The shores are moderately bold to, and there is no danger near the 
fairway until within 4 miles of Mutton island light. The depths are 



80 LOOP HEAD TO SLYNE HEAD. [chap. m. 

moderate, decreasing from 35 fathoms in the fairway of North sound, to 
17 fathoms abreast of Black head, and thence gradually towards the head 
of the bay, but for 5 miles to the eastward of Inishmaan and Inisheer the 
soundings are very irregular, with patches of 7 to 10 fathoms, rocky 
bottom, and deeper water around them. Although possessing several snug 
creeks adapted to small vessels, Galway bay affords no well-sheltered 
anchorage for large ships. 

Tbe TBJtBS of ASSAIT form a chain of islands before the mouth of 
Galway bay, to which they serve as an invaluable guide. Their western 
shores are free from danger, and steep-to, but the eastern side of the large 
island is foul to some distance, with rocky banks of from 4 to 6 fathoms 
water lying from three-quarters to 1^ miles from it. When the sea is 
high the swell through the North sound rolls along this shore, breaking 
furiously on the banks, and depriving it of the shelter it might be 
supposed to afford against westerly winds.* 

XiZOBTS. — A light-house has been erected at each extremity of the Arran 
islands for the purpose of directing vessels through the North and South 
sounds. That erected on Fardurris point, the south extreme of Inisheer 
island, is 112 feet high, and exhibits, at an elevation of 110 feet above 
high water, Bk fixed white light, visible in clear weather about 15 miles, of 
great utility in directing vessels through the South sound, and also in 
avoiding the Finnis rock, in the direction of which a sector of red light is 
exhibited. At the north-west end of the islands a circular light tower 
101 feet high, distinguished by two red horizontal belts, is erected on the 
west point of Eeragh island, as a guide to the North sound, and exhibits 
at an elevation of 115 feet above high water a revolving light, showing a 
bright flash every three minutes, visible in clear weather 16 miles. 

ZWZ8KHB& or Eastern isle, the smallest of the three Arran islands, is 
2 miles in length, from east to west, and about 1 J miles in breadth ; on 
its highest part, 206 feet above the sea, stands the ruin of a telegi'aphic 
tower, and near it an ancient castle, also in ruins ; its shores are eveiy- 
where rocky, except at its north-east side, where there is a small sandy 
beach called the North strand, off which, at a quarter of a mile, a small 
vessel may find temporary anchorage in 7 fathoms, sandy bottom, and be 
sheltered from south-west winds. 

xanSHMAAir, 2| miles long, about 1^ miles wide, from south-east to 
north-west, and 262 feet high, terminates on its western side in a per- 
pendicular cliff, 120 feet high, against which the ocean swell breaks in all 
its force, and throws its spray to a great altitude above the cliff. The 



* See Flan, Isles of Arran, No. 2,015 ; scale, m = 1^ inches. 
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• 
ancient foil of Dun Conor rises very conspicuously near the centre of the 
island ; and along the ridge, but sheltered by the crowning step, several 
villages are built. 

mrzsKicoRB, or Large island, is 7-^ miles long, and two miles wide at 
its greatest breadth. To seawai'd it presents a perpendicular barrier of 
cliff, while on the opposite side the land descends from its summit to the 
shore in a succession of abrupt ledges and terraces. On this side it is 
indented by Killeany bay near its south-east end, and, at rather less than 
ono-third the length of the island from its north-west extremity, there is 
another indentation called Port Murvy, which penetrates to within half a 
mile of the outer shore, and forms part of that depression which here runs 
right across the island, giving it, when seen from a distance of 8 or 
10 miles, the appearance of two islands, and from this deceptive character 
called Blind sound. 

The north-western division of Inishmore attains at its centre an 
elevation of 340 feet, and gently sloping towards the south-west, breaks 
into magnificent cliffs, 270 feet in height. 

The centre and lai'gest natural division of the island is also the highest, 
being 392 feet above the sea, but the cliffs do nowhere exceed 200 feet, 
and are generally under 100 feet. The highest part was formerly occupied 
by a watch lower, which in 1818 was incorporat(^d into a lighthouse ; but 
as its gi'eat height rendered it liable to be obscured by fog or haze, the 
lights at the extremes of the islands, were substituted for it. Near 
the old lighthouse is the ancient fort of Oghil, conspicuous from Killeany 
bay. 

Carrickfadda breaker, with 4 fathoms water, lies on the outer edge of 
the bank to the eastwai'd of Inishmore, and three-quarters of a mile from the 
nearest shore, with Carrickfadda point S.W. by S. Killeany lodge, open 
of the point, leads to the eastward of it. Within it is Priests shoal, with 
4 fathoms water ; and running parallel to the shore, at the distance of 
3 cables, are the Long and Monaghan rocks. 

Two shoal spots, called Brocklinmore and Brock linbeg, with 6 fathoms 
water over them, lie at the? north-west end of the bank, the former \^ miles 
from the shore, and both break heavily. Hraiinock east sound, open, leads 
to the northward of tlieni. The bank on which they are based is steep-to, 
with 20 fathoms at a cable's distance in some parts, and must be approached 
Avith caution by a large ship. 

xzXiXiBAirT BAT, at the south-east end of Inishmore, is exposed to 
the whole fetch of Gal way bay, and with north- west gales the heavy swell 
from the North sound rolls into it. The entrance, about a mile wide, has 
a bar extending across it from C-arrickfadda point, with i'rom 12 to 13 feet 
water over it, having a channel between it and Straw island l^ cables 
20532. ¥ 
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widey with 4 &thom8 water^ deepening witJun to o and 6 fathomB. The 
Bar rocky uncovered on low tides, lies on the bar 2 cables from Carrick- 
iaddsk point A flat, with from 2 to 3 &thonis water oyer it, fiUa the 
western half of the bay. In the south-west comer is the yillage of 
Killeanjy with its little boot harbour, reached by a narrow channel 
through the rocks, and almost dry at low water. Kilronan, the chief village 
of the island, is situated on the north side of the bay ; its pier, 440 feet 
long, affords protection against easterly winds and the heavy sweU that 
sets in with north-west gales. Vessels of 10 feet draught may go alongside 
at high-water neaps. 

A vessel will be on the outer edge of the bar when Dun Ck>nor fort on 
Inishmaan comes over the west side of Straw island, bearing S. -^ £. ; 
therefore in standing towards it, if drawing over 10 feet, tack short of 
this mark. The leading mark into the harbour is Temple Benan, kept 
over the north side of a small sand patch seen a little within Killeany 
point, bearing W.S.W. ^ W., which leads a cable from the low- water edge 
of Straw island rocks. 

Vessels of 18 feet draught should anchor with Killeany lodge over the 
north side of Killeany point, S.W. ^ W., and Ogiiil fort over the church, 
N.W. :j^ W., in about 4 fi^thoms at low water. Those drawing 12 feet and 
under may go much farther in, bringing the church over the inner end of 
Kilronan pier, and anchoring midway between the latter and Killeany 
point, in a depth of nearly 3 fathoms at low water ; this latter anchorage 
is very convenient for gun-boats. In strong south-east winds vessels 
sometimes anchor under Straw island. The whole of the bottom of the 
bay is of sand, and the holding ground tolerably good. 

In heavy north-west gales the swell breaks upon the shoal parts of the 
bar, and rolls into the bay ; but a vessel well found in ground tackling 
will ride in safety by having a good scope of cable out, so as to prevent 
her shooting over her anchor. Should the wind set in from the eastward, 
vessels should quit and proceed to Cashla bay, on the northern shore of 
Galway bay ; while small craft may find shelter under the pier. Water 
may be procured, in small quantities, from a spring near the shore, a short 
distance west of Kilronan. 

TlBa8« — ^It is high water on ftdl and change in Killeany bay at 
4h. 28 m. ; springs rise 13^ feet ; neaps 10 feet ; neaps range 6J feet. 

PORT MUitvx, an open bay facing the north-east, may be resorted to 
in the summer season, but the swell from the North sound rolls into it. 
In front of it lie the Cowrugh and Murvy shoals ; the former, at nearly 
ihr^e-quarters of a mile N.W. by N. from Cowrugh point, has only 10 feet 
over it at low water. Murvy shoal, with 4 fathoms, lies N.N.W. half a 
mile from the Cowrugh shoal, having between them a channel with 6 and 
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7 fathoms water, to sail through which bring Dun Angus in line with 
Kilmurvy house, S. W. by W. ; this course will also lead to the anchorage 
in Port Murvy in 4 fathoms water. Kilmurvy house is the principal 
building in the village. Cragillaun rock, off the west point of Fort 
Murvy, uncovers to a quarter of a mile off. 

BRAirirocK iBiULTms, situated at the north-west extremity of 
Inishmore, comprise Brannock island, the eastern and largest, of 50 feet 
elevation ; Eeragh, the western one, called also Rock island, 30 feet high ; 
and three other small islets, two of which are united with the south- 
western side of Brannock island, and the other to the western extremity 
of Inishmore. The whole occupy an extent of 1^ miles in length, and 
are foul to 2 cables distance. On the north-west point of Eeragh 
stands the lighthouse. 

Brannock and Eeragh are separated from each other and from Inish- 
more by the West and East sounds ; the former is the deeper, but both are 
passable by boats and small vessels in moderate weather or when the swell 
is not high. 

There are two principal entrances to Galway bay, called North and 
South sounds. The passages between the islands known as Gregory and 
Foul sounds may also be freely used when occasion requires. 

SOVTB SOUMD (anciently Bealagh-na-Finnis, or way of the Finnis 
rock), lying between the coast of Clare and Inisheer island, is nearly 
4 miles wide. The greatest depth, 33 fathoms, is on the island side. 
Near the fairway there is a patch of 10 fathoms, with deep water all 
round. 

runrzs rocx, the only danger in the South sound, lying nearly half 
a mile from Trawkeera point, the south-east point of Inisheer, diues only 
at low springs, and is surrounded by sunken rocks and shoal water to the 
extent of a cable on ail sides. Between it and the point there is a channel, 
with from 3 to 4 fathoms water, and a quarter of a mile wide. The 
eastern side of the rock bears •South from the north-east extreme of 
Inisheer, and its southern side S.E. by E. from the lighthouse on Fardurris 
point. A sector of red light marks its position by night. 

A black conical buoy, surmounted by a staff and ball, is moored in 
1 5 fathoms at low water, about a third of a mile to the southward of 
the rock, with Trawkeera point bearing N. ^ W., and Black Head E. | N. 

vonxi SOOWD. — Inishmaan, or Middle island, is separated from Inisheer 
by Foul sound, which is 1^ miles wide between the nearest points. This 
sound has hitherto been greatly misrepresented, and its inappropriate 
name tends to perpetuate for it a bad character, which it by no means 
deserves. 

V 2 
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elevation of 650 feet. Beueath this tower is Branaunmore, a remarkable 
pillar rock, 200 feet high, and between it and Hags head there is a 
smaller one, called Branaun beg, off which are the Stokeen rocks at the 
distance of 1-^ cables from the cliff. 

At three-quarters of a mile beyond O'Brians tower another spicular 
rock rises from the extremity of Harragh (Colts cliff) point, where a reef 
projects a cable seaward ; and from Carrickatrial, or next point south, 
rocks and shoals extend nearly a quarter of a mile. 

From Harragh point the coast falls back, and the cliffs decrease in 
altitude until, at the distance of 2 miles, they terminate in the bight of 
Doonagore bay, where the Cliff river dischai'ges itself over a low-water 
shore of sand and stones. To the south rise the conspicuous ruins of 
Doonagore castle. 

From Doonagore bay to Ballylee, or, as it is sometimes called, Ailladie, 
the next conspicuous point, the distance is 4 miles, and the coast generally 
cliffy, but not high. Four miles farther is Fanore point, to the southward 
of which is Fanore bay, known by a range of sand hills, where small 
vessels may anchor with off-shore winds about a quarter of a mile from 
the strand, in a depth of 5 fathoms, sandy bottom, with Fanore point 
bearing N.E., and Fanore lodge South. Should the wind be blowing hard 
fi'om the eastward it might be preferable to remain here than to attempt 
to beat up Galway bay. 

8&AOX 8IIAB, called in Irish C/urnbourne, is a bold conspicuous 
headland, rising to the height of 1,027 feet above the sea, and is steep- to 
and clear of danger, with 10 fathoms water at a cable distant. 

Black head bay, on the east side of the head, affords good shelter with 
the wind between South and W.N.W. The best anchorage is off the 
white cliffs, which will be seen to the westward of the conspicuous castle 
of Gloninagh. Vessels of large draught should not go farther in than to 
bring the castle to bear S. by E., and Black head N.W. ^ W., where 
the depth will be 6 fathoms, sandy bottom. Small vessels can lie 
farther in ; but care must be taken to have sufficient room to weigh 
should the wind veer round to the noithward, a common feature in the 
weather, and which is invariably accompanied by a simultaneous rising of 
the barometer. 

To the eastward of Black head the south shore of the bay, of moderate 
elevation, and covered by outlying dangei's, is deeply indented with shallow 
Inlets of little importance to navigation.* 

BA&&TVAa8AW BAT, choked with sand-banks, and for the greater 
part dry at low water, communicates with the small town of Ballyvaghan, 

* See Plan of Galway bay, No. 1,984 ; scale, m = 2'n itecbci. 
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in the itouth-west comer of the bay, by au intricate boat channel, and, 
with Lough Muckinish to the eastward, by a narrow tortuous channel 
running between rocky shores. The latter inlet contains the small but 
celebrated Pouldoody oyster bank. 

The creek-like inlet of Aughinish, more generally known as New quay, 
navigable by boats only, has its entrance on the north side of Finavarra 
point, and runs 3^ miles in a south-easterly direction, terminating in 
a shallow and expanded bend towards the south. 

&00 BOOX lies in front of Bally vaghan bay, at the distance of 3^ miles 
S.E. by E. from Black head. A small portion of it is always visible ; its 
north side is steep-to, but to the south it is connected with the flats of 
Ballyvaghan bay. The Farthing rocks, uncovered on last quarter ebb, lie 
to the south-west of Loo rock, at the distance of one-third of a mile from 
the low shingly shore. 

rarAVARSA 8PXT forms the western extremity of the foul ground 
that runs off to the north-west of Finavarra point, distinguished by Murlin 
Beg hill of 240 feet elevation. It lies about three-quarters of a mile 
N.E. by E. from Loo rock, with a depth of 3 fathoms over it, and 7 fathoms 
on either side. By keeping Aughinish martello tower in sight, bearing 
E.S.E., a vessel will be to the northward of it. 

AvaBZVZSB 8BOAX. — The outer extremity of this shoal, on which 
the least water is 3 fathoms, lies W. by N. 1| miles from Deer island. A 
vessel will pass outside it by keeping Newtown house open of Finavarra 
point and the south side of Tyrone trees open of the north end of Deer 
island, E. by S. ^ S. 

Deer island, lying E.S.E. | E. 7 miles from Black head, is a small islet 
9 feet high, surrounded by rock, and nearly connected to the southern 
shore at low water by a narrow spit of sand and gravel extending up¥rards 
of a mile from the island towards the south-east. 



% lying between Deer island and Kilcolgan point, is very 
•halloir towards its head, where it forks ont into two inlets, one running 
towards the south to Kinvara bay, the other to the north-east, to Tyrone 
pool and Kilcolgan river. The tidal heads of both these inlets are 6 miles 
from Kilcolg&n p'^int. A few small vessels may lie afloat in Tyrone pool, 
in from 18 to 24 feet water, but it \s approached over a bar with bat 
7 feel water. A detailed descriptioD of these inlets is unnecessary, and no 
available directioa^ can be given for them, as in the abfloice of all buoys 
and beacons they can only be navigated in boat^ and small Teesels bj tho^e 
poABe^ng intimate local knowledge. 

Kikd^aa point, lying between Sooth and North bays, is a low shelving 
point, foal to a conftiderahle dLitance, and lormia|^ the western termination 
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of a peninsula that is chiefly coyered with shallow lakes. On the north 
side of this peninsula is Mweloon baj, a contracted shallow inlet penetrating 
the land for about 2^ miles, and bounded to the northward by the narrow 
wooded peninsula of Ardfry, from which the St. Brendon and other rocks 
extend in a north-westerly direction for nearly a mile in a continuous 
rocky chain, terminating in the Cockle rook, covered at half flood. 

Between Kilcolgan point and Black rock on the north shore, the width 
of Gralway bay contracts to about 2 miles, and the navigation towards 
Galway roads becomes obstructed by a number of dangerous shoals lying 
near the fairway, before describing which the north shore of the bay will be 
proceeded with. 

The WOBTB BKoma of Galway bay is of moderate elevation, and, with 
few exceptions, free from outlying danger. 

Golam head, called also Gulin or Golden head, 79 feet high, and 
conspicuous from its ruined tower, forms the western extreme of the 
northern shore of Galway bay, and is the north point of entrance to North 
sound ; it lies N.E. by E. ^ E., 5} miles from the western Brannock 
island, and nearly 4| miles from the nearest point of Inishmore, and is 
26 miles below Galway roads ; its western side is steep-to, but the Ullan 
rock lies a cable from its southern side. To the westward of the head 
there is a series of dangerous rocks extending 9 miles to seaward, and 
terminating in the Skird rocks. 

Golam harbour, opening immediately to the northward of the head, has 
a depth of 3 and 4 fathoms over a considerable space, and is well 
sheltered, but the passage into it is so contracted by rocks stretching from 
either side that it is scarcely 60 feet wide. Through this passage there is 
a depth of 8 feet at low water, which deepens on the inner side.* 

The shore in this vicinity is broken up into an immense number of 
islands, generally connected at low water, but affording passages for boats 
at high water into the bays and sounds to the northward, by means of 
which they escape the rough passage round Golam head. 

Kiggaul bay, 2 miles to the eastward of the head, is shallow, and the 
upper part choked with rocks. Kiggaul pass, at the upper end of the bay, 
admits the larger class of boats only towards high water. 

BA'vrBT and aBzmv books* — An extensive cluster of rocks 
covers the shore between Golam head and Kiggaul bay, the westernmost 
of which is the Dawsy rock, uncovered at half tide, and lying with Golam 
head N.W. jg N., 1^ miles distant, and nearly half a mile from the nearest 
shore. Foul ground extends to the distance of 3 cables outside it, on 



* Sec Plan of Roundstone, Birterbny, Oreatman, and Cashla bays, No. 2,096 ;f ieal«, 
m = 2 inches. 
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which the sea breaks heavily when the swell is high. Griffin rocks, lying 
half a mile to the eastward of Dawsy rock, on the west side of the 
entrance to Kiggaul bay, uncover to a distance of 3 cables from the shore. 
A spit with 1| fathoms water over it extends 2 cables beyond them. Deer 
island summit in line with Red flag island, leads a quarter of a mile 
outside these dangers. Live and Lough Carrick islands, on the east side 
of Kiggaul bay, are foul to 2 cables distance. 

swa&iSB BOOX. — Outside the entrance of Greatman bay there are 
several dangers lying in the way of a vessel proceeding towards it. The 
most dangerous of these is English rock, lying W.S.W. 8 cables from 
Trabaan point, the west point of entrance to Greatman bay, and 4 cables 
from Ailmore point, the nearest point of the shore abreast ; it is of small 
extent, dries 3 feet at the springs, and is surrounded by shoal water to 
the distance of half a cable, beyond which there is a depth of 8 or 
9 fathoms on all sides ; a beacon on this rock is much required. Arkeena 
rock, with 7 feet over it, lies 4 cables S.W. from Trabaan point, about 
half way between it and English rock. Between Arkeena rock and the 
shore the depth exceeds 5 fathoms, and between it and English rock 7 and 
8 fathoms. Golam tower, open of LoughcaiTick island, bearing N.W. ^ W., 
will lead outside English rock, and when the highest part of Lichamakinna 
comes in line with Dooleen point, N.E. ^ N., a vessel will be to the east- 
ward of both it and Arkeena rock. 

MXBMAXnr and TBABAAU 8BOA&8, on which the sea breaks 
heavily when the swell is up, lie near the middle of the enti'ance to 
Greatman bay. The former, with 3 fathoms water, is three-quarters of a 
mile ftx)m Trabaan point, and nearly as far S.W. by W. i W. from Keeraun 
point, the east point of entrance to Greatman bay. Trabaan rock, with 
8 feet water, lies 4 cables to the south-east of Trabaan point, about half 
way between it and Keeraun shoal. Golam tower, seen over the north side 
of Live island, leads outside both these dangers. 

aBBATMCAB BA.T, lying 4^ miles to the eastward of Golam head, is 
a shallow inlet, penetrating the land to a distance of 5^ miles, where it 
communicates with Camus and Kilkieran bays by means of the Dangan 
pass, which is dry at low water, but navigable by boats of 5 feet draught 
after half flood. The whole of this deep inlet, as well as the approach to 
it, is studded with dangers, whose position and extent will be best under- 
stood by a reference to the plan. 

Small vessels with the assistance of a pilot may find safe anchorage 
about 2 miles within the entrance, but it cannot be recommended to 
strangers, and its proximity to the more accessible harbour of Cashla bay 
renders it less important as a refuge harbour. 

Within the entrance of Greatman bay, the principal dangers to be 
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avoided are the Rin and Chapel rocks. The shore from the eastern entrance 
point to Carrow point, the next above it, trends N. by W. ^ W. and then 
turns N.N.E. At one-tliird of a mile within the latter point lies Rin rock, 
at the extremity of a broken ledge extending 1| cables from the eastern 
shore, and uncovered at four hours ebb ; two white marks on Rin point, 
bearing E. by S. from each other, show when a vessel is abreast it. 

Half a mile above Rin rock, on the same side, is Doolen point, and between 
it and Gorumna chapel, on the west shore, lie the Chapel shoals, chiefly 
composed of coral, with 3 feet water over them, and occupying the middle 
of the channel. On their western side a depth of 12 I'eet may be cairied 
at a cable from the shore ; but the deepest water is on the opposite side, 
where there is a narrow channel a quarter of a mile long, with between 
.5 and 6 fathoms water in it, hounded by the steej) edge of the shoals. 
Above the Chapel shoals a bar extends across from shore to shore, with 
not more than 13 feet over it. 

Approaching Greatman bay from the westward, keep Golam tower 
open to the south of Loughcarrick island, to clear English rock, until 
the highest part of Lichamakinna comes in line with Dooleen point, 
N.E. J N., which will lead between Trabaan point and Trabaan rock, 
and also clears the Rin rock. From the eastward there is a wide 
and clear passage between Keeraun point and Keeraun shoal. In passing 
the Rin rock, bring Lettermore hill between the chapel and Caraveg point 
until the old light tower on the summit of Inishmore comes immediately 
over the high-water point of Trabaan, or Ogliil fort (east of the old light 
io\wQx)just open of it ; and keeping these in line, S.W. ^ W., astern, it 
will lead through the deep channel before described. A vessel drawing 
less than 9 feet may continue on this course, and find very good anchorage 
in Salthouse pool, about a quarter of a mile below Anima or Butter rock, 
the Salthouse on the shore bearing E. ^ S., and the highest building on 
Inchamakinna over the top of Butter rock, N.E. If a buoy were placed 
on the eastern edge of the Chapel shoals, this navigation would be rendered 
nmcli safer. 

In following the above directions a vessel will have passed over a shoal 
of 9 feet water before entering Salthouse pool. Above this the inlet 
becomes very shallow, and is navigable by boats only. 

The stream at spring tides runs 2 knots per hour in the narrows of the 
Chapel shoal. 

Fresh water may be procured from a small stream running from Louo-h 
Natawnymore, which falls into the little cove a quarter of a mile below the 
Salthouse, but no other supplies. 

CASRXiA 8AT, 7 miles to the ea4>tward of* Golam head, and 19 milei. 
from Galway, has several dangers in the entrance, but is easy of accesF, 
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and affords secure anchorage for small vessels" against all winds and 
sea. 

A martello tower stands on the eastern shore under Rossaveel hill. 
Above it the bay, which is 1 mile wide at the entrance, contracts to less 
than 2 cables between Curraglass point on the west and Lion point on the 
east, and again expands and turns to the east. 

At the visible head of the bay will be seen two small but remarkable 
eminences, — Round hill on the left, and Mount Ballagh on the right, 
backed by the magnificent chain of mountains which stretches between 
Lough Corrib and the Killary bays. 

Killeen point, the west point of entrance, is fc ul for a third of a mile to 
the south-west ; at 1^ cables from the point is Narien rock, covered at 
neap tides; from it a shoal spit extends 2 tables farther in the same 
direction. The coast guard houses kept their own length to the north- 
ward of Knockduff, or the watch-house on the hill kept to the southward 
of Cannon beacon, will clear this shoal, and a vessel will be to the eastward 
of it when the northern foot of Rossaveel hill comes open of Temple point, 
N.E. I E. ; within this the west shore of Cashla bay is clear of danger. 

At the eastern point of entrance to Cashla bay is Foal island, en- 
compassed by rocks, which connect it with the point at low water ; off it 
lies Coddu rock, separated by a naiTOW channel from 2 to 5 fathoms deep. 
Coddu rock is always visible, and is steep-to on all sides, excepting to the 
southward, where there is a rocky shoal with from 3 to 5 fathoms water 
extending 3 cables S.S.W. from the rock. 

CAiriroir socx, uncovered on last quarter ebb, and marked by an iron 
beacon, lies in the entrance of Cashla bay, 3 cables to the north-west of 
Coddu rock ; and is foul to a cable distance on all but its eastern side. 
Mount Ballagh in line with Curraglass point N.N.E., leads to the west- 
ward of it, and Bound hill in line with the same point N. by E. ^ E., leads 
to the eastward of it, and through the East channel between it and Coddu 
rock. This latter mark will also clear the Laghan rocks that stretch out 
from the eastern shore, with the outer rock uncovering on last quarter ebb, 
and steep-to. Within these rocks a rocky creek runs up in a N.N.E. direc- 
tion three-quarters of a mile, having at its entrance the Coastguard rock, 
dry 4 feet at low water. 

In the narrows between Curraglass and Lion points, the shore is foul on 
both sides, and the head of Cashla bay is choked with great masses of rock, 
among which the Cashla river discharges the surplus contents of a large 
cluster of lakes, lying to the north-east. 

Lion rock, uncovered 2 feet at low springs and steep-to, lies a cable 
to the south-west of Lion point, to avoid it the east end of Arranmore 
must only just appear open of Temple point on the west shore of the bay. 
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The Ship Rocks lie off the middle of the shingle beach on the north side 
of Curraglass, and shoal water extends thence round the western shore to 
the distance of nearly two cables, which will be avoided by keeping Cur- 
raglass and Temple points in line S.W. ^ S. 

The Yomig Seal Hocks, lying off the north shore of the bay, arc foul to 
a cable's distance, Cruckdaugh kept to the southward of Derryuoa Lodge, 
or the latter in line with the high watermark bearing E. by S., clears them. 

Fresh water may be obtained either from Cashla river, or from the 
stream which falls from Lough Aunwillin into the small boat harbour on 
the western side of the upper anchorage, but no other supplies. 

TZBII8. — It is high water on full and change in Cashla bay at 4 h. 33 m. 
Springs rise 16 ft. ; neaps, 12 ft. 

BZXBCTZOirs. — The best channel to enter by is that to the westward 
of Cannon rock, taking care to avoid it, as well as the Narian spit off the 
west point of entrance. Vessels may also safely run in to the eastward of 
Cannon rock, by keeping Round hill in line with Curraglass point, which 
also leads to the lower anchorage abreast of the Martello tower, where a 
vessel may bring up in 6 fathoms water, on a bottom of stiff mud and shells; 
but open to southerly and south-west winds. In the upper part of the bay 
there is perfect shelter, as the contraction at the .narrows prevents the 
heavy sea from setting in. Here vessels may anchor in 3 fathoms water, 
with Curraglass and Temple points in line S.W. ^ S., and a large boulder 
named Clogher Shantallow over the middle of the fishery pier S.S.E. ^ E. 
Vessels of less than 12 feet draught may run up until the highest part 
of Young Seal rock comes under Round hill N.W. ^ N., or Clogher 
Shantallow bears South, when they may bring up in 15 feet water. 

The north shore of Gal way bay, to the eastward of Caslila bay, has few 
outlying dangers until the Black rock, lying 2 miles from Mutton island, is 
approached. 

Near Inverine lodge, which stands on the shore of Travore bay, 
3 miles to the eastward of Cashla bay, there is a small cove, sheltered by 
a low pier, which, like many others on the coast, has been permitted to fall 
into ruin. At 3^ miles N.N.E. ^ E. from the lodge rises the remarkable 
hill of Cruckdougli, which will at once be recognised by its nipple summit. 
It is 512 feet abov^c the sea, and has the somewhat higher but less con- 
spicuous hill of Bovroughaun half a mile within. 

MAmr&B BOOK, dry at low water, lies 2| miles to the eatstwai'd 
of Travore bay, at the extremity of a I'eef projecting nearly half a mile 
from the shore, and having a shoal of 12 feet a cable outside it ; it is 
therefore the most dangerous part of the northern coast between Cashla 
bay and Black rock, and it is very desirable that it should be marked by a 
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perch or buoy. Some detached rocks altjo lie a quarter of a mile from 
shore, to the eastward of the Mautle, between it and Awleen bay. Spiddle 
house kept over the sonth side of Bohowna trees or well open of Bohowna 
lodge, situated on the west side of Spiddle village E. ^ S., will lead outside 
the Mantle rock. 

At 9^ miles from Gal way, is the village of Spiddle, with a Coastguard 
station, and a small tidal harbour for boats, but the pier is in a ruinous 
condition, the entrance narrow, and exposed to the prevailing S.W. winds. 
The strand is dry some distance outside the pier at spring tides, and at 1^ 
cables south of it lie the Trawnahawn rocks. Trawmore rock, dry at low 
water springs, with 3 fathoms close to it, lies a quarter of a mile from the 
strand on the east side of Spiddle; another small rock, also steep-to, lies 
K.S.E. ^ E. 2 cables from Trawmore rock. In standing towards this 
.""ihore do not bring AiUe chapel inside Currahowna, the western point of 
Spiddle bay. Between Spiddle and Bama, there are no dangers at a 
(iuai*ter of a mile from the shore, excepting a patch of 3 fathoms lying off 
the eastern point of Furbogh cove, to avoid which keep Knocknagoneen 
cliff, near Barna, outside Whitebeach point.* 

At 3^ miles from Gralway, is the village of Bai-na or Freeport, where 
there is a well-built pier, having a depth of 12 feet alongside at high-water 
springs. The rocks dry a quarter of a nule from the shore on its western 
8ide, and a detached rock lies south half a cable from the pier-head. The 
best course for running in is, the pier-head bearing N.N.E. ^ E. The small 
harbour within is dry at low water, and only nsed by the coasting boats. 

CABKZaWA ROCK, at half a mile south of Barna pier, dry 4 feet 
above low water, and marked by a beacon, is steep-to on its south-west 
side, but within and to the eastward ai*e sevei-al rocky patches. In the 
absence of the beacon, keep Mutton island lighthouse outside Grrey rock 
in passing near its locality. 

BKUTTOir Z8&AirB &zaBT. — The lighthouse on Mutton island is 34 
feet high, and exhibits k fixed white light at an elevation of 33 feet above 
high water. At that period it would become visible from the surface of 
the sea at the distance of rather more than 6^ miles, and at low water at 8 
miles. It is evident, therefore, that it is not sufficiently high for the 
general navigation of the bay, particularly to the fishermen. It ought at 
least to be distinctly visible from Black Head, and for this purpose should 
be about twice its present height. Mutton island is a low rocky islet, 
based on an extensive field of rocks, that uncover to a considerable extent, 
and at low water are connected with the main land by a stony beach, 
together affording shelter to Galway harbour against westerly winds. 



♦ 5«« Plan of Galway bay, No. 1 ,984 ; scale, m = 2 • 2 inches. 
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APPBOAOBII8 to aAJUWJLY BA&BOUR. — The dangers to be avoided 
in approaching Galway harbour commence about 2 miles below Mutton 
island, and consist of the Black rock, the Foudra rock, and . Mutton island 
rocks^ bordering the north side of the channel ; and the Margai*etta and 
Tawin shoals, with Kilcolgan and Henry ledges on the south. The channel 
between these dangers leading to G-al way harbour is half a mile wide, with 
from 6 to 8 fathoms water. 



L BOCXv lying on the north side of the channel leading to Galway 
harbour, uncovers to an extent of 2 cables, and consists of numerous 
detached masses of rock, the principal of which, lying at the east end, dries 
about 5 feet above low water, and is marked by an iron perch, with a cage 
at the top.* This perch bears West a little northerly two miles and a 
cable from Mutton island light, and S. ^ W. 6^ cables from Seaweed point, 
or eastern cliffy peninsula on the north shore. Merlin park house (a large 
and conspicuous mansion situated among groves) seen over the north- went 
corner of the lighthouse wall, bearing E. ^ N., will lead to the southward 
of the rock, in 5 fathoms, and well clear of all the foul ground between 
it and Mutton island. 

Foul ground extends from the north shore nearly out to the Black rock, 
terminating with the North channel rock, a small rock uncovered ai 
springs. Ross hill house over the south-east corner of the lighthouse 
wall E. -^ 8. leads between it and Black rock, a passage that should nevei- 
be taken by any but small vessels or boats. 

roVB&A BOCX. — From the Black rock to Mutton island the shore? 
is covered by foul ground to the distance of half a miTe off. Foudra rock, 
lying near its outer edge, and about a mile W.N.W. ^ W. from the light- 
house, uncovers on spring ebbs. Merlin park house in line with the 
north-west corner of lighthouse wall, the mark for clearing Black rock, 
leads well outside this foul ground. 

Mutton island rocks are steep- to, to the southward, with 5 fathoms 
water a cable from the low watei* edge, but to the westward foul ground 
extends nearly a third of a mile from the rocks. Ross hill house well open 
t^ the southward of Hare island bearing east a little southerly, leads to the 
southward of Mutton island rocks, and when the cupola of Queens college 
comes midway between two houses standing near the shore to the north- 
west of the Coastguard station, bearing N.E. by N., a vessel will be to the 
westward of them. 



* The navigation of the approach to Galway harbour would be safer if a stone tower 
or beacon were placed on the Black rock instead of this perch, which is at all times 
difficult to recognise. Also if a red light were placed in the lower part of Mutton 
island lighthouse, showing directly down the channel, and shaded to the north and south 
in the line of the above-named dangers. 
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lying on the south Bide of the chsonel, is 
chiefly dangerous for the small rock at its eastern extremity, on which 
there is a depth of only 1 1 feet at low water. Its position is shown by a 
hlcLck bnoy moored on the west side of the rock, S.S.E. \ £. one mile 
from Black rock beacon, and S.W. by W. § W., If miles from Mutton 
island lighthouse. A shoal, with from 3^ to 5 fathoms on it, extends 
W.N.W. ^ W. 6 cables from the rock, but it is only in two or three spots 
that the depth is under 20 feet at the lowest tides. Merville House, which 
is near the shore below Merlin park, open to the north of Hare island, 
E. f N., leads to the northward of Margaretta shoal, and all other dangers 
on the south side of the bay. 

TA'WW BVLOAJA occupy an extensive space to the eastward of Mar- 
garetta shoal, and are dangerous to vessels of heavy draught, having no 
more than 16 feet water near their west end, with several patches of 18 
feet scattered to the eastward of it; between them and the Margaretta 
there is a clear channel half a mile wide with from 5^ to 7 fathoms water. 
Merlin park house in line with the north side of Hare island leads to the 
northward of Tawin shoals, Galway spire touching the Coastguard houses 
on Fairy hill N.E. leads between them and the Margaretta, and Merlin 
castle in line with the south end of Hare island leads to the eastward of 
and between them and Ardfry shoal in 4 fathoms water. 

Ardfry^ shoal with 12 feet water lies nearly midway between Tawin 
shoals and the Cockle rock. Oranmore castle in line with Saleen point 
E. ^ 8. clears the Cockle rock, but leads over Ardfry shoal in 13 feet water. 

MXImCOIMAX and BBWST XiBBCUBSf with frt)m 4^ to 5 fathoms over 
them, lie at the western extremity of a ridge of coral and gravel that 
extends from Kilcolgan point, with 6\ fathoms water on it, and 7 and 8 on 
each side of it. The outer ledge is 2^ miles W. by N. ^ N. from Kilcolgan 
point. Merville house open north of Hare island, the mark for clearing 
Margaretta shoal, leads well to the northward of these also. 

WOBTB BAT, lying to the north-east of Kilcolgan point, comprbes 
Galway harbour and roadstead, Oranmore bay, and New harbour. 

WBW BABBOUR is a safe anchorage for small vessels, open to the 
north-west, but not exposed to any swell from that quarter. Formerly it 
was much resorted to ; before Galway new dock was opened vessels 
anchored there to await a fair wind for leaving the bay, and the Baltic 
ships used frequently to pass the winter there. 

Rinville point, on the north side of the harbour, is foul for a quarter of 

a mile to the westward ; on its summit stands Rinville house and castle^ 

surrounded by conspicuous plantations. Galway spire touching Hare 

island cliff N. by W. | W., clears Rinville spit, until Furze park house is 

seen Hb breadth open to the northward of Bay cottage, S.E. by E. \ E., 
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with which mark run up the harbour, and anchor with Rinville caatle over 
the pier N.£. by E., in a depth of 7 or 8 feet, and there moor. The bottom 
being soft mud, vessels may safely lie aground. 

OKAITMO&B BAT, ohoked with rocks, and nearly all dry at low water, 
is a prolongation of the shallow inlet between Rinville point and Hare 
island, and lies exposed to the full force of the westerly winds blowing up 
Galway bay. With the assistance of a pilot small vessels may enter Oraii* 
more bay towards high water, and lie afloat in a pool a quarter of a mile 
long and half a cable wide, in which the depth varies from 7 to 17 feet. 
At low water the approach to this pool is nearly closed by the rocks 
extending from each shore, leaving but a narrow pass, with 5 feet water 
in it. 

aAXi^RTAT BARBOUR and ROAB8TBAB is formed by a shallow bay 
on the north shore, opening between Mutton island and Hare island, at the 
head of which stands the town of Galway. The head of the bay is sur- 
rounded by extensive foreshores of rock and stones, between which the 
river Corrib discharges itself, and forms the channel of approach to the 
docks. Lough Attalia also communicates with the bay by the same 
channel.* 

Hare island is connected to Ballyloughaun point by a neck of shingle and 
sand rising 4 feet above the level of low water. On its north side are the 
Bridget rocks, which will be avoided by not bringing Erasmus Smith's 
college within Cromwell point. Trout Rock lies South a quarter of a mile 
from the nearest point of Hare island, with Galway church spire touching 
Hare island cliff, N. by W. | W., and Merlin park house over Rabbit 
island ; which mai-ks, kept open either way, will clear it. It is about 60 
feet long, 40 feet wide, steep-to on all sides, and dries 3 feet above low 
wa^er. 

Between Mutton island and Hare island there is a depth of 4 fathoms 
Water, shoaling at the distance of 4 cables within this line to 6 feet on the 
outer edge of the great flat or bar that lies across the entrance to the 
river Corrib. 

The usual anchorage for large vessels is with Black head closing on 
Mutton island, in about 21 feet at low water. Heavy gales, between 
West and S.W., cause an uneasy sea in the outer parts of the anchorage ; 
but the holding ground is excellent, being composed of a stiff clay under 
a muddy surface ; and vessels properly found may ride in safety under 
the most unfavourable circumstances. As the swell is produced in the 
bay (that of the ocean being arrested by the Arran islands), it subsides 
with the wind that produced it. 



* Sm Flan, Qalwijr harbour, No. 1,908 i wato, » » 6' a ia«hsA, 
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r. — The town of Galway stands on the left bank of the river 
Corrib. The principal buildings are, Queens college, St Nicholas church, 
the Exchange, County courthouse, and the College endowed by the late 
Erasmus Smith. On the right bank of the river, and forming a suburb, 
is the large fishing village of Claddagh. The population of the town in 
1861 was 16,786. 

Since 1847 extensive works have been in progress for the improvement 
of the port and vicinity of Galway. Nimmo pier has been united to 
Claddagh by a substantial quay wall and roadway; and with an additional 
quay and graving slip for the boats, will be a great convenience to the 
large community of fishermen who exclusively people that suburb, num- 
bering 3,000 persons, and possessing 79 boats of the first class aud 210 
of the second class. 

The canal uniting Lough Corrib with the sea, upwards of 4,000 feet in 
length, has its entrance at Ballyknow quay, or the upper quay of the 
Claddagh, which now forms a side of the tidal dock, containing two statute 
acres. The dock is entered by a lock, 20^ feet wide, and 130 feet in 
length. The depth of water on the lower sill at ordinary springs is 17 feet 
4 inches, and the depth of the impounded water in the dock, 10 feet. 

A second lock ascends from the level of the dock to that of Lough Comb, 
which in winter is 28§ feet abovc^ low water of the bay. The depth of 
the canal is 8 feet in sumraei", and 9^ feet in winter. The Lough has been 
tleepened in several places, so as to afford a channel of 6^ feet water at the 
summer level, and where necessary buoys and beacons are placed. This 
extensive Lough now opens out the resources of a very large extent of the 
province of Connaught, and bears its produce to the sea.* 

BOCX8. — Galway new dock, completed in 1831, contains rather more 
than five statute acres. It has a clear entrance of 54 feet, and at the sill 
a depth of from 15 to 18 feet at high-water springs. The quayage is 
about 2,500 feet. Vessels are generally lightened in the roadstead to 
a draught of 14^ or 15 feet, as the pilots consider it imprudent to take 
them in when deeper, for the passage to the dock is narrow, and there is u 
risk of grounding on either side. 

Outside this fioating dock, on the west side of the entrance, is the old 
tidal dock, where the fishing and turf boats usually dischai'ge their cargoes, 
and vessels lie aground to clean or repair their bottoms; and on the east 
side is a wooden jetty. The conveniences of the port would be much 
increased by a patent slip or dry dock. 



* Lough Corrib is 15 miles long from north to south, its average width 4 mile?, and 
it has an area of 43,485 acres. Lough Mask, which is connected with it by a subter- 
raneous channel, has, including Though Can*a, an offset, an area of about 26,270 acres ; 
its level is 68 feet above low water of the bay. See Admiralty Chart of Loughs Corrib 
nd Mask, by Commander Beecbey, B.N,, No. 2,318 ; sc^le, m = 1 '3 inches. 
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A barrier of rocks stretches nearly across the river between the inner 
end of Nimmo pier and the old dock, over which the descending waters 
rush violently. Between the pier and the opposite point of Rinmore 
there is a gully, with 13 feet in it at low water, called the Pool, the 
entrance to which is marked by two red buoys ; and between Rinmore point 
and the dock wall is the entrance to Lough Atalia or Salt lake, with an 
area of about 80 acres, and an average depth of 3 feet at low water, 
increasing to 14 feet at its lower end. The low- water level of the Lough 
is 9 feet above the corresponding level of the bay, its farther fall being 
arrested by a rocky barrier at its mouth. 

svpp&zas of ships' stores and provisions are abundant, or may be pro- 
cured from Dublin, at a few hours' notice, by rail, and any ordinary repairs 
in wood or iron can be accomplished. 

Water is obtained from the Corrib river, at the upper pai't of the Canal 
dock wall, near the bridge, about the time of or shortly after high water. 

PZlaOTS. — Vessels are taken to and from Mutton island roadstead and 
dock by the harbour pilots, who will go off on the usual signal being made. 

The pilotage rates for all vessels entering the port of Galway or going 
from the roads to Galway dock are as follows: — from 50 to 75 tons register, 
12*. 6rf. ; from 75 to 100 tons, 15*.; from 100 to 125 tons, 1/.; and for 
eveiy subsequent 25 tons register, 28, 6d. 

There are signals both by day and night to show when the dock gates 
are open and shut. When open by day a red flag is hoisted over the gates, 
and at night two gre€7i lights are exhibited, one on each side; when shut 
at night two red lights are exhibited in a similai* manner. 

TZBB8. — It is high water, full and change, in Galway harbour at 
4 h. 35 m. Mean springs rise 14f feet, neaps 11 feet. With extraordinary 
gales and other causes, the tides occasionally rise 22 feet; and this has 
occurred even at neaps. 

The average rate of the stream in the bay and sounds leading to it 
nowhere exceeds 1-^ knots on springs. 

BXRaoTZOWB. — Vessels bound to Glalway may enter the bay by any of 
the sounds between the Arran islands. In stormy or unsettled weather 
the North or South sounds are to be preferred, but with a fair wind, or 
under steam, the others are equally available. In running through South 
sound take care to avoid the Finnis rock, p. 83, and in the North sound 
keep nearer the north shore, to avoid the breakers on Brocklinmore banks. 
From a position in North sound abreast of Golam head to the fairway 
between the Black rock and Margaretta shoals, the course and distance is 
E. by S. J S., 25 miles. Fi'om a similar position in South sound to 
abreast of Black head it is N.E. by E. | E., 10 miles, and thence to the 
20532. Q 
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fairway between Black rock and Mai'garetta, £atit» 7^ miles. Tluroughout 
the whole of this space there are no dangers whatever near the fair 
navigable course, excepting those referred to in the North aad South 
sounds, and with a beating wind vessels may stand from shore to shore, 
taking care to avoid the outlying ixxiks between Grolam head and Cashla 
bay, p. 87 and the flats that cover the south shore to the eastward of 
Black head, p. 86. 

Vessels of moderate draught seeking shelter against westerly gales may 
run into Cashla bay, p. 90. If the wind hangs to the southward of West 
large ships will find shelter in Black head bay, p. 85, but there is no well- 
sheltered anchorage where vessels of this class may ride securely in all 
weathers. 

When running for Mutton island roadstead at night, to sail between 
Black rock and Margaretta shoal, bring Mutton island light to bear 
E. by N., which is the fairway course ; and when the town lights open 
out bring the light on the port bow, or steer E. by S., so as to give 
Mutton island a sufficient berth, until the light bears North, when the 
vessel may haul in for the roadstead on a N.E. by E. course, and anchor 
in the required depth. With the light bearing West the depth will be 
about 20 feet at low water. 

Vessels have sometimes run on the Mutton island rocks by misjudging 
their distance from the light in the night ; but this would be avoided by- 
attending to the foregoing directions, of bringing the light one or two 
points on the port bow after passing the Black rock. Nevertheless, it 
would facilitate vessels entering the roads at night if the lighthouse were 
placed near the southern edge of the rocks. 

The day mark for clearing the island rocks is to keep Bosshill house 
wall open to the southward of Hare island cliffs, bearing East a little 
southerly ; or Merville house only just visible to the northward of Hare 
island. Bosshill house is situated on the eminence between Merlin park 
and the entrance to Oranmore bay ; and beneath it, near the shore, stand 
the ruins of Boscam round tower and church. 

Vessels working in or out must tack towards the Margaretta when 
Merville house touches the north point of Hare island, and towards the 
Black rock before Merlin park house comes on with the north-west 
corner of the lighthouse wall. When to the eastward of these dangers 
they may stand to the northward until Boss hill house comes on with the 
south-east comer of the lighthouse wall, taking care to avoid the rocks 
extending half a mile to the westward of Mutton island, p. 93, and to the 
southward towards Tawin shoals into 5 or 4^ fathoms. 

To anchor in the roadstead in the daytime, close Black Head with the 
south end of Mutton island, anchoring somewhat nearer to the latter iiuui 
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to Hare island, or with St, Patricks chapel (the eastern one of the town) 
seen midway between Nimmo pier and Rinmore point, which form the 
mouth of the river Corrib, and the entrance towards Galway doeks. Small 
vessels can anchor more to the northward, and nearer to Mutton island, if 
requiring shelter from westerly winds. There is a depth of 12 feet at low 
water within a cable of the eastern side of the island. Should the wind 
blow strong from the southward or south-east vessels drawing less than 
10 feet will find good shelter under Hare island, the rocks off which, on 
the north side, are steep-to at low water. 

In proceeding from Mutton island roadstead towards Rinmore point a 
vessel will pass over the shoalest part of Galway bar, on which there ai'e 
but 2 feet at low water ; but by standing to the eastward until the eastern 
red buoy comes in line with !Nimmo pier end, or the latter with the 
Piscatory school in the Claddagh, and then steering between the two 
buoys, she will carry a depth of 5 feet until she enters the gut or channel 
leading into the Pool. The leading mark for this gut is the dock house, 
kept its own breadth to the westward of Galway spire N. by W. \ W. ; 
this leads very close to the eastern buoy. When past Nimmo pier, steer 
for the dock entrance. 

As the stream running into Lough Atalia sets directly upon the 
Rinmore rocks it is necessary for vessels going in or out to make bold on 
Nimmo pier end. In making sail from the dock with an easterly wind 
and falling tide take care that the vessel is not carried on the old dock 
wall by the outset from Lough Atalia, which will be felt until she enters 
the stream from the Corrib. 

A tug steamer would be a great advantage to the port, and would be 
found almost indispensable should the trade increase, as already there is 
often much delay, by reason of vessels getting in each other's way. 

The COAST from Galway bay to the northward, as far as Clew bay, 
no longer presents the bold features that distinguish the coast to the 
southward, but is fronted by a multitude of dangerous outlying rocks, 
some of which extend 8 miles from the land, with intricate channels 
among them leading to the bays and inlets that penetrate the irregular 
broken shores of Connemara. Some of these inlets afford secure anchorage, 
but the dangers in the approach are so numerous that they are seldom 
frequented, and should never be attempted by strangers without the 
assistance of a pilot intimately acquainted with the intricacies of the 
navigation. 

ASPBOT. — ^Errisbeg mountain, with its broad ridge rising in several 
peaked eminences to the height of 971 feet, serves as an unmistakeable 
landmark in making the coast. At the head of Birterbuy bay, and 
5| miles to the eastward of Errisbeg, is the scarcely less remarkable hill 
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of Cashel, standing out in prominent relief from the magnificent chain of 
the Twelve Pins that stretches between Lough Corrib and the Eallaries. 
The mountain range of Knockmorden, 1,148 feet high, stretching along 
the western side of Eliikieran bay, presents a conspicuous feature when 
viewed from the southward Deer island also, with the outer Skird rocks, 
form conspicuous objects in the navigation of their vicinity, while the 
lighthouses on Slyne head are invaluable beacons to warn vessels of their 
approach to this dangerous coast. 

BOimzvOB. — The approach to these dangers from the westwai'd is 
characterised by ii*regular soundings that afford no certain indication of 
their proximity. The depth of 50 fathoms is found 2 miles to the west- 
ward of the Skird rocks, and less than one mile from Slyne head. 
Seven miles to the westward of the Skirds there are 55 and 66 fathoms, 
and at 11 miles from the same 51 and 52 fathoms, generally on rocky and 
coarse ground. To the westward of Slyne head the depths increase to 
58 fathoms at the distance of 5 miles, and 2 miles further again decrease 
to 52, while nearly midway between these dangers the depths increase 
from 50 to 72 fathoms in the distance of 3 miles, again shoaling to 60 to 
the westward. In thick weather, therefore, when near the parallel of 
Slyne head, a ship must approach the coast with great caution, and not 
come within the depth of 70 fathoms until her position is ascertained. 

TZBAiL 8TSBj(LM8. — In the offing the stream is weak and of uncertain 
duration, being influenced by the prevailing winds. In the vicinity of 
Slyne head, the stream impinging against the islands on either side, and 
rushing through the sounds, is also deflected seaward, in opposition to the 
prevailing wind and swell, at the rate of 3 to 4 knots an hour, occasioning 
a very turbulent sea off the head. The stream is of uncertain duration, 
terminating from 2 to 5 hours after high and low water on the shore ; on 
an average it may be considered that it runs to the northward about 
3 hours after high water, and to the southward 3 hours after low water, 
as its strength decreases with the distance from the head, less sea will be 
found by keeping a good offing. 

BXZSB &OCXS, the most outlying danger between Slyne head and 
Golam head, is an irregular group of rocks and shoals, occupying a space 
of about 2 mUes in extent, some of which never cover ; others are just 
awash ; and the remainder are generally indicated by their breakers. The 
highest rocks are on the south-western face of the group, where Skirdmore 
attains an elevation of 60 feet above high water, and Doonguddle, 40 feet, 
serving as admirable beacons by day to warn vessels of their approach to 
danger, and also as a guide to the North sound of Galway bay. 

Skirdmore lies N.W. ^ W., 8| miles from Grolam head ; N.* by W., 
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8J miles from the north light on the Arran islands ; and S. by E. ^ E., 
11| miles from Slyne head. Slyne head lights in line N. | E. leads 
upwards of 4 miles to the westward of them. On this side they arc 
steep-to with 30 fathoms water half a mile from them ; to the southward 
also they are clear of danger, with deep water close home, but to the 
south-east the irregular rocky bottom is prolonged from Broadwood shoal, 
the south-east danger of the Skird group, into the Yellow ridge and East 
shoal, with from 4 to 6 fathoms water over them, and intervening patches 
of 9 and 10, forming a chain of rocky summits extending 4^ miles to the 
south-east from the outer Skird rock, on all of which the sea breaks 
furiously in rough weather, even in depths of 10 fathoms. 

STAMACKAir &OCX8, lying to the south-east of the Skirds, and 
between them and Grolam head, cover a space of nearly 2 miles in extent, 
and are separated from the East shoal of tlio latter group by a channel 
I mile wide, with 1 5 fathoms water in it. Some of these rocks never 
cover, others appear at various periods of the tide, and all may generally 
be known by their breakers. An irregular bank with 6 fathoms water 
extends nearly a mile to the westward of them, towards East shoal, on 
which the sea often breaks. Golam tower kept open of the Eagle rock, 
S.E. by E., leads to the southward of !Namackan rocks, and Golam head 
well north of Red flag island, S.S.E., leads to the northward of them and 
through the inner passage. 

SAO&B Bocx, 28 feet high, is the highest of a group of rocks lying 
between Namackan rocks and Golam head, extending about a mile in 
length, in a N.N.E. and S.S.W. direction, with a good clear channel, half 
a mile wide, between them and Golam head. A cable and a half to the 
south-east of Seal rock, the southern rock of this group, lies Fairservice 
rock, with 4 feet water over it. Cashel hill, open to the east of Binnore 
island, N.N.E. J E., leads to the eastward of it. 

The most outlying dangers to the north of the Skirds are the Mile 
rocks, Toole rock, and BeUows rock. 

MX&B &OCXS, 10 feet high at their west extremity, lie 1^ miles north 
of the Skirds, and about 2^ miles W. by S. from Deer island, towards 
which they extend for nearly 1-^ miles in irregular patches of increasing 
depth, and terminating in the Mile-end patches, with from 4 to 7 fathoms 
water over them. Half a mile west of the Mile rock there is a shoal of 
7 fathoms, and between them and the Skirds some patches of 12 fathoms, 
on all which the sea occasionally breaks. The passage between these 
groups is otherwise clear of danger. 

TOO&B BOCX8. — Toole rock, with 4 fathoms over it, lies 1^ miles north 
of Mile rocks, and nearly midway between the latter and Wild Bellows. 
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Caphel hill, in line with the north end of Croaghmore, E. by N^ leads 
between Toolo rock and Mile rocks in deep water, but over a spit ex- 
tending north from Deer island, on which lies the Boot rock, with 6 
fathoms water. 

mmsAOViru nocmm. — Wild Bellows rock, covered at high water neap 
tides, lies 1^ miles to the northward of Toole rocks, and 2| miles 
W. J N. from the nearest point of Deer island* It is steep-to on all sides 
to within a short distance, but some detached shoals, with from 5 to 6 
fathom.s water over them, lie to the south and south-west of the rock, 
extending on the latter bearing to the distance of a mile from it. Sunk 
Bellows, lying 1 J miles to the eastward of Wild Bellows, about midway 
between it and Croaghmore island, has 7 feet water over it, and is steep-to 
all round. 

The foregoing dangers, of which the Skirds form the salient point, 
stretch from Golam head to Wild Bellows rock, a distance of 14 miles. 
Between them and the shore there are several other dangers, the most 
extensive of wliich, called Tonyeal rocks, occupying an area of half a 
mile, rises iu detached patches to within a few feet of the surface, and at 
one spot uncovers on low springs. 

xz&JUBRAir BAT, an extensive inlet, opening between Dinish and 
Birmore islands, about 2 miles to the northward of Golam head, pene- 
trates the land, in a north-easterly direction, to a distance of 8 miles, with 
ramifications extending in a more easterly direction to Upper Camus bay 
and the lakes communicating with it. The upper part of these waters is 
generally shallow and studded with dangers, but with the assistance of 
buoys and beacons might be navigated by small steam-vessels, should the 
requirements of the district call for their employment. The lower part of 
the inlet abreast of Kilkieran cove aflfords fair shelter, with sufficient depth 
of water for large ships; but the channel leading to it is encumbered with 
several rocky patches, of from 3 to 5 fathoms water lying near the fair 
way, restricting its use, in its present unmarked state, to vessels of under 
16 feet draught; and even for these a pilot is necessary. 

CABBBSsr BAT, situated to the eastward of Deenish island, on the 
east side of the entrance to Kilkieran bay, is easy of access, sufficiently 
sheltered, and with water enough for any ships. Large ships should 
anchor with the south end of Birmore island in line with the lai-ge boulder 
on Dinish point, bearing N.W. ^ W., and the boulder on the summit 
of Eragh island in line with the cottage on its south shore, bearing 
N.E. ^ E., in 7 and 8 fathoms water, on a bottom of sand and mud. 
Small vessels may bring Dinish boulder in line with the highest part of 
Birmore, bearing N.W. ; but none should go to the southward of this line, 
as there is a flat stretching across from Knock point towards Dinish point. 
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part of which dries at low water, shutting off the deep interior pool of 
Coonawilleen bay from the anchorage in Casheen bay. 

»zvz8B 8BOAK8, with 6 feet water, lie on the west side of Dinish 
island, in the track of vessels running into Casheen or Kilkieran bays. 
The shoalest part lies near their western extremity, at the distance of 
three-quarters of a mile from the nearest part of Dinish island. 

TZBBS. — It is high water on full and change at Kilkieran cove at 
4h. 34 m. Springs rise 15J feet; neaps, 11 feet. 

nzRiscTZOsrs. — In proceeding from off Golam head to Casheen or 
Kilkieran bays, the best passage is that between Grolam head and the Eagle 
rock group. By keeping Cashel hill a little open east of Birmore island, 
N.N.E ^ E., the Fairservice rock, lying to the southward of Eagle rocks, 
will be avoided, and the hill closing on the island, leads to the westward 
of Dinish shoals. Run up with this mark on until Lettermore hill comes 
on with the south side of Eragh island, which will lead to the northward 
of the Dinish shoals. Dinish point is moderately steep-to ; a vessel may 
haul round it at a cable distance, and anchor in Casheen bay, as before 
directed. 

Large vessels working in or out of Casheen bay must not stand farther 
to the northward than to bring the highest part of Inishbarra in line with 
the south point of Eragh, to avoid a shoal of 3 fathoms that lies about 
half way between Dinish point and Maan island, in the entrance of 
Kilkieran bay. 

To run up to Kilkieran cove with a vessel under 16 feet draught : From 
abreast of Dinish point steer so as to pass to the eastward of Maan island, 
giving its east point a berth of 2 cables, to avoid the foul ground off it. 
When the south end of Birmore opens north of Maan island, a vessel may 
haul up towards Kilkieran point, clear of the Fork rocks, which are only 
covered on very high tides ; and by bringing Maan island nearly twice its 
own breadth to the southward of Birmore, will pass to the westward of 
Callow spit ; Kilkieran point may be passed at a cable distance ; keep 
this shore on board, at the distance of 2 or 3 cables, to avoid the spit that 
extends from the south end of Kinelly island, and anchor between the 
island and Kilkieran cove, in from 6 to 10 fathoms water ; coarse bottom. 
Small vessels may go much closer in towards Kilkieran cove, and lie out 
of the tide, which here runs about 2 knots per hour. 

In running up to Kilkieran cove on this track, several patches of 3 to 4 
fathoms water will be crossed. Vessels may also run up to the westward 
of Maan island, in about the same depth of water, giving the island a berth 
of 2 cables, and taking care not to approach the Hard rocks on the west 
shore. On passing the island, steer direct for Kilkieran point. 

The COAST westward of Kilkieran \my assumes a sandy character. 
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with oxtcnsive foreeliores drying out and numerous rocks scattered over 

Ihem. 

Mwcenish bay, the next to the westward of Kilkieran bay, is a shallow 
inirt, accessible to vessels under 8 feet draught in fine weather only. 
When the swell is high, there are fearful breakers in the channels leading 
(<) i<, and none but those intimately acquainted with the locality dare 
venture among them. 

Miiskerry ishwid, a low sandy island, surrounded by rocks, lies in 
front of Mweenish bay. On its southern side, the rocky foreshore dries 
4 cables oif ; beyond it, at the distance of half a mile from the island, 
llien^ is a dangerous rock, with only 3 feet over it at low water. The 
inner passage lies between this and the Kenny rock, and is here three- 
^jiiarters of a mile wide. 

Macdara island, lying N.W. by N. 4 miles from Muskerry island, is 
^H feet high, and crowned by a large boulder ; on its eastern side are 
I he ruins of an ancient stone-roofed chapel. Mason island, to the south- 
east of Mttcdara, is lower, and much covered with sand. Half a mile 
to the southward of Mason island lie the Carrickaview rocks, covered 
at high water neap tides, and steep-to to the westward. These rocks, 
with Macdara island, form the north side of the inner passage ; the south 
side is bounded by Tonyeal rocks. 

zmrsR PA88AOS. — Those acquainted with this intiucate navigation, 
when bound to the northward from Golam head, prefer the Inner passage, 
or that east of the Eagle and Namackan rocks, to going outside the Skirds, 
by which they not only shorten their distance, but experience much less 
KCH. This passage is particularly convenient to small vessels navigating 
bf'tween Gal way and Roundstone bays. The best leading mai'k for it is 
Golam head, seen just open to the northward of Kedflag rock, S.S.E. a 
little easterly, which leads between Muskerry and Namackan rocks, and 
towards Macdara island, between which and Tonyeal rocks the passage is 
half a mile wide. 



lying 1| miles N.N.W. from Macdara island, and 195 
feet high, forms a veiy conspicuous object in the navigation of the vicinity. 
It is covered with low brushwood and furze, among which the deer find 
shelter. Deer island shoals, with 18 feet water, lie one third of a mile to 
the eastward of the island. Half a mile north-east of it are the CrOagh 
islands, separated from each other by a narrow sound, and from Deer 
island by a deep and clear channel, half a mile wide. 

ABB BAT affords shelter against south-west winds, and may be safely 
resorted to by small vessels in summer, but north-west winds blow right in. 
'i'he anchorage is on the east side of the rocks that lie between Macdara and 
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Mason islands, the most outlying of which, Rourke Slate, is a small rock 
visible only at low water springs, and must be cai'efully avoided by vessels 
going in to the anchorage. Mile rock kept open of the north point of 
Macdara island W. ^ N., until Mweenish south village comes on the north 
side of Table rock, clears it and the other dangers near it. When Ard castle 
comes open of the west point of the cove, at the head of which it stands, a 
vessel may anchor in 3 fathoms water; should the wind come round to the 
north-west and make riding uneasy, small vessels of under 8 feet draught 
may run up to Ard harbour, with the assistance of a pilot, and find secure 
anchorage. 

ImMBMOB xocx. — ^In the sound between Deer island and Mace head, the 
nearest point of the main, the soundings are very irregular ; Deer shoal, 
already noticed, with but three fathoms water over it, lies on the west side 
of the sound, near its middle there are patches of 5 and 6 fathoms, with 12 
and 14 close to the westward of them, and on the east side of the sound, 
about half a mile from Mace head at the entrance of Ard bay, lies the 
dangerous rock called Lebros, dry at low water, with a rocky patch of 4 
fathoms a quarter of a mile to the westward of it. Eoundstone church 
in line with Mountain View house (the principal house on the east 
side of Lackan island), leads to the westward of it. In standing in or 
out of Ard bay a vessel will pass to the west of Lebros by keeping Doon 
hill to the south of Croaghbeg island, and to the east of it by bringing the 
same hill between Croaghbeg and Croaghmore, the former mark leads over 
the four fathom patch to the westward of the rock, which it is necessary to 
avoid when the sea is up, as it then breaks. 

BXATBXBmr BAT, lying in the bight about midway between Slyne 
head aud Golam head, affords perfect security for ships of the lai'gest class 
against all winds and sea ; the approach, however, is so encumbered with 
dangers, without any buoys or marks to distinguish them, that it would be 
imprudent for a stranger to run for it excepting under favourable circum- 
stances of wind and weather. The entrance a quarter of a mile wide lies 
E.N.E. 3^ miles from Deer island, from whence the bay extends about 4 
miles in an east direction, and is about one mile in width, with a general 
depth over the fair anchorage ground of 6 to 1 1 fathoms, on a bottom of 
muddy sand. 

Treh island, forming the south point of entrance, is based on an extensive 
rocky foreshore, which connects it with the main at low water. Some 
rocks, called the Small Breakers, lie a cable and a half from its west side, 
which will be avoided by keeping the whole of Macdara island open to the 
westward of Freagh island. Its north point may be passed at a cable 
distance. The north point of entrance formed by the south end of 
Inishnee is steep-to, with 5 fathoms water at half a cable distance. 
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I^etween it and Treh point there Is a clear channel with a depth of 14 
fathoms, through which a spring ebb runs about 2 knots. 

Lackan island, lying immediately before the entrance, and three-quarters 
of a mile from it, is foul to the southward for a quarter of a mile off; on 
its east side the rocky foreshore uncovers to a cable distance, beyond 
which it is moderately bold-to. 

The south shore of Birterbuy bay is covered by a flat extending a 
quarter of a mile off ; at the head of the bay there are several small 
islands, the highest of which, Croghnut, is conspicuous from the entrance. 

Cashel bay, lying to the northward of these islands, is an extensive 
inlet, choked with shallows and oyster banks. In its sonth-east comer, 
enclosed by the islands, and without any deep channel of approach to it^ 
there is a pool with as much as 15 fathoms water in it, called Lehanagh 
pool. 

Gowla cove, at the head of the bight, to the southward of the islands, 
affords excellent anchorage for small vessels in 3 fathoms water, but a bar 
of 2 fathoms water, with a rock lying in the fair way, obstructs the 
approach to it. 

From the south pomt of the islands a flat stretches to the westward 
across the entrance of Cashel bay, and joining the shore again at Salt 
point. Its outer edge is steep-to, with 8 and 9 fathoms close to it. 

Clooniie bay, separated from Roundstone bay by Inishnee, is a narrow 
inlet extending 3^ miles in a N.N.E. and north-easterly direction, with 5 
and 6 fathoms water for a mile within its entrance, and easily navigable by 
Kmall steamers. At Clooniie pier, the beautiful green marble raised in 
the neighbourhood is embarked. Vessels of 10 feet draught may go along- 
side at high water. 

OOBXT 8BOA&. — Immediately in front of the entrance to Clooniie 
bay there is a small island called Oghly island, and a quarter of a mile to 
the southward of it, and nearly a mile within the entrance of Birterbuy 
bay lies Oghly shoal, with 5 feet water over it ; Bodkin house, on Lackan 
island, kept open to the southward of the north point of entrance until 
Cashel hill comes in line with Salt point bearing E N.E., clears Oghly 
shoal, and the south end of Lackan island kept open of Treh point, the 
south point of entrance, clears the flats on the south shore of the bay. 

mawnBTOwa bat, lying on the west side of Inishnee, immediately 
outside the entrance of Birterbuy bay, penetrates for 2 miles in a N.N.E. 
direction, and affords a well-sheltered harbour for small vessels. From 
the depth of 1 1 fathoms, in the entrance, it shoals gradually to 5 feet on 
the bar that crosses the harbour a little below the town. Above the bar 
the water again deepens to 8 or 9 feet ; here vessels of burthen may safely 
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lie aground on the mud, by mooring so as to keep clear of their anchors, or 
they may go alongside the pier when the tide serves. 

Eoundstone is a post town ; vessels that are not too large to avail them- 
selves of it will find Eoundstone bay a more convenient anchorage than 
Birterbuy, where there is no town. 

Birterbuy and Eoundstone bays may be approached either by the sound 
between Deer island and Mace head, or by that to the northward of the 
Croagh islands. Besides the dangers already described in the former sound, 
p. 106, and the Bellows rocks lying to the north-west of Deer island, p. 102, 
there are several others lying in the approach to these harbours, of which 
the Floor rock and Smith rock, in the eastern passage, and the Muckranagh 
and Coulty rocks, with the Shark patches, lying to the northward of the 
Croagh islands, are the most dangerous. 

8MZVK &ocx» with 1 1 feet water over it, lies one-third of a mile to 
the north-west of Freagh island ; between them there is a clear channel 
with 9 fathoms water ; Cashel hill, inside Treh island, leads south of the 
rock; and the same hill in a line with Treh point leads to the north of it. 
Roundstone church in line with the east extreme of Lackan island leads 
to the westward of it. 

r&oo& &ocx» with 5 feet water over it, is the shoalest part of a rocky 
ledge extending one and a half cables in an east and west direction, and 
half a cable broad, and lying 6 cables East of the north point of Croagh- 
more. The east side of Deer island kept open of Croahbeg, leads to the 
south-east of it ; and the north-end of Deer island shut in with the south 
end of Croaghmore leads north of it. Glinsk hill, the first conspicuous 
eminence to the southward of Birterbuy bay, in line with the north-east 
end of Freagh island leads south of it. 

CBOAOB Bocx, with 12 feet water over it, lies two cables to the 
north of Croaghmore. To clear it Glinsk hill must be kept well open to 
the north of Freagh island ; Glinsk hill in line with the north end of 
Freagh island leads between the rock and Croaghmore. 

imrcJUtAVAOB bboak, with 3 fathoms water, lies nearly midway 
between Croaghmore and Mutton island on the north side of the sound. 

covXiTT BOCX» covered at high-water springs, lies three-quarters of 
a mile to the north-west of Muckranagh. 

BBiAMM PATcnuw, with from 5 to 9 fathoms water, lie three-quai*ters 
of a mile to the north-west of Coulty rock ; the last three dangers lie very 
near the fairway of ships running from the northward for Birterbuy bay. 

In addition to these, the heavy breakers, caused by the general irregu- 
laiity of the bottom, arc especially dangerous to small vessels ; although 
sufficiently deep for vesseb to pass over them in fine weathei*, these rocky 
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eminences offer no much resistance to the Atlantic seas danng westerlj 
gales as to throw the whole region into wild commotion. 

TIBBS. — It is high water in Roandstone bay on full and change at 
4 h. 28 m. Springs rise 13^ feet ; neaps 10^. 

BIXBCTIOV8. — ^Vessels bound to Birterbuy or Roundstone bays bj 
the Inner passage, must round the north-west point of Macdara island at 
tlie distance of three cables, to avoid a patch, with 4 fathoms water over it, 
that lies a little more than half a mile from the island; on passing it steer 
N.N.E. ^ E., between Deer Island and Lebros shoals. Cashel hill, a little 
within the west point of Freagh island, N.E. by E. j E., will lead between 
them ; when the eastern extremity of Deer island bears N.W. by W., 
.^teer for the east side of Lackan, keeping Roundstone church well within 
the same to clear Smith rock. In this track the soundings are very 
iiTegular, with patches of o and 6 fathoms water, lying between Deer idand 
and Lebros shoals, on which the sea breaks in bad weather. 

In running for these harbours from the westward or northward, endeavour 
to sight the Wild Bellows, which when covered may be known by its 
breakers. Passing to the northward of it at the distance of a quarter of 
n mile, steer E.S.E. towards Glinsk hill, which will lead between Coulty 
rock and Sunk Bellows, and also between Muckranagh and Croagh 
rocks ; but the absence of well defined leading marks renders this passage 
very difficult for a strauger. When abreast the north end of Croagh- 
niore, alter course to E. by S., taking care to avoid the Floor rock 
on one hand, and the foul ground south of Lackan island on the other. 

Vessels may also run in between the Bellows and Mile rocks, with 
Cashel hill open a little north of Croaghmore, bearing E. by N. J N., which 
will lead south of Toole rocks, and north of Boat rock lying off the west 
end of Deer island. They may also run through the channel between 
Mile and Skird rocks, the limiting dangers of which are always visible. 

In passing the south end of Lackan island, give it a berth of at least a 
(quarter of a mile, keeping the summit of Croghnut island well within the 
north point of Treh island, E. ^ S. Vessels requiring only temporary 
shelter will find very good anchorage on the east side of Lackan island, off 
the small sandy beach on the north side of which stands Mountain View 
lodge. Oi" they may anchor in the outer part of Roundstone bay, according 
to their draft of water, protected from all winds but south-west, which 
seldom send much sea in. There is a passage for boats and small craft 
round the north end of Lackan island, with a depth of 7 feet at low water. 

Running into Birterbuy bay give Treh point, the south point of 
entrance, a good berth, by keeping the south slope of Cashel hill within 
the north point of entrance ; from mid channel steer E. by S., towards 
Croghnut island ; and in running up the bay, or taking up an anchorage, 
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keep the south end of Lackan island well open of Treh point, to avoid the 
foul ground that covers the south shore. If intending to anchor off Oghly 
island keep Bodkin house on Lackan island open of the noi*th point of 
entrance, until the summit of Cashel hill comes in line with the south side 
of Salt point, E.N.E., to clear Oghly shoal ; haul gradually round it, and 
anchor between Oghly island and Salt point, in 8 fathoms water. 

In fine weather, vessels under steam or with a fair wind may run for 
these harbours by the directions given, using great caution to avoid the 
numerous dangers in their approach ; but in westerly gales, when the 
whole region presents a mass of confused breakers, and the leading marks 
are subject to obscuration from the prevailing mist that accompanies these 
winds, the prudent seaman will not attempt to come near them, unless 
compelled by necessity to seek their shelter. 

Tbe COAST to the north-west of Birterbuy bay presents features 
similar to that to the southward of it, being low and rocky, and covered 
by outlying dangers extending from one to two miles off. 

Murvey rock, a conspicuous islet, 3 miles to the north-west of Lackan 
island, stands at the south extreme of a chain of rocks that run nearly 
parallel to the shore in the direction of Slyne head. Between these rocks 
and the shore there is a channel, for small craft, leading to Ballyconnely 
bay. A mile within the shore, to the eastward of these rocks, rises Maw- 
meen hill, which, although only 160 feet high, is readily known by its 
isolated position. Ballyconnely bay, lying about two miles to the west- 
ward of the hill is studded with dangerous rocks, and affords no safe 
anchorage.* 

BTOOWW BAT, the next creek to the westward, and 4^ miles to the 
eastward of Slyne head, is easily recognised by Doon hill, with a ruined 
tower on its summit, standing at the head of the bay. Lying among rocks 
and dangerous shoals, from which it derives the shelter it enjoys, Bunowen 
bay affords anchorage to a few small vessels under 12 feet draught, and 
has also a pier capable of receiving one or two vessels of 13 feet draught 
at high water springs. 

Split rock, rising 18 feet above low water, lies immediately in front 
of Bunowen bay, and as it is never covered serves as a guide to the 
dangers in its vicinity. A ridge of rocks stretches from it towards the 
islands lying off the west point of the bay, more than a mile distant. 
Cromwell rock, the shoalest of these, has but 1^ fathoms water, on other 
parts there are from three to six fathoms, but when there is any sea 
on it breaks all over the ridge, making it dangerous for vessels to enter 
Bunowen bay from that side. For a mile to the westward of Split rock 



* See Flan of Slyne head and adjacent coast, No. 2,709 ; scale, m — d^ inches. 
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the mmuding6 nre rerj unereo, whb ^lepthf o^ 7 iiiid 8 fathomfii oo wliicli 
the neii cifteu brenks. 

Duke luid Hen roclu, re^peeUTelj o and 16 feet aboTe hi^ water, lie 
OD tLe outer end of the reefi oa the east side of Bunowen bay. flahing 
boats and fmall coaatere, acquainted with this intricate navigation, paw 
through the channeb inside t^jeae rocks, whereby a earing of time and 
amoother water Lb gained* 

\^lien the i$ea is up, and for a stranger at all times, the best coarse to 
enter the Ijaj is bj passing to the eastward of Split rock, at about 3 cables 
distance, bringing Bunowen house, at the head of the bay, over the middle 
of the small strand below it, or open of the foot of Bunowen hill, bearing 
N.N.E. ^ EL, this will clear the Fortune rock lying off the west point of the 
)>ay, and lead directly in mid-channel in deep water. When the Coast- 
guard house comes end on, bearing north, haul oyer towards it, and passing 
the pier end at the distance of half a cable, anchor directly Split rock 
shuts in. 

At the distance of half a cable above the anchorage there is a bank with 
6 feet water, and above it a pool with 14 or 15 feet. 

Ballinaleama bay, lying to the westward of Bunow^i bay, is choked with 
dangerous rocks ; Iris shoal, lying in front of it, is the outer danger to the 
westward of Split rock, from which it bears N.W. ^ W. 1^ miles distant. 
Within the Iris rock there are numerous other dangers, having deep 
passages l>etween ; but it would be highly dangerous for a stranger to 
venture among them. 

TXAvncoxB 8BOAXA, consisting of several patches with 11 and 12 
fathoms water over them, lie midway between Slyne head and the Mile 
rocks, and form the outer limit of the fotd and uneven ground that covers 
the shore from the Skirds to Slyne head. Slyne head lights in line 
N. f £. leads well outside all. 

BIbYMM BBAB, formed by a chain of rocks and islands that extend 
2 miles to the wentward from the nearest part of the main land, was, 
before the erection of the lighthouses in 1836, a very dangerous feature of 
the coast navigation ; and even now, in consequence of the turbulent sea 
so often encountered in its vicinity, is avoided by small craft, who, 
rather than risk its dangers, incur greater in attempting the narrow 
sounds among the islands. The north side of the head is steep-to, with 
20 fathoms a cable from it. To the westward, foul ground extends for a 
quarter of a mile, succeeded immediately by deep water. There are 
several boat passages between the islands. Joyce sound, the one most 
frequently used, near the inner end of the chain, is only 150 feet wide, 
and the sea frequently breaks across it, to the destruction of the boats 
who rashly attempt it at such times ; but in settled weather and smooth 
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water these passages may be taken iu safety by those acquainted with 
them. 



I. — Two circular white lighthouses stand on Illaunimmul, the 
westernmost and largest of the Slyne head islands, distant from each 
other 415 feet, in a N. | E. and S. J W. direction. When in line, they 
lead 2 miles outside of Inishark to the northward, and about 4^ miles to 
the westward of the Skirds to the southward. The height of each is 79 
feet from base to vane. The north lighthouse, standing on higher ground 
than the south, exhibits, at an eleration of 115 feet above high water, a 
revolving light, showing one red and two white faces, at intervals of 2 
minutes, completing the revolution in 6 minutes ; visible 15 miles. The 
south lighthouse exhibits a fixed white light at an elevation of 104 feet, 
visible 14 miles. The usual landing place is on the south-east side of the 
island. With southerly winds landing is effected on the north side, in a 
cove, a little to the east of the lightkeepers' houses. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

WEST COAST OF IRBLAND— SLYNE HEAD TO ACHILL HEAD. 

VARiAnoN in 1868. 
Westport, 26** 35' W. ; Achill head, 27^ 5' W., decreasing 6 to 7 minutes annually. 



The COAST to the northward of Slyne head presents features similar 
to that to the southward of it, being much indented, and as far as the 
entrance to Clew bay, a distance of 25 miles, is covered by outlying rocks 
and islands. Of these latter Inishshark, Inishbofin, and Inishturk form 
conspicuous features of the coast. Within this distance are comprised the 
harl>ours of Clifden, Cleggan bay, and the KUlories, with several creeks 
where fishing boats and small craft find shelter. Numerous dangers, 
however, impede the approach to them, rendering the exercise of extreme 
caution necessary to ensure their safe navigation.* 

BOjjw mtm am. — The depth of 50 fathoms will be found about one mile 
to the westward of )x>th Slyne head and Inishshark ; at 3 miles from them 
there are 61 fathoms, with irregular soundings of from 52 to 65 fathoms 
for 5 miles further to the westward. At 12 miles from Inishark there is a 
depression or hollow with 74 fathoms in it, which appears to extend all the 
way between the parallels of Galway and Clew bays, with fi-om 7 to 1 1 
fathoms more water than is found on either side of it. On the parallel of 
Inishshark and 20 miles to the westward of it the depth has decreased to 
61 fathoms, from whence it increases regulaily to 100 fathoms, at 36 miles 
from the shore. A close attention to the deep sea lead, and comparing his 
soundings with the chart, will therefore enable the seaman to judge of his 
progress towards the shore. In thick weather it would not be prudent for 
him to come into less than 65 fathoms before his position is well ascer- 
tained, as this depth is found at 5 miles from the rocks and also at 20 miles 
from them. In fine weather he may stand in until Slyne head lights come 
in line, bearing S. f W. The soundings, however, become very irregular 
as the coast is approached, with several rocky heads of 9 to 12 fathoms 
water, on which the sea breaks in westerly gales. 



♦ See Chart, Ireland, Sheet VII., Achil head to Slyne head No. 2,420 ; scale, 
m s 0* 5 of an inch. 
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with from 12 to 20 fathoms water over them, and 
30 to 40 around, form part of these rocky eminences. In fine weather 
they may be distinguished by the rippling of the tide over them, and in 
gales by a heavy breaking sea, which has proved disastrous to small vessels. 
The slioalest pait, 12 fathoms, lies 2^ miles due north from Slyne head 
lights, and the lights in line leads over the inner end of the shoals. In 
order to clear them, therefore, the lights must not bo brought to the south- 
ward of S.8.E. while within 3 miles of them ; Inishshark wholly open of 
High island also leads to the westward of them. 

DAsroBSS. — The most outlying dangers that cover the shore between 
Slyne head and Clifden bay ai*e the Clark, the Carricknarouoge, and 
Carrickhunbwee rocks, with the Tannymore breakers and shoals extending 
from Knock point. 

Clark rock, a pinnacle uncovered 2 feet at low water, with 29 fathoms 
1 ^ cables outside it^ lies 1 ^ miles N.E. by E. ^ E. from Slyne head, about a 
mile from the nearest shore, and a quarter of a mile to the north-west of 
the Carricknarone rocks, which are 20 feet above high watei-, and serve to 
mark its position when it does not break. 

Cari'icknarouoge, or Red rock, covered on spring tides, lies one mile to 
the eastward of Clark rock and half a mile W. by N. from Inishkeeragh, 
the nearest shore. 

Carrickhunbwee, or Yellow Hound rocks, lying a mile to the north-east 
of Red rock and thi*ee-quarters of a mile from the shore, are generally 
visible and steep- to. 

Taimymore breaker, with 4 J fathoms water, lies three-quarters of a mile 
to the north-east of Carrickhunbwee and one mile and three-quarters 
N.W. by W. ^ W. from Knock point. At half a mile within it the Spray 
rock dries 5 feet at low water, and between it and Knock point the whole 
area is occupied by rocky and foul ground, over which the sea almost 
always breaks. These dangers will all be avoided at night by not bringing 
Slyne head lights to the westward of S.W. The lights in line S. | W. 
loads a mile outside Claik rock. By day, on rounding Slyne head, the con- 
spicuous tower of Cleggan will be seen to the westward of Turbot island, 
bearing N.E. f E., and being kept in that line of direction will lead to the 
westward of all these dangers. 

Knock point, the west point of entrance to Mannin l)ay, is distinguished 
by an isolated conical hill, 127 feet high, and ibrms a conspicuous feature 
of this low reefy shore. Dangerous reefs, on which the sea breaks fear- 
fully in bad weather, extend from Knock point in a northerly direction ; 
beyond which, at the distance of 1| miles from the point, is Mweemmore, 
or Big breaker shoal, with 3^ fathoms water over it, and a narrow but 
deep passage between it and the Knock point shoals, the leading mark for 
20532. H 
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which i» Clifdtn CMtla, touching the north side of UUtmrosh E. f 8. 
Tilt flfhcrmen worii their way among ail these dangers, but tlie safafll 
approach to Mannia or Clifden bays is to the northward of Mweemmor^ 
between it and the Seal roclcs. Knocltnakill hill, over the middle of 
lUaunrush E.S.E., leads to the northward of Mweemmore.* 

bmjlEb »ocit».— The north side of the channel to Clifden and Mannin 
bays is bounded by the reefs lying to the southward of Turbot island. The 
Seal rocks standing on the western part of these reefs are a conspicuouB 
cluster, elevated from 6 to 20 feet above high water, and serving as an 
excellent guide to the entrance of Clifden bay. Bird and Coghan rocks 
lie on the east end of the reefs ; the former never covers. Coghan rocks, 
2 cables E.S.E. of it, show on spring ebbs only, and are foul for a cable 
and a half to the eastward ; but the south-west end of the reef is bold-to. 

BOOlkXCX KOCX, lying in front of Mannin bay and on the south side 
of the channel leading to Clifden bay, is only covered by spring tides. 
Detached rocks extend for 2 cables to the northward of the highest part of 
the rock, and its encircling shoal extends a quarter of a mile both to the 
north-east and south-west of it. Lehid hill over the west point of Knock 
S.W. by S. leads outside Doolick. Knocknakill watchhouse open to the 
northward of Beach cottage S.E. byE. leads to the north-eastward both of 
Doolick and Gondoleen rock, lying on the north side of Illaunrush. 

APP&OACB to BCiunrxv and c&xn>BV BAT8. — ^A very high swell 
runs into the entrance of these bays, breaking heavily over Mweemmor^ 
and the numerous shoals off Knock point. The entering channel between 
the former and the Seal rock is half a mile wide, with 20 fathoms in its 
deepest part, while a bank, with from 11 to 16 fathoms water over it, 
stretches a mile and a half to the westward of Mweemmore. Extending 2 
miles in the same direction from the Seal rocks, there is another bank, with 
9 and 10 fathoms water over it, called Fosthery or Tonterry shoal, on 
which the sea often breaks ; with a deep water channel of between 25 and 
30 fathoms between it and the Mweemmore bank. With a bearing of 
Slyne head lights, and a careful use of the lead, this deep channel will be 
found of great assistance to a vessel bound to Clifden at night, in leading 
her to the Seal rocks, from whence she may shape a course for the entrance 
of the harbour. The Seal rocks being steep-to, and their position always 
indicated by breakers, enables vessels to make free with them. In dark 
nights the breakers are luminous, called by the fishermen " Brimmer," and 
of great assistance in distinguishing danger at night. Careful soundings, 
therefore, with a keen exercise of the eye and ear, ai'e essentially necessaiy 



* Se§ Plan, Cli^en and Mannin bays, No. 2,708 ; scale, m » 3^ inehes. 
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for the naTigation of this coast, which is so deplorably d^Acient ia arti« 
ficial aids to guide the distressed vessel or the numerous fiahiog-boats iuto 
its harbours. The southern part of the Seal rocks would be a useful 
position for a lighthouse, as it would throw open to night navigation one 
of the best harbours on the western coast. 



possesses a considerable area of deep water, but is much 
exposed to the Atlantic swell. The head of the bay is encumbered with 
foul ground, on the outer part of which are the Cranagh and Thomas 
rocks, drying 9 and 10 feet above low water. To the north of these a 
narrow channel communicates with Mannin Creek, a little inlet encumbered 
with dangers, and obstructed by a bar of 2 feet water, a short distance 
within which there is a small pool with 4 fathoms water. 

Small vessels will find tolerable shelter under Knock point, with the 
wind to the westward of north-west, the point bearing N. W. by N.| and 
Ardmore point well to the eastward of Dooliok rock, at the distance of 8 
cables from the shore, and in 15 feet at low water, on sandy bottom. Ia 
hauling into the anchorage, be careful to keep the latter marks open to 
avoid the Knock rocks. 

OEonwM BAT is separated from Mannin bay by a peninsulated pro* 
jection of 235 feet elevation, which at a distance blends with the high land 
of Oortrumnagh, on the opposite side of the bay, in such a manner that 
strangei's approaching from the westward have difficulty in distinguishing 
the entrance. This little bay or inlet, of about one quarter of a mil* wide 
and three-quarters long, affords perfect security against all winds and sea, 
in depths varying from 3 to 7 fathoms on good holding ground of muddy 
sand. The entrance is, however, obstructed by a bar, over which there ie 
a narrow channel with 14 feet water. 

Clifden bay was formerly better known as Ardbear bay, but since the 
town of Clifden has attained the position of chief town of Connemara, it 
has given its name to the bay, while the name of Ardbear Is confined to 
the southern and larger prong of its forklike termination. 

The whole of the northern inlet, on which the town is built, is dry at 
low water springs, excepting a pool of 2 feet water, in the narrow strait, 
about two-thirds of the distance up. On passing these narrows, the town 
comes into view, standing on the rising ground on the north bank of the 
Owenglin river, which here enters the inlet over some picturesque falls, 
and is crossed by two bridges. The quay is built along the north shore, 
a little within the narrows, where the channel of the river makes the 
deepest water. At an average spring tide it has 10 feet water alongside. 

The entrance to Ai*dbear bay is obstructed by a bar of coral and sand, 
with but 4 feet water over it, and some rocks that dry at low water bor- 

H 2 
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Uering the channel. Immediately within the bar there is a pool with 
6 and 7 fathoms water, and for a mile above the channel is clear, with 
depths varying from 4 and 5 to 2 fathoms, with the exception of the Slate 
rock, which lies near the middle of the bay, about half a mile within the 
entrance. The deepest water is to the southward of it. Small craft will 
finil very secure riding in Ai'dmore bay; but in the absence of buoys or 
beacons, a stranger cannot avail himself of it without the assistance of a 
pilot. It, however, possesses very superior advantages over the northern 
arm as a commercial port ; for, with the exception of the bar, which might 
be removed, it carries water enough for large ships to its very head, while 
at low spring tides a row boat cannot reach the quay at Clifden. 

TTDMB. — It is high water on full and change in Clifden bay at 
4h. 30 m. Springs rise 13^ feet; neaps, 10 feet. 

BntBCTZOWS. — ^Vessels bound to Clifden may pass Slyne head at the 
distance of about half a mile, and steer N.E. | E. towards the conspicuous 
tower of Cleggan, which will be seen a little to the westward of Turbot 
island ; and being kept in that direction, it will lead about half a mile 
outside the Clark rock, and clear of all other danger. After passing Clark 
rock, Cleggan tower may be closed a little on the west end of Turbot 
island, keeping it, however, well open to the west of the Seal rocks, in 
order to clear Carrickcunbwee and Tannymore breaker. A vessel will be 
abreast of the latter when Clifden castle opens of Errislannan cliff, and may 
then alter course to E.N.E., steering towards Ardmore point, which is the 
cliffy termination of the land forming the northern shore of Clifden bay, 
and off which lies Turbot island. Care must be taken to keep Ardmore 
point open north of Bird rock, to clear Mweenmore breaker. When 
Clifden castle comes over Fishing point, bearing E.S.E. J E. (the leading 
mark for the entrance of Clifden bay), haul up for it, and it will lead north 
of the Doolick rock, and clear of all other danger, passing Fishing point 
at half a cable's distance. The depths decrease from 8 fathoms abreast of 
Doolick rock, to 3 fathoms as the point is approached. A quarter of a 
mile within Fishing point is Aspen Leaf point, known by the cliff on its 
eastern side ; and abreast of the latter, at about half a cable's distance, is 
the narrowest part of the 'channel over the bar, contracted to 200 feet 
in width between a sand spit that extends from the north shore, and the 
sandy shoal surrounding the point. To cross in the deepest water, 14 feet 
at low water, Shindilla islet must be seen just opening of Fahy point 
N.W., steering on the opposite course S.E. until the old watchhouse on 
l^ocknakill hill comes open of Aspen Leaf point, bearing S.W. by S., 
when the spit will have been passed, and the vessel have entered one of 
the most secure harbours on the coast. Continue on the same course until 
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Clifdeu castle bears N.E. by E., when a vessel may anchor in 6^ fathoms, 
in a good central position, on excellent holding ground of sand and mud. 

To proceed up to the town of Clifden, which can only be effected towards 
•high water, a pilot is indispensable, as the channel is altogether dry at low 
water, and there are several rocks near the fair-way. 

Vessels working in or out, must stand towards the north shore of the 
harbour with caution, to avoid the bank that covers it and forms the bar spit. 
Outside the bar both shores are tolerably bold-to, except EiTislannau point 
and Illaunrush. In standing towards these do not shut in the north end 
of Clifden castle wood behind Fishing point, nor bring Knocknakill 
watchhouse to- the southward of the rocks which rise above water on the 
north side of Errislannan point. 

In endeavouring to make the harbour at night, witli an approximate 
knowledge of the vessel's position. When Slyne head lights are brought lo 
the westwai'd of S,W. J W., if the depths correspond to those in the deep 
channel between Fostherry shoal and Mweenmore, the seaman will have 
good reason to suppose himself in the fair way, and may continue on an 
E. by S. course until he makes Seal rock, the proximity of which will be 
revealed by its breakers, unless the sea is unusually smooth. From hence 
an E.S.E. ^ E. course will carry a vessel to the entrance of the harboui'. 

With a smooth sea and a leading wind, or under steam, small vessels 
bound to Clifden may take the passage between Seal rocks and Turbot 
island. The south side of this passage is marked by the peaked rock 
called Wavery beg at its west end, and by Broad rock at its east end. 
Near its middle there are two shoals of 9 feet water. The best channel 
lying between these and the rocks extending from Turbot island is little 
more than half a cable wide, and requires local knowledge for its safe 
navigation. 

STRSAiicsTO'WV and xxMOBTOvrK BATS> lying to the northward 
of Clifden bay, are two shallow inlets, approached by intricate channels 
between the numerous dangers that cover the coast. The former inlet 
penetrates the land to a distance of 3^ miles, and may be navigated by 
small vessels to its head at high water, where it expamls into a shallow 
pool. 

RZOB ZS&AlTB, of 195 feet elevation, is the largest and outermost 
island lying off Aughrus point, fi'om which it is 2 miles distant, and forms 
the turning point for vessels from the southward bound to Cleggan bay. 
Its sides are precipitous, and the landing generally difficult. The ruiiin 
of several ancient ecclesiastical buildings are found on it, consisting of a 
church or abbey of the 7th century, and some curious circular beehive 
habitations. At 2 cables off its north-east side lies a scattered group of 
rocks called Cowrakee (or odd rocks), uncovered at 2 hours ebb, and sfeep-to. 



116 SLYNE HEAD TO AOEILL HEAD. [(U». x«i» 

Its outer extremity, 6^ milee N.N.E. ^ E. from Slyne head, and 6^ 
miles N. by W. | W. from the Seal rocks, is clear of outlying danger*. 
Cmagh island, lying between High island and the Seal rocks, rises in a 
peak 190 feet high, with foul ground extending half a mile to the west- 
ward of it. A mile to the southward of Cruagh island lies Cruagh 
breaker, a dangerous shoal, with 2 fathoms water over it. 

To the eastward of High island lies Friar island, with a deep and clear 
channel 4 cables in width between them. Two miles to the eastward of 
High island is Cuddoo rock, elevated 20 feet above high water ; and l^ 
mile farther is Roeillaun, a rocky point, foul to some distance, and forming 
the west point of entrance to Cleggan bay.* 

sntBCTZOirs. — Within this outer line of dangers there are numerous 
rocks and islets which it is unnecessary to give a particular description 
of, as no stranger should ever venture among them or come within a mile 
of the outlying islands of Cruagh and High island. The depth of 50 
fathoms will be found at this distance to the westward of the latter, and 
within this depth the soundings are very irregular. 

With smooth water, however, and a leading wind, or under steam, small 
vessels bound coastwise may effect a considerable saving of distance by 
taking the inshore route and through Aughrus sound ; but it requires 
local knowledge for its safe navigation, as any mistake in the leading 
marks might prove fatal. Leaving Clifden bay by this route, steer either 
to the northward or southward of the Seal rocks ; then with the stern 
mark of Knock hill in line with outer side of the Seal rocks, steer N. ^ W. 
between Eeshal island and Cruagh breaker ; passing which, steer either to 
the eastward or westward of Goat rock. In the former case, take care to 
avoid Glinsk rock (covered at half tide) by keeping Waverymore open of 
Eeshal island astern. On passing Goat rock bring the west end of 
Inishbofin over the western and highest part of Carrickaphuill N. J E., 
and it will lead through Aughrus sound in 4^ fathoms water. When the 
whole of High island comes open north of Carrickculloo haul up for the 
east end of Cuddoo rock, and then with the west end of Cruagh island in 
line with the highest part of Carrickculloo astern, steer N.E. | E. 
between Cuddoo rock and the Ferroonagh rocks, and clear of all the 
dangers on the Aughrus shore. 

o&BOOAir BAT, situated between Aughrus and the bold promontory 
of Cleggan, 470 feet high and surmounted by a conspicuous tower, 
is easy of access, and being protected from the Atlantic swell by the out- 
lying islands of Inishbofin and Inishshark, affords tolerable shelter, 



♦ See Plan of Inishbofin and ac(Jooent coast of Galway, No. 2,707 ; scale, 
« «* 8^ ineh«i. 
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specially in the eummer season ; and for small vessels there is a pier, 
aeeessible at high water. Its entrance is three-quarters of a mile wide, 
with from 6 to 13 fathoms water, whence it extends about two miles in a 
S.E. by S. direction, Cleggan point is bold, the only danger off it being a 
rock lying less than half a cable from a little detached islet under the 
head ; and the whole of the eastern shore of the bay may be approached 
to half a cable. Foul ground extends from Roeillaun, the west point of 
entrance, for a quarter of a mile to the northward, on the outer edge of 
which are the Carrickamwelaun and Dog rocks, uncovered at low water. 
Abreast of the pier, on the west shore, there is a shoal extending one* 
third of the distance across Ihe bay, with only 2 fathoms water at 1^ 
cables N.N.E. from the pier end. A kind of bar extends across the bay 
from the end of this spit, with but d-j^ fathoms water on rocky bottom, 
deepening above it to 5 fathoms, sand and mud, and thence gradually 
shoaling towards the head of the bay. 

Approaching the bay from the westward, keep Tully mountain opea 
of Cleggan point, E.S.E., to avoid the dangers of Roeillaun point, and 
when the point bears S.W., or the west sides of Inishturk and Davillaun 
come in line, steer towards the head of the bay, and anchor abreast of the 
west end of the grassy earth bank, in 4^ fathoms water, rather nearer to 
the eastern shore than to the western. i>mall vessels may run up abreast 
of the pier, keeping the shingle beach on the west side of Sellers 
bay open, to avoid the shoal off the pier, and anchor in 4 fathoms sand 
and mud. 

Fresh water may be procured from a little stream near an earthy cliff 
on the east shore. 

9AXImXKAMJSb1m BASBOUB, affording good shelter, with moderate 
depths of water, and a convenient harbour for steamers and small vessels 
opens at the head of a bight formed by the projecting points of Cleggan 
and Rinvyle. The usual anchorage for ships, under the island of Freagh- 
illaun, situated in the mouth of the harbour, is easy of access with the 
prevailing westerly wind.* 

The south shore of the approach, from Cleggan point to the eastward, is 
bold and steep-to ; sloping abruptly in bold rocky declivities, or breaking 
at an altitude of 200 feet into cliflfy coves. The north shore is not so bold, 
and has several rocks scattered along it. 

Inishbroom, 60 feet high, and forming the north point of the approach, 
is connected to Rinvyle point by a shallow ridge of gravel and rocks ; 
a short distance from its northern point there is a detached rock 
always visible, and a quarter of a mile to the west of it another rook. 



■*•» 
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named Mweelaunatrua, that shows at 4 hours ebb. New anchor rock lies 
one and a half cables south-west of Inishbroom, and is steep-to. Clare 
island tower in line with the east end of Inishdalla leads to the westward 
of all these rocks. 

Several rocks lie off the point next south of Inishbroom, of which 
the outer one, [called Tureenadurane, is a quarter of a mile from the 
shore, and is uncovered at 4 hours ebb ; a vessel will be outside them 
when the whole of Live island is seen open of the outer uncovered 
rock connected with Rinvyle point. From hence to Bradillaun rock the 
shore is bold. 

The entrance to the hai'bour is bounded by the rocks extending 
from Bradillaun on the north, and on the south by Carrickeen South and 
Freaghillaun island. The latter rises to the height of 86 feet, and has a 
passage to the harbour on either side of it, but the principal entrance is 
that to the north of the island, where the channel is two cables wide, with 
a depth of 9 and 10 fathoms water. The southern passage is contracted by 
the island Glassillaun, between which and Freaghillaun it is not more than 
400 feet wide, with 5 and 6 fathoms water. 

OABBXCiusisir SOUTH, lying on the south side of the entrance, one- 
third of a mile north-west of the outer end of Freaghillaun, and only 
covered on high springs, is foul for about two cables to the north-west and 
south-east, but is steep towards the channel. 

ingm»lMAOUA,mtmA, the outer rock extending from Bradillaun, and 
covered at high water neaps, bounds the northern side of the channel. Foul 
ground extends for 2 cables to the north-west of it, and a quarter of a mile 
W.N.W. from it there is a rocky head with 4 fathoms water. Between it 
and Bradillaun lies Carricklaghan, covered only at high springs. 

8BZP ROCX, uncovered at 2 hours before low water, lies on the north 
side of the channel, 4 cables to the south-east of Freaghillaun, and Ij 
cables from the north shore. To clear it keep the west side of Inishbroom 
open of Bradillaun, when Cleggan tower, or Glassillaun, opens of Freagh- 
illaun, a vessel will be above it. 

CARRZOBSW zs&STS lie near the middle of the harbour, three* 
quarters of a mile above Freaghillaun, between them there is a depth of 10 
to 12 fathoms. A clear channel, with 7 and 8 fathoms water, runs up to the 
southward of the islets for the distance of half a mile, the deepest water 
being near the islets, decreasing abreast of Ross point to 2^ fathoms, from 
whence the channel winds in a tortuous course for 2^ miles to the south- 
east, terminating in a shallow and expanded head called Bamaderg bay. 

The channel to the northward of Carrigeen islets leads by a narrow gut 
to the shallow bay of Derryinver, over which there is an average depth at 
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low water of 2 fathoms. In the north-east corner of the bay there is % 
quay accessible to boats at low water. 

ABBAOB ROoaui, Uncovered on first quarter ebb, lie to the south-east 
of Carrigeen islets, on the north-west projection of the extensive sand flats 
that separate the Derrjinver and Ross point channels. 

A sandy shoal surrounds Ross point, and extends more than a cable from 
its north-east extremity, Glassillaun open to the north of the rocky islets 
that lie off this shore leads to the northward of it. South of Ross point 
is Fahy bay, where small vessels may lie in great security out of the tide, 
in from 9 to 12 feet water ; but its entrance is obstructed bv a shallow bar 
that dries on low springs. 

BntBOTtoWS. — To sail into Ballynakill harbour, bring the summit of 
Diamond mountain (a lofty conical mountain, rising near the head of the 
hai'bour) in line with the north side of Freaghillaun, bearing S.E. J S., 
and it will lead midway between Carrickeen South and Mullaghdrina, 
then keep about a cable and a* half from Freaghillaun. Should Diamond 
mountain be obscured, keep the north shore of the harbour open of 
Freaghillaun, and it will clear Carrickeen South ; and by not opening 
CaiTigeen islets to the eastward of Freaghillaun, Mullaghdrina shoals will 
be cleared. But at any time when Freaghillaun can be seen, by bringing 
it north shore on a S.E. ^ S. bearing, a vessel may safely run in, and 
passing it at about a e^ble and a half distance, haul round its eastern end 
and anchor with Cleggan tower over its south end, tearing N.W. by W., 
and the west side of Inishbroom in line with Carricklaghan, in 6^ fathoms 
water, muddy sand ; this is the best anchorage for a large ship. Small 
vessels may bring Inishbroom to touch Freaghillaun, and anchor in 5 
fathoms at a cable distance from the latter. Vessels of not more than 1 5 
feet draught may proceed up abreast of Carrigeen islets, and anchor in mid 
channel in about 5 fathoms water ; the channel here is not more than 
2 cables wide, and the shore is flat, with 2^ to 3 fathoms at a cable's dis- 
tance from it. Small vessels may also proceed up to Ross point, taking 
cai*e to keep Glassillaun open north of the rocks that lie oft* this shore until 
the west point of Bradillaun comes in line with east Carrigeen islet ; then 
haul up parallel to the shore, and anchor when west Carrigeen islet closes 
with Ross point, and with the south end of the point in line with Ivyclift 
lodge, W. i S., in about 5 fathoms ; but immediately the cottage opens of 
the point the depths decrease to 2 fathoms. The channel here is not more 
than a cable wide, and the tide is strong, running at the rate of 2 knots on 
springs. 

Fahy bay presents a snug anchorage for small vessels, in about 9 feet at 
low water, but is only accessible towards high water. Vessels may careen 
on the gravel beach of Fahy bay, and the quay in Derryinver hs-y will also 
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4^ fonnd a conyenient place for the same purpose. They may anehor in 
any part of the latter bay, in from 1^ to 8 fathoms, but the entering 
ehaunel is so very narrow that, in the absence of buoys or beacoas, it 
would be impossible for a stranger to find it. 

Tbe X8&AWBS of Inishshark, Inishbofin, and Davillaun, with their 
adjacent rocks, lying off this part of the coast, at the distance of from l|f to 
2|^ mileS; extend about 7 miles in an east and west direction, and afford some 
shelter to Cleggan bay and Ballynakill harbour. The northern shores of 
the islands are bold-to and free from danger, with 30 fathoms water 
at half a mile distance. In the sound, between them and the main, 
there ai'e some outlying dangers to be avoided ; but the fairway channel 
is deep and clear.* 

zirzsBSBiiJUL, the westernmost of the group, about 1^ miles long and 
314 feet high, with rugged, precipitous shores, which on the western side 
attain an elevation of 249 feet, and are deeply indented with fissures called 
" oogliys," is surrounded by outlying rocks and islets. A very remarkable 
rock called Bouchal (or the boy) rears itself to the height of 227 feet, at 
about a cable from the cliffs on its north-west side, and has from 12 to 20 
fathoms of water close to it. A conical rock, 33 feet high, called Colleen 
(or the girl) lies about the same distance on the west side of the north point; 
and several other rocks lie scattered along this precipitous shore. 

xxMKBSxr ROCX8 extend rather more than half a mile north-west 
from Shark head (the south-west point of the island). They are princi- 
pally above water, but there are several dangerous rocky patches or 
breakers extending to the south-east of them^ which makes it necessary to 
avoid a too close approach to Shark head. The southernmost of these, 
with 10 feet water over it, lies S.W. by W. ^ W, 3 cables from Shark head. 
The north Stag of Bofin seen open of Colleen rock E. J N. will lead out- 
side or to the northward of Kimmeen dangers ; and Inishbofin south point 
shut in with the north point of Inishgort leads to the southwai'd of them. 

KBvaswMORB, a rocky shoal with 4^ fathoms water over it, lies one 
and a quarter milcn south from Shark head and one mile from Inishgort. 
Witliin it are sever nl other rocky heads, on all of which the sea breaks 
when the swell \n h'nx}\. Cleggan tower in line with the north side of 
Cuddoo rock S.E. by K. \ £. leads to the southward of them. 

nrzftBCiORTt a small island with several scattered rocks around its 
west and south sides, lies one-third of a mile south of the south-east point 
of Inishshark. The passage between them has several dangers, and is fit 



* See Flan of Inishbofin and adjacent coast of Galway, Na 2^707 ; scale, 
•« 8^ inches. 
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for boats only. The western house of Bofin middle quarter village in line 
with Gun rock tower, leads to the southward of luishgort rooks, and to the 
entrance of Bofin harbour. The Tide rock seen just open to the weetwaM 
of Inishbofin N. by E. J E. will lead clear of the easternmost rock off 
Inishgort. By night Slyne head lights kept in sight to the eastward of 
High island clears Inishgort rocks. 

8BXP 80tnr», the strait between Inishshurk and Inishbofin, about half a 
mile wide, is obstructed by a chain of rocks and islands, between which and 
Inishshark there is a channel for small vessels called Ship sound. 

With a leading wind, or under steam and smooth water, vessels under 
10 feet draught may take this channel. A commanding breeze, however, 
is necessary, as the tides are strong (2^ knots at springs). When the 
swell is up it breaks right across the sound, which is then impassable. 

Tide rock, lying to the westward of Inishshark and never covered, serves 
well to mark the channel, the best water in which, 3 fathoms, lies about 
200 feet to the westward of it. The stream of tide continues to run 
through the sound for 2 or 3 hours after high and low water by the shore, 
the flood coming from the southward. 

zirzsBBOrzir, of very irregular outline, rises in three principal emi- 
nences, the highest of which, near the west end, is 280 feet above the sea. 
Including Inishlyon, which is united to it by a ledge of rocks uncovered at 
low water, it is about 4 miles in length from east to west, and almost 2 
miles across at the widest prat. 

BOrzw BABBOUB. a smaU but secure harbour for fishing-boats and 
small craft under 10 feet draught, lies on the south-west side of the island. 
On the east side of the entrance stands the ruins of Cromwell fort and 
barracks, built in the time of the Protector as a defence against the 
encroachments of the Dutch, who, as well as ourselves, carried on an 
extensive fishery on this coast. 

The entrance is obstructed by some rocky patches, which occupy at 
least one half its width, leaving the available channel on either side of 
them extremely narrow. Among these shoals the hookers acquainted 
with the place work their way, but the proper channel for vessels is 
between them and the Gun rock, situated on the western side of the 
entrance, and marked by a white tower, 39 feet high. On the north side 
of the harbour are two other white towers or pillars, which brought in 
line N.E. by E. ^ E. lead in. The best anchorage is with the upper 
leading tower, over a small but conspicuous projection of the cliff on the 
north shore N. by W. and Gun rock tower shut in with the fort, in 17 feet 
at low water, on excellent holding ground. 

The best freKh water may be obtained by digging at the foot of the cliff 
tinder the limtft io'ww. 
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', on the east side of the island, affords shelter to small 
vessels with the wind fi'om the westward. The clean ground, however, is 
of small extent and lies near the shore. With Knock hill on with the east 
side of the village on the shore S.W. by W., about a cable distant fi*om 
Glassillaun rock, a vessel will find 3 fathoms sandy bottom ; further out, 
the gi'ound is coarse, with 5 to 6 fathoms water. 

Entering the bay from the southward, keep Cleggan point open of Lyon 
head until Middle quarter hill opens to the north of the village point at 
the south end of Rusheen strand, to avoid New anchor shoal, which lies 
4^ cables north of Lyon head, with 6 feet water over it. On the north 
side of the bay are the Black rocks, always above water, with other tidal 
rocks around. Do not approach their south side within half a cable, and 
give their eastern side a wide berth, to avoid Coramore breaker, with 14 
feet water, that lies rather more than a cable from the rocks in this 
direction. 

BiLVZK&il.UM', three-quarters of a mile long and a cable and a half wide, 
with an elevation of 79 feet, lies off the east end of Inishbofin three-quarters 
of a mile to the eastward of the Black rocks, with a deep and clear channel 
between them. Its west end is foul to a cable and a half. Off its east end 
lies Couraghy rock, dry at low water ; and beyond it, at the distance of 4 
cables from Davillaun, there is a shoal with 6 feet over it ; to clear which, 
keep Cleggan point to the eastward of Leahy rocks. 

CARRZCXMLAJBOOiL, or Keg rock, uncovered at 4 hours ebb, and the 
most dangerous rock in the sound between Bofin island and the main, lies 
three-quarters of a mile S.S.W. ^ W. of Lyon head, and one-third of the 
distance across the sound towards the entrance of Cleggan bay. Foul 
ground extends for a cable to the eastward and westward of it, and it is 
connected with Inishlyon by a bank with from 4 to 9 fathoms over it, and 
Avith 13 and 14 fathoms on each side of it. The sound between Inishbofin 
and Inishshark seen at all open leads to the southward of it. The west 
ends of Inishturk and Davillaun islands in line leads to the east of it, and 
the west end of Inishturk over Lyon head leads west of it. The highest 
part of Inishshark over the south side of Inishbofin N.W. | W. leads over 
the bank to the northward of it, in 6 fathoms water. 

KiSiLBT ROCX8, an extensive cluster, always above wat^r, lie halt' a 
mile south of the east end of Davillaun. They form 2 distinct patches, 
with a channel of from 2 to 3 fathoms water between them, and together 
occupy a space of half a mile in length in an east and west direction, and 
a quarter of a mile in width. The highest part, situated on the northern 
patch, is 25 feet above high water. Rocky outlyers extend 1^ cables both 
to the north-west and south-east of the southern rock. They are otherwise 
moderately bold- to. The channel between them and Inishbroom is 1^ miles 
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wide, with a depth of 14 fathoms water, and is the narrowest part of the 
strait that separates this group of islands from the main. 

TZBiLK STSlUkllls* — ^It is high water on full and change at Inishbofin 
at 4 h. 34 m. Spring tides rise 12^^ feet ; neaps, 9^. In the sound between 
Inishbofin and the main the stream runs to the north-east two or three 
hours after high water on the shore, and to the south-west for the same 
period after low water. 

Tbe COAST to the north-eastward of Inishbroom is encumbered with 
outlying rocks and dangers obstructing the approach to the. important inlet 
of Kiliarj bay, there is, however, a good passage between them ; but in the 
absence of all artificial aids to navigation, a stranger must approach it with 
caution, particularly at night or in thick weather.* 

&IVB zs&AirB, lying one mile N.E. by E. from Inishbroom, and 28 
feet high, is moderately bold- to to the northward ; to the southward of it 
detached rocks extend for nearly 2 cables, and on the shallow bank that 
extends from it to the shore there are 2 small rocks, called the Puffin 
rocks, dry at low water. 

cotVMP zs&AiTB. — ^From Live island to Corweel rock, which lies 4 
cables to the north-west of Crump island, it is rather more than 1^ miles 
on an E. by S. ^ S. bearing ; between them the bottom is uneven, with 
rocky heads of 4^ fathoms, on which the sea breaks ; Inishbofin kept well 
open of Live island leads cleai* of these. Crump island, with the adjacent 
island of Shanvallybeg, covers a space of a mile in length, and the former 
attains an elevation of 75 feet at its north end. Between them and the 
rocks and islands to the westward, that extend from Blake point, there is a 
good channel, where a vessel may find anchorage in fine weather and witli 
southerly winds. In making for it stand close to Corweel rock, it being 
steep-to and always in sight, thus forming an excellent guide to the channel. 
Davillaun kept open of Live island, N.W. by W., clears the rocks off* Blake 
point ; but the danger most in the way is Toms Anchor rock, lying on the 
west side of the channel, and uncovered at 4 hours' ebb. To pass between 
it and Crump island keep Inishturk tower in line with Corweel rock, 
N. by W, Anchor at any convenient distance south of Crump or Shan- 
vallybeg islands, according to the wind, in from 6 to 8 fathoms water, sand}' 
bottom. 

To the eastward these islands are foul to a considerable distance, and 
must be approached on that side with great caution. Rinvyle castle in 
line with Blake point clears the rocks off* the south end of Shanvallybeg, 
and Corweel rock open of Crump island clears those off* its east side. 



* See Flan of Baliynakill and Killary bays, No. 2,706 ; scale, m » 3^ inches. 
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o'acAiAT BOTATUB, a Small but daiigerous rock, uncovered at low 
springs, and the most outlying rock to the north-east of Crump island, lies 
with Cleggan tower over the north point of Crump island, distant half a mile 
from the latter. The highest mad northernmost bill of Inishbofin in line 
with the north side of Davillaun, or the summit of Muilrea, over the south 
side of Inishdegilmore, S.E. by E. -^ E., leads to the northward of it ; and 
Tully mountain between Crump island and Shanvallyb^g leads east of it. 
Those acquainted with the navigation may pass between O'Mally breaker 
and Crump island, but strangers must not attempt it. The best guide for 
this passage is the breaker itself, which may be approached to half a cable 
on its western side, in 10 fathoms water. 

From a position north of O'Mally breaker the entrance to Killary bay 
bears S.E. by E., 3| miles, and Salrock harbour, or Little Killary bay, 
S.E. ^ E., the same distance. 

OA&UOKOABBT BOOX8. — The approach to Killary bay from the 
westward lies between O'Mally breaker and Carrickgaddy rocks. Gaddy- 
beg, the westernmost of these, and only covered by very high springs, 
lies E. I S., rather more than a inile from O'Mally breaker ; with a small 
rock, dry at low water, rather more than half a cable to the north-west of 
it. Gaddymore, the principal rock, is 21 feet above the sea. To the south- 
east of it there are several rocky heads obstructing the passage between 
this group and Inishdegilmore. Little Cod rock, the easternmost of these, 
uncovered at low water, and steep-to all round, lies half a mile S.E. by 
E. ^ E. from Gaddjrmore, between Little Cod rock and Lilshdegilmore, 
three-quarters of a mile distant ; the channel is clear, the deepest water, 
16 fathoms, being near the rock. 

Gaddy slate, lying 1^ cables south of Gaddymore, uncovers at low water; 
2 cables further south is another small rock, of 4 fathoms water, on which 
the sea breaks. The summit of Muilrea open south of Inishdegilmore 
leads to the southward of all these, and the summit of Inishbarna over the 
west end of Inishdegilmore, leads to the north-east of Cod rock. 

nnsBBBOZXiittOBis, the largest island of a group bordering the north 
side of the approach to Killary bay, and 96 feet high, is steep-to and clear 
of danger to the southward. Carricknamo, the north-east rock of the 
group, dries 3^ feet ; between which and the shore of the main land there 
is a clear channel with 6 and 7 fathoms water. 



liWBBBAnr and BBAHAVBBO, two small rocks a mile to the south- 
west of Inishdegilmore, the former never covered, the latter visible at 
low water only, are the most outlying dangers on the south side of the 
approach to Killary bay. Prahanbeg lies a quarter of a mile to the west- 
ward of Mweelauni to dear it keep Inishbarna open north of the latter. 
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£« bjr 8^ and DeTlin hill op«n west of Inishdegilmore, N.E. ^ E. Sotlth- 
Wftird of these rocks is the CarrickabttUog group, of fi'om 6 to 80 feet 
elevation, with a passage between them and the shore of 5 and 6 fathoms 
water. 

The fihore from Crump island channel to the entrance of Little Killary 
bay is foul, with several outlying rocks at 2 cables from it. 

umfi xz&3bART BAT, or Salrock harbour, runs in a S.E. by S. 

direction for 1^ miles, with an average breadth of 1^ cables, and affords 
excellent shelter, but from its contracted width is only accessible to square 
rigged vessels with a fair wind, or assisted by steam ; and for the same 
reason vessels resorting here must ride with a short scope of cable, or moor 
taut^ but the holding ground is excellent. 

Illaunmore, a rocky islet connected with the shore by a sandy isthmus, 
forms the southern point of entrance. Abreast of it is Bird rock, always 
above water, and foul for nearly a cable both to the east and west of it. 
A quarter of a mile within Bird rock are two rocky islets called Carrick- 
glass, lying in the middle of the entrance, and from 7 to 15 feet above high 
water, which, as well as Bird rock, may be passed on either side ; but the 
proper channel is to the northward of them, where there is a depth of from 
11 to 6 fathoms water, while there is no more than 3^ fathoms in the 
southern passage. The north point of entrance, with Carricklea lying a 
quarter of a mile to the westward of it, and always visible, is steep*to and 
clear of danger. 

The most convenient anchorage is just within Carrickglass, where a 
vessel may ride securely in 7 fathoms water on muddy bottom ; but with 
the wind right in and blowing hard it is better to run further up. In 
doing so be careful to avoid Carricklecky, dry at half ebb, and lying half a 
cable from the south shore about half way up the harbour. With a leading 
wind keep in mid channel and all danger will be avoided ; but if obliged to 
stand towards the south shore, when in the vicinity of Carricklecky, do 
not bring the church at Salrock within the little eminence of Salrock 
point. With a fair wind take care to shorten sail in time, as there is little 
room for rounding to ; and have an anchor ready, for with the wind off 
either shore, it is liable to baffle, coming down from the mountains in 
violent gusts. 

xzuuoiT BAT, a deep and narrow inlet, penetrating the land between 
high mountains for a distance of 8^ miles, and varying in width from 1 to 
4 cables, affords good anchorage throughout, and is easy of access with a 
fair wind or under steam ; but from its contracted width, and the baffling 
winds to which it is subjected, is best adapted for steam navigation. 

The south point of entrance is marked by the islets Inishbama and 
Doonee, the former 146 feet high, the latter 34 feet, and lying off the 
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peninsula of Hossroe, that separates it from Little Killarj bay. The Black 
rocks, always above water, lie off the north point of entrance. The entering 
channel, between Inishbarna and the north shore, is little more than a 
cable wide, with a depth of 21 fathoms. A mile within it has decreased 
to 14 fathoms, from hence the average depth is from 7 to 10 fathoms, on' 
muddy bottom, with a perfectly clear channel until the head of the inlet is 
approached ; the shores are steep-to, and fringed with a very narrow 
margin of rock at low water. 

The magnificent mountains bordering the bay descend in rugged pre- 
cipices to the shore, presenting many fine points of scenery. Muilrea, the 
highest of these, rises within a mile of the north shore to the height of 
2,675 feet. At Bundorragha, about 5 miles within the entrance, the moun- 
tain range is broken by a deep valley, containing a chain of beautiful lakes, 
whoso redundant waters are discharged by the Bundorragha river; abreast 
of this there is excellent anchorage in 4^ to 7 fathoms water. Half a mile 
above it the shores approach each other to a cable's distance, and the depth 
increases to 11 fathoms. The stream of tide here sometimes runs 2 knots, 
and in the entrance about a knot an hour. 

When navigating Killary bay the same precautions against baffling 
winds must be observed as in Little Killary, and an anchor always in 
readiness. 



(. — ^It is high water on full and change, in Killary bay, at 
4 h. 43 m. Springs rise 12^ feet ; neaps, 9 feet. 

»nuBCTZO»s. — The approach to Killary bays from the westward, 
between the islands Inishbofin and Inishturk, is easily identified, and is 
quite clear from danger until the meridian of Liishdalla is passed ; one and 
a half miles S. by. E. ^ E. from which lies Pollock shoal, with 4^ fathoms 
water. To pass to the south-west of it keep Liishturk tower in a line 
with the west end of Inishdalla. Clare island tower a little within the 
north end of Caher island will lead to the eastward of it. The passage 
now lies between O'Mally breaker and Carrickgaddy rocks. By bringing 
the high summit of Muilrea within the south end of Inishdegilmore, a 
vessel will pass to the northward of O'Mally breaker, and when Tully 
mountain opens east of Crump island she will be to the eastward of it, 
and must bring the summit of Muilrea to the southward of Inishdegilmore 
to clear the rocky patches lying to the south-east of Carrickgadd}'^ 
rocks. The west end of the latter may be rounded at 2 cables' distance, 
taking care to avoid the low water rock that lies nearly a cable from it in 
that direction. Li stormy weather all these dangers are indicated by their 
breakers ; having passed them the entrances of both bays will present 
themselves, and may be boldly approached, as there are no hidden dangers. 
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Tbe COAST to the northward o^ Kiilary bay, calletl the Murritsk shore, 
runs about N.E. by N. 8 miles to Roonagh head, the southem entrance 
point of Clew bay. Its general character is sandy, broken at intervals by 
low rocky points, from which dangers extend to seaward for upwnrdH of a 
mile. The surf is almost incessant on these beaches, ho that it i.« rarely a 
landing can be effected.* 

At Devlin point, about midway of this shore, a con.spicuou8 hill of the 
same name rises to the height of 882 feet ; but between it and Uoonagh 
head the land near the shore declines in height, nowhere exceeding 140 feet. 

CKIVHRV and nuuuXi iSIiAWPS together occupy a space a mile in 
length in a N.N.W. and S.S.E. direction. Govern island, at the wmth 
end of the group, and 3o feet high, Vioh above three quarters of a mile 
W.N.W. from Dooaghtry point and one mile E.N.^]. from Gaddymore. 
Frehil, a grassy island near the north end of the group, is 68 fvci hijrh. 
They are surrounded by outlying dangers, paiticularly on the western sidi* 
but there is a passage between them and the roeks that border the shore. 

B&OOB 8&AT1S ROCauif Uncovered at low water, lie nearlv a mile 
N. W. by W. from Frehil island. S.W. by W. ^ W., di.stant half a mile from 
the island, there is another rock, awash at low water. . The summit of 
Inishbama, seen over the north point of Inishdegilmore, leads to the west- 
ward of both these rocks ; and Cleggan point shut in by the east, side oi* 
Live island, leads to the north of the Blood Slate rocks. 

TunJMDMSL ROCXS, dry on last quarter ebb, lie on the outer part of a 
shonl extending three quarters of a mile north-west of Barnabaun point. 
Tully mountain, over the north end of Frehil island, S.W. | W. leads 
outside them. 

CARSXOXMA&AOB and BOAB BOCKS lie off Cross point, the next 
to the northward of Devlin point, at the distance of a mile from the shore. 
The former is only covered at high water springs, the latter, lying N.E. ^ E. 
5^ cables from Carrickmalagh, only shows at low water springs. Roonagh 
head bearing N.E. by E. leads outside both these rocks. This is, however, 
a very dangerous part of the coast, and must have a wide berth given it, 
particularly when the swell is high, as it breaks far beyond the dangers 
here described. 

Two miles north-east of Cross point is Doogmakeon point, backed by 
sand hills 40 to 50 feet high, and based on a rocky foreshore that uncovers 
a quarter of a mile off. Between Road rock and this point the bottom is 
clean sand with regular depths, affording anchorage with offshore winds, 
and particularly when blowing so strong from the eastward that vessels 
cannot beat up Clew bay. 



* See Ohart, Roonagh head to Dooaghtry point, No. 2,705 ; scale, m = 3j inchei. 
20532. I 
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At Roonagh Head, a low bluf^ 126 feet high, the coast turns sharply to 
the eastward, forming the southern shore of Clew bay. Foul ground ex- 
tends for more than a mile to the westward of the head, and beyond this 
lies the very dangerous Meemore rock, p. 133, together obstructing nearly 
half the sound between Roonagh head and Clare island. 

zvzsBTVSX, lying nearly midway between Bofin and Clare islands and 
6 miles from the main land, is 2^ miles long from east to west and one and 
a third miles wide, and rises into three principal eminences, the highest of 
which, surmounted by the ruins of a telegraph tower, is 616 feet above 
the sea. Its steep and rocky shores break into magnificent clifis, which on 
the north-west side attain an elevation of 440 feet, and are steep-to with 
20 fathoms water at 2 cables' distance. Nearly a mile S.S.£. ^ E. from 
its west end lies the Roger Chase shoal, with 7 and 8 fathoms water over it 
and 19 fathoms around ; and half a mile from its south-east point are the 
Floor shoals with from 3 to 4 fathoms water, the sea breaks on all these 
in bad weather. Roonagh head open to the southward of Caher island E. 
. ^ N. leads to the southward of them all ; and the east point of Inishturk 
bearing North leads to the eastward of Floor shoals. 

On its south-east side there is a small bay affording very good shelter 
with the wind from the westward, between North and W.S.W. Anchor 
^ midway between the points of the bay in 5 or 6 fathoms water, good hold- 
ing ground, with Clare island tower over the east point, N.E. J N. Small 
vessels may lie nearer the shore. In the bight of the bay is the village and 
boat harbour, the latter protected by a small pier. A stream falls into the 
little cove, affording generally a plentiful supply of fresh water. 

lxrZ8BBA&&A, a grassy islet, 4 cables long and 2 cables broad, lies a 
mile to the south-east of Inishturk, and is clear of danger excepting on its 
south-west side, where foul ground extends to the distance of a quarter of 
a mile, with rocks on it that uncover at half tide. On the north side of its 
eastern point is a small inlet, with a sandy beach, where boats may land in 
moderate weather. 

CABB& zs&AVB, lying one mile and a half from the eastern point of 
Inishturk, is three quarters of a mile in length and one third of a mile in 
breadth, and has a somewhat peaked summit, 158 feet high. Its northern 
extremity terminates in a bold cliff of about the same altitude. A few 
detached rocks lie around its southern side, but the nortihem half of the 
island is steep-to. The best landing is on the south-east side, where there 
is scarcely any rocky margin ; and a little further north there is a small 
sandy cove called Port Temple, from its proximity to some ecclesiastical 
remains dedicated to St. Patrick. 

On the west side of Caher lies the small islet of Ballybeg, about one 
third of a mile long and 56 feet high, with foul ground extending a 
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cable to the eastward of it, but between it and Caher there is a clear 
channel with 8 fkthoms water ; and between it and Inishtark there is a 
depth of 20 fathoms over a sandy bottom. 

The space between these islands and the main land has very irregular 
soundings ; and during the continuance of westerly gales the whole is 
covered with breakers. The first shoal met with in coming from the 
westward is the Pollock, with 4 J fathoms water, p. 128. An extensive 
tract of shoal water, with from 4 to 6 fathoms water over it, called the 
Middle ground, next presents itself, occupying the greater part of the space 
between Caher and Frehil islands ; all of which breaks in bad weather^ and 
is very dangerous to coasters and the smaller class of vessels at such times. 



I. — A ship from the westward bound to Clew bay should 
pass to the northward of Inishturk. If circumstances lead her inside the 
islands she must steer so as to pass about 3 cables from the east end of 
Inishdalla. An E.N.E. course will then take her about the same distance 
from the south end of Caher ; then hauling up N.E. | E. for the east end 
of Clare island, she will pass midway between the rocky islet of Mweelaun 
and the dangerous Meemore in the best water, averaging about 12 fathoms, 
with regular soundings, and avoid the breaking sea on the Middle ground 
and other shoals to the eastward. 

c&BUr BAT, a spacious inlet, with moderate depths of water and easy 
of access, is remarkable for the number of small islets that occupy its 
eastern portion ; within some of these there are well sheltered anchorages 
for vessels of light draught ; and between them are intricate channels 
leading to the commercial towns of Westport and Newport. 

The approach to the bay is well marked by Clare island lying in the middle 
of the entrance, with Achill island on its north side and the Reek or 
Croaghpatrick mountain in the distance on the south shore. The principal 
entrance, between Achillbeg and Clare island, is IJ miles wide, with 23 
fathoms water and free from hidden danger. The southern entrance 
between Clare island and Roonagh point, about the same width, from 
shore to shore, as the northern one, has not more than 7 or 8 fathoms 
water, and is encumbered with several dangerous shoals.* 

SOIIWBZVOS. — ^In the vicinity of Clew bay the soundings are very 
irregular. On the parallel of Clare island and 14 miles to the westward 
of it, and about 12 miles to the northward of Inishark, there is a rocky bank 
on which the least water is 27 fathoms, with from 45 to 50 fathoms around 
it. To the westward of this the depths increase to 100 fathoms in the 
distance of about 23 miles, over an irregular bottom of sand, gravel, and 

* See Plan, Achill head to Roonagh head, No. 2,667 ; scale, m » 1 * 7 inchei. 
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^htftiR To tlie eMfward of it the soundings continue irregular to the head 
of the hay, over a hottom composed chiefly of rock and sand, affording 
Httlo indication hy which a vessel might ascertain her position at night or 
in thick weather. 

Within Clar(> inland the depths arc everywhere under 20 fathoms; but 
>iinilar mmudiugi* will also be obtained outside it, on a bank of 12 fathoms 
water that lie* alnnit 4 miles N.N.E. from its west end. 



the most imposing feature in the approach to Clew 
\my» stands InUdly out in the middle of the entrance, and serves both as a 
diMiuguiahing mark and a* a valuable breakwater against the heavy 
Atlantic «welK Its north-west face is composed of stupendous cliflTs, 
rifting Axhii the sea to the summit of the island, at an elevation of 1,507 
feet within two cables of the water's edge. Viewed from this quarter it 
|>re^ut« the appean^ce of a somewhat tabular mountain, dipping 
ftlight^r to the Mnuh-we^t, where it terminates in a bluff point, surmounted 
by « ruinetl tower. To the north-eastward it descends, in a rugged, comb- 
like ap|HUiranct\ to the light-house on the north point of the island. De- 
laohtHl massifs of rock are ;itcattered along the shore to the distance of 2 
(*ables from the cliffs, with deep water close home to them. 

The south shore is of more moderate elevation, and is generally foul to 
the distance of 2 cables. From about the middle of this shore a deep valley 
runs across to the east side of tiie island, the land to the southward of it 
again rising to the height of 716 feet. 

The principal landing place is in a small sandy bay at the south-east end 
of the island, where a pier has been constructed for hookers and fishing- 
boats. The foreshore uncovers to some distance outside it at low water' 
and at high water it is subject to a great deal of run. Standing promi* 
nently on the south point of this bay is an old castle, once the residence of 
the famous Grania Wael. 

The fishery off Clare was very productive and the land in good culti- 
vation, but since the potato blight its prosperity has abated, and the popu- 
lation become very much reduced. 

&XOBT. — ^A circular white lighthouse stands on the north point of the 
island, exhibiting 2^ fixed light at an elevation of 341 feet above the sea, 
visible in clear weather from 20 to 30 miles, and serves as an excellent 
guide to the north enti'ance of Clew bay, and also to mark the position of 
Deace rock. 



SOCK, of small extent, and never covered, lies N.E. \ N. from 
the light-house at the distance of 4 cables from the extreme point of the 
island,- and must be carefully avoided at night or in thick weather. Its 
situation is generally revealed by the breakers. 
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Turo-VATBOM KOOX, Ijing half a mile off the no]^th shore of the 
island. With the ruined telegraph tower bearing S. } W., and Beetle 
head, the west point of the island, S.S.W. | W., 1^ miles distant, is a dan- 
gerous rock, with only 2 fathoms water over it at low water, on which the 
sea breaks heavily in bad weather. It is steep-to all round, with 15 and 
17 fathoms water between it and the island. When on it the windows of 
the ruined tower appear open ; to clear it when standing towards it from 
the northward, tack before the light is brought to the eastward of E.S.E., 
and from the westward before Beetle head comes to the westward of South. 
Between the rock and the light-house the shore may be approached to a 
quarter of a mile. 

Foul ground extends for a third of a mile to the south-east of Kinnacorra 
point, the east point of the island. At 2 cables from it there is a rock with 
1^ fathoms over it, which must be avoided by small vessels seeking 
anchorage in the bay between it and Grania Waels castle. 

In fine weather small vessels may anchor in this little bay at about a 
cable and a half from the shore, in 3 fathoms water ; but it is exposed to 
southerly winds, and the holding ground is bad. 

Large vessels wishing to anchor for a tide, or to communicate with the 
island, should bring up in the bay to the north of Kinnacorra point 
between it and the lighthouse, in 10 fathoms mud, with the lighthouse 
bearing N.W. ^ N., and the east point of Achillbeg N.E. ^ N. Near the 
north point of the bay there is a rocky cove where a landing can generally 
be effected, and where the stores for the lighthouse are disembarked. 

arwva&AUxr, a rocky islet, 64 feet high, lying near the middle of the 
Eiouth entrance, at 2^ miles S.S.E. ^ E. from Beetle head, the west point 
of Clare island ; is steep-to all round, excepting a rocky patch on its south 
side extending about a cable from the rock. Vessels bound to Clew bay 
from the southward generally pass between Mweelaun and Clai*e island, to 
avoid the dangers that lie off Roonagh head. 



I, the most outlying danger off Roonagh head, and only 
uncovered at low water springs, lies nearly in a direct line between Mweelaun 
and the north face of Roonagh head, on an E.S.E. and W.N.W. line of 
bearing, nearly 2 miles distant from the former and 1^ from the latter. 
When the situation of this rock can be clearly made out, as it frequentlv 
may by its breaker, a vessel may safely pass between it and Mweehinn ; 
but care /must be taken not to mistake the Black rock for it. 



BOOK, only covered on last quarter flood, lies W. ^ N. nearly 
a mile from Roonagh head and six-tenths of a mile from the nearest part 
of the shore, and may, excepting in very smooth water, be always made 
out hy its breaker ; whereas Meemore is frequently concealed. There are 
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To the eastward of Achillbeg, a range of mountains^ 1,700 feet high, 
extends as far as Mukanny, where an arm of the sea firom Blacksod bay 
separates it from the mountain ranges to the eastward, the whole presenting 
one monotonous tract of sterility from Achillbeg to Moynish island, the 
northern and outermost island of Clew bay. Nearly half way between 
these places, but at the distance of only one tenth of a mile from the shore, 
there is a small rock, dry at low water, called Meeneenyaw ; between it 
and AchiUb^g the shore is bold-to, but to the eastward of it the bay is 
studded with dangerous rocks, having from 2^ to 4^ fathoms water over them. 

The upper part of Clew bay, as before remarked, is occupied by small 
islands, so similar in appearance and formation as to render a particular 
description of each unnecessary. They are generally composed of yellow 
clay, with lime and sandstone imbedded, which yielding readily to the 
continued action of the sea, has greatly reduced their proportions, and left 
them sun'ounded by extensive beaches of boulders, rocks, and stones.* 

The most conspicuous islands from the bay are Moynishmore and 
Roeillaun, lying near the north shore ; Inishoo, marking the entrance to 
Newport channel ; Inishgort, with its lighthouse ; and Dorinishmore, near 
the south shore, these range between 100 and 120 feet in height, and, with 
the exception of Inishgort, have clay cliffs on their seaward aspect. 

nrzsBOOBT laZOHT. — A white light-house stands on the south point of 
Inishgort island, exhibiting a fixed white light, at an elevation of 36 feet 
above the sea, visible in clear weathei' 10 miles, and serves as a guide to 
the entrance of Westport bay and for clearing the dangers that lie outside 
the islands. 

BAiroass. — The north-east angle of the bay is encumbered with 
dangers, which vessels coming round Achillbeg island towards Inishgowla 
roads must be careful to avoid. The most outlying of these, a stony patch 
of 4:^ fathoms, lies with Inishgort light-house S.E., 5 miles distant, and 
Moynishmore E. f N., 3^ miles. A mile within it in the direction of 
Moynishmore there is a rock witli 3 fathoms, to the eastward of which 
there are several other rocky heads with 2^ fathoms, but the most dan- 
gerous rock for small vessels, in this comer of the bay, is Larbaun rock. 

^ARBAUxr KOOX, uncovered only at low springs, lies W. \ N., three 
quarters of a mile from Roeillaun island, and ought to be marked by a 
perch. Between it and Inishoo there are several dangerous patches 
lying in the way of vessels running for Inisgowla roaijs. 

Foul ground extends three quarters of mile to the westward of Inishoo, 
leaving a channel into Inishgowla roads, between it and the shoals to the 

* See Plans, W«atport Kay, No. 9,057, and Newport baj, No. 3,068 ; scalMi 
mm 5 inohMi. 
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northward, a quai'ter of a miJe broad only, and bounded by patches of 12 
and 16 feet water, unmarked by buoys or beacons. 

C&OOBCOKMXCX 8BOA&, composed chiefly of shingle and stones, runs 
oif for nearly 1^ miles to the westward of Inishbee, the island next south of 
Inishoo, and uncovers for about half the distance from the island towards 
the black buoy that marks its outer end in 17 feet water, from the buoy 
Inishgort light-house bears S.8.E. ^ E., 1^ miles. To clear it the light- 
house must not be brought to the southward of S.E. by S. 

i>Z3«&X8K SOCK, a dangerous rock, covered on first quarter flood, and 
marked by an iron perch, lies on the south side of the bay, 1^ miles to 
the westward of Doriuish, and about the same distance from the south 
^^hore, with Inishgort light-house E. by N. \ N., 1| miles distant. No 
vessel should attempt to pass between it and Dorinish, or come within half 
a mile of it in any other direction. 

zvzsBCH>'WXik KOABS. — Secure and well sheltered anchorage for ships 
of moderate draught may be found under some of these islands. The best 
is that under Inishgowla, the island next to the eastward of Inishoo, in 
from 3^ to 8 fathoms water ; which, although of limited area, not affording 
room for more than three or four ships of over 20 feet draught, is perfectly 
well sheltered, and has in addition space sufficient for a number of vessels 
of light draught. Its remoteness from any town, however, and consequent 
difficulty of procuring supplies, causes it to be little resorted to by merchant 
vessels, but it is the usual anchorage of Her Majesty's ships. In* the 
channel leading to it not more than 4 fathoms water can be depended on 
at low water, and it lies between shoals that require to be buoyed before 
a stranger can run for it with safety. The north point of Inishoo is bold-to, 
ivs is also the north side of Inishgowla ; on passing the latter round in 
1>etween it and Inishlaughil, and bring up abreast of the little bay in 
Inishgowla, with the flagstaff about N.W. by W., in 3^ or 4 fathoms water. 

Rosturk harbour, about 2\ miles east of Roeillaun island, affords good 
shelter for small vessels that can take the ground without injmy. The 
channel towards it is on the south side of Larbaun rock, and Roeillaun 
island, passing at about a cable fi'om the latter on an E. by S. course, but 
it is very narrow and too intricate for a stranger. On the south side of 
the channel leading to ^^osturk, there is well sheltered anchoi'age for 
vessels of large draught, under Inishdoonver. 

Small vessels may go up to Newport quay, where they will have 12 feet 
at high water springs. Newport is now chiefly famed for the growth and 
manufacture of flax, but the trade is carried on through Westport. 

imBSTPOKT 8AT, a shallow inlet, approached by narrow and intricate 
channels, has its principal entrance between Inishgort light and Dorinish 
bar, a long spit of shingle and stones nearly covered at high water, that 
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• extends from the conspicuous little island of Dorinishmore, to witliin a 
quarter of a mile of Inisligort light. The channel is well defined by the 
light-house on its north side ; and by a red buoy on its south, moored on 
the north-west projection of Dorinish bai* in 3 fathoms at low water, 
with Inishgort light-house bearing E. by N., a little over 2 cables' distance. 
The north point of Inishlyre in line with Knock naguiva cliffs, S.E. by E, ^ E., 
leads through this channel, which at its narrowest part, abreast of the buoy, 
is little more than a cable in width. 

Dorinish road, sheltered by Dorinish bar, is easy of access, with good 
holding ground, but is not available for vessels of more than 12 or 14 feet 
draught, and even these would take the ground on a low spring ebb. The 
best berth is with the light-house about N. \ W., and the highest part of 
Dorinish, W. \ S., in 14 feet water. Vessels of 8 or 9 feet draught may 
go in a quarter of a mile farther towards Dorinish island. 

Inishlyre harbour, where vessels of too great draught to go up to the 
quay of Westport usually discharge their cargoes, which are conveyed 
thither in boats and lighters, has the advantage of easy communication 
with the town by land. Its eastern shore is steep-to, and admirably adapted 
for the erection of wharves or landing stages. Vessels may lie at a cable 
from it in 20 feet at low water, perfectly sheltered against all winds and 
sea ; and it has a good beach for careening. The middle of the harbour, 
however, is shallow, with but 4 feet water at one spot, and 10 to 12 feet 
on each side of it. The entering chaunel is little more than half a cable 
wide ; here vessels usually lie in 19 feet at low water. A good berth will 
be found with the light-house touching the north end of Inishlyre, but it 
cannot be entered without the assistance of a pilot, a« the channel is 
circuitous and not buoyed. 

Ilaanmore harbour, on the north side of Inishgort, is entered by a narrow 
chaunel, 4 cables to the eastward of the light-house, with but 1 1 feet water 
in it. Immediately within the entrance it expands to a large pool with 
from 3^ to 6^ fathoms water, but from its contracted entrance it is only 
available for small steamers of light draught. 

From Dorinish road to Westport quay the channel, winding among 
rocks and islands, is very naiTOW and intiicate, limiting the approach to 
the quay to vessels of 14 feet draught and under, and foi' these even the 
assistance of a pilot is indispensable. 

About a mile and a half below the quay lies Carrickuacally rock, un- 
covered at half ebb, and marked by a perch, and close to the southward of 
it there is a pool with from 12 to 15 feet water, where merchant vessels 
and small men-of-war steamers find convenient anchorage, with the coast- 
guard houses on Pigeon island just open to the westward of the perch. 

The navigation from Dorinish road to the quay being essentially pilot 
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water no directions need be given for it. The usual track has been 
inserted on the chart, and is marked by perches and buoys, with lamps on 
the former to guide vessels at night. 

Westport, the most important town in this district, has an extensive 
trade, chiefly in grain, flax, linen, whisky, and butter. Population, 3,593. 
There is a distillery and two breweries in the town, and in the neighbour- 
hood several powerful water mills. The quay is 2,500 feet long ; ou it are 
ci-anes capable of lifting 10 tons. Provisions may always be procured, 
and good water. 

PZi^OTS. — There are 4 harbour pilots who will board outside the light- 
house on the usual signal being made, they are paid at the rate of about 
1/. for every 100 tons register. 

TZBA& STREAMS. — It is high water on full and change at Clare 
island at 4 h. 38 m. Springs rise 1 2 J feet ; neaps, 9^ feet. At Westport, 
at 4 h. 57 m. Springs rise 12f feet ; neaps, 9 J feet. 

At the entrance of Clew bay the stream with both flood and ebb sets 
down on the south shore of Achill island, whence it is thrown ofi* to the 
westward, and being opposed by the prevailing westerly swell causes the 
dangerous sea so much complained of by vessels frequenting this bay. 
Further up the bay the stream runs fair in and out, at about the same 
rate. At the entrance of Westport bay it runs 2 knots at springs, and at 
the entrance of Newport a little less. 



L — Vessels from the northward, after rounding Achill 
head, which may be done as close as the wind and swell will permit, may 
shape a course S.S.E. J E. for Clare island light-house, taking care not to 
go to the northward of this course, on account of a bank of 6 fathoms 
lying a mile and a half to the westward of Dooega head, which, though 
not dangerous with smooth water, becomes so when the swell is up, from 
its heavy breakers. Another reason for not hugging this shore^ particu- 
larly with light winds, is that both streams press down on it. Besides 
this, there is no danger near the fair way until Deaoe rock, lying off Clare 
island light-house, is approached, p. 132, from abreast which a S.E. by E. 
course for 11 miles will caiTy a vessel to Inishgort light-house. 

From the southward after rounding Inishark, steer about E. by N. ^ N. 
fdi* the summit of Clare island, which will be seen open to the westward 
of Inishturk, and pass between it and Mweelaun islet, p. 133, from 
whence the course to Inishgort light-house is E. by S. 12 miles. 

In the south sound there are not more than 7 fathoms water anywhere 
across it, with some shoal spots of 4^ and 4^ fathoms, for which there are 
no clearing marks ; but they will be avoided by keeping as near mid- 
channel as possible. In beating through this sound both shores are to be 
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approached with caution, particularly when standing towards Roonagh 
head and the dangerous Meemore rock, p. 133. 

In thick weather no yessol should attempt •to run for the bay without 
the assistance of a pilot. Should a vessel be compelled by stress of 
weather to run for shelter to Dorinish road, she must steer direct foi 
Inishgort light ; and when about half a mile from it, bring it to beai* 
E. by S. 4 S.» and steer so as to pass about a cable to the southward of it. 
When the light bears N. ^ W. haul up to the southward and anchor in 
Dorinish road, with the light on same bearing, p. 137. 

The leading mark through the entrance by day is the north end of Inish- 
lyre in line with Knocknaguiva cliff S.E. by E. | E., until the light-house 
bears N. ^ W., when haul up into the roadstead as before. 

It would not be safe to run for Inishgowla roads at night. By day the 
course from a fairway off Clare island light to Inishoo, at the entrance of 
Newport bay, is E.S.E. ; but in order to avoid the foul ground that over- 
lays the entrance, it is necessaiy to steer rather to the southward of this 
line, S.E. by E. ^ E., direct for CToghconnick buoy ; and when about a 
quarter of a mile from the latter, haul up E. by N. between the shoal that 
extends from Inishoo and the foul ground outside it ; but the channel is 
narrow, only a quarter of a mile wide, and bordered by patches of 12 and 
16 feet water, without a buoy to mark them. When Inishgowla flagstaff 
opens north of Inishoo, haul up towards it and anchor in Inishgowla road, 
p. 136. Inishoo may be known by its presenting a high clay cliiff to sea- 
ward, and from being the northernmost of the middle batch of islands. 

Tbe COAST of Achill island to the north-west of Achill beg presents a 
bold rocky shore, backed by rugged mountains. Ashleam point, lying 3 
miles to the north-west of Achillbeg, has a dangerous reef, uncovered at 
half ebb, extending half a mile from it. Two miles further in the same 
direction is Dooega head, faced by precipices on its western side of 800 
feet elevation. At the distance of 1^ miles from the head, in the direction 
of the Bills, there is a rocky shoal, with 6 fathoms water, that breaks 
heavily in bad weather. Keel bay, to the westward of the head, 
presents a long sandy beach, with a small island at its west end, where a 
small vessel may find temporary anchorage in very fine weather. The 
head of the bay is shallow, with foul ground extending half a mile from 
it, and the whole coast is so much exposed to the heavy Atlantic swell that 
a near approach to it by sailing vessels is at all times attended with danger. 

i>T8AOBT KOCK8, always above water, are the outermost of several 
detached rocks that extend from the shore, about 3 miles to the southward 
of Achill head. They are about three quarters of a mile from Moy teoge 
point, the southern spur of the head, and about a mile from the shore 
abreast, and are steep-to. 
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a small group of rocks, 124 feet high, lying 8. ^ £. 6^ miles 
IVom Achill head, and N.W. J W. 8^ miles from Clare island, are steep-to 
and clear of danger all round. The centre rock is pierced by a remai'kable 
cavern. During the season of incubation these rocks are the resort of 
numerous sea birds, and their vicinity abounds with fish. 

ACBZUb BSAB, a bold precipitous headland, lying between Clew and 
Blacksod bays, rises to the height of 2,180 feet at its summit, called 
Croaghaun mountain ; from whence, on its north-west face, the clififs 
descend sheer down to the water's edge in stupendous precipices. The 
extreme point of the head runs out in a narrow ridge for 2 miles to the 
westward of the summit, and is surrounded by precipices of from 360 to 
900 feet elevation. Carrickakin, a detached rock, 90 feet high, lies half a 
mile to the westward of the head; the passage between them is obstructed 
by sunken rocks, but the head is otherwise quite clear of hiddeu danger, 
with 30 fathoms water close home to it. 
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CHAPTER V. 

NORTH-WEST COAST OF IRELAND— ACHILL HEAD TO MALINMORE 

HEAD. 

Variation Id 1868, Sligo 26° 15'' W., Malinmore head, 26'' 35'' W., decreaung 

6 to 7 minutes annually. 



r, one of the finest bays on the west coast of Ireland, 
is easy of access, and affords secure anchorage with space sufficient for a 
large number of vessels ; it was always a principal resort of Her Majesty's 
ships stationed on this coast, and one for which they never hesitated to run 
in bad weather. The best sheltered parts are, however, too shallow to 
admit ships of heavy draught, but a secure roadstead is afforded to thepo 
on the western side of the bay below Ardelly point, sheltered from th(» 
violence of the sea by the peninsula of the Mullet.* 

The entrance between Duvillaunmore and Saddle head, the north point 
of Achill island, is about 3 miles wide, with a depth of 26 fathoms water, 
and is easily recognized by day by the bold promontory of Achill, and a I 
night by the Black rock light standing on tho north side of the approach. 
With westerly winds a heavy swell rolls in through the entrance, and in 
bad weather it breaks on a bank of 8 fathoms that lies about a mile to the 
southward of Duvillaunmore. With southerly winds the entrance is subject 
to heavy squalls from the high mountains of Achill, which are frequently 
so violent that no canvas can withstand them. 

BlbACX KOCX laOBT. — Black rock, 268 feet high, the largest of n 
cluster of rocks lying on the jiorth side of the entrance to Blacksod bay, 
6^ miles N. ^ E. from Achill head, and 4^ miles to the westward of 
Duvillaun, is surmounted by a circular light- house, exhibiting a flashing 
light every half minute, at an elevation ol* 283 feet, visible in clear 
weather 22 miles, and serves as an excellent guide to Blacksod bay, and 
for clearing the dangers in its vicinity. The light shows white to seaward, 
and red towards the land between the bearings S.W. by W. \ W. and 
N.W. by W. By not opening the red light a vessel will clear the outlying 

* See Plan : — Blacksod bay, No. 2,704 ; scale, m « 1 * 5 inches. Also Chart, Ireland, 
Sheet YI., Downpatrick head to Achill head. No. 2,419 ; scale, m = 0*5 of an inch. 
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rocks and islands that cover the shore to the north-east of the Black rock. 
Tlie southern edge of the red sector leads into the entrance of the bay, 
clear of the uneven ground south of Duvillaunmore. Detached rocks 
extend for a mile and a quarter to the westward of the Black rock, which 
a ship entering the bay at night must be careful to avoid. To the east- 
ward the passage between it and Duvillaun is quite clear, and there are 
no dangers near it but what are visible. 

]>inrz&&Ara tsTiHWPS, at the western extremity of a chain of rocks 
and islands that extend about 3 miles from Blacksod point, forming the 
north side of the entrance to the bay, are of moderate elevation, based on 
rocky foreshores, and generally foul to a distance of 2 cables. Duvillaun- 
more, the largest of the group, is 165 feet high. At about one-third of 
the distance from the main towards the west end of this chain of islands 
there is a naiTow channel^ through which boats and small steamers may 
pass in fine weather. A white pile, erected on the island of Inishkea 
South, kept in line with the flagstaff on the summit of the same, 
N.N.W. ^ W., led through this channel, but it is doubtful if the pile is 
now standing. 

The south shore of the entrance is bold-to, with deep water close home 
to the rocks until Ridge point, the north-east point of Achill island, is 
approached, from which a dangerous reef extends for nearly 4 cables to 
the noithward, and is much in the way of small vessels rounding in for 
the entrance of Achiil sound. To clear it Saddle head must be kept well 
open of Slievemore point. 

In the Hhallow bay to the eastward of Ridge point there is no sate 
a»churng(\ on lu'oount of its exposure to the westerly swell and the 
looKO Handy and rocky nature of the bottom. The best anchorage for 
vev^els waitiug for tido to pix>oeed through Achill sound, p. 134, is off 
Dooniver, as close to the shore as their draught will admit, in order to 
avoid the strong tide, but the ground is very bad for holding. Small 
Coastguard tenders occasionally anchor in Tullaghan bay, a shallow creek 
on the eastern shore opposite to Ridge pointy taking care to avoid a 
dangerous rock, dry on last quarter ebb, that lies on the north side of 
the channel, just within the bar, for which no clearing maiks can be 
given. As it can only be navigated in boats and small craft by those 
possessing intimate local knowledge, a particular description of this creek 

is unnecessary. 

Blacksod point, at the south extremity of the Mullet, and forming 
the turning point into Blacksod bay, rises gradually to the height 
of 230 feet, and is moderately bold-to to the southward. Off the pitch 
of the point, and about a cable from it, there is a small rock that 
at first quarter flood. On passing the point, the bay, which here 
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makes a sudden beud to the nortbwai'd, opens into view. From the depth 
of 10 fathoms abreast of the point, the water soon shoals to 6 and 7, 
decreasing to 5 fathoms abreast of Ardelly point. 

&XOBT. — Just within Blacksod point there is a small bay with a fishing 
pier on its south point, from the extremity of which a ^xed light is 
exhibited at an elevation of 37 feet, visible in clear weather 10 miles. 
Between the bearings of S.W. by W. and S.W. | S. the light shows 
red. 

Foul ground extends for a quarter of a mile to the eastward of the pier 
with only 1 fathom water on its outer part, and about half a mile to the 
northward of it an extensive rocky tract called Carrigeenmore, covered at 
last quarter flood, runs off to nearly half a mile from the shore, and is 
marked by an iron perch on its outer edge. The shore continues flat to 
the northward of this, with gradual soundings towards it. 

Elly Bay, the usual anchorage for small vessels resorting to Blacksod 
bay, is on the west shore, about 4 miles to the northward of Blacksod 
point, and may be known by Bingham castle, which comes into view 
over the land immediately on rounding Blacksod point. It is very 
shallow, with only 1;J^ to 1^ fathoms over the greater part of it ; the 
bottom, however, of soft mud, is favourable for vessels taking the 
ground. 

Fresh water may be procured here from a well near Bingham castle, 
but no other supplies. 

The east shore of Blacksod bay, above Kanfinalta point is foul a long 
way off, and must be approached with caution by a large ship, as there are 
patches with 3^ fathoms water at more than a mile from the land. By 
keeping Doohoma head open, a vessel will be to the westward of these. 

Claggan, a rather high peninsula, stands out from the eastern shore 
near the head of the bay, A narrow channel winding between extensive 
shallows, runs past it towards Belmullet, affording good anchorage 
for small vessels in 4 fathoms, just to the northward of Claggan, well 
sheltered from all winds and sea. The approach to this anchorage is 
bounded by rocky patches, extending nearly a mile to the southward of 
Ardmore point, on the port hand, and by extensive flats running out from 
Claggan on the starboard hand, and in the absence of buoys or beacons 
cannot be navigated without a pilot. 

Belmullet, situated 2^ miles above Cleggau, has a quay capable of 
receiving vessels of 10 feet di*aught at high water ; also a canal that 
connects Blacksod bay with Broadhaven, but it is scarcely available for 
vessels of more than 8 feet draught. Flour may generally be procured here, 
but no other supplies. 

TZBES. — It is high water at Blacksod quay, on full and change, at 
4h. 47 m» Springs rise 10 feet; neaps, 8^. 
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.. — ^A skip liariiig once agco*udned her position with 
«kMik^sftt.v V JLekm head or Biad^ rock light, huiy safelj run for Blacksod 
Hif ft JoiT veaiWr. In thick weather, howerer, when these objects have 
Hit >wm s^tcd. if most be approached with caution, as from the number 
«f rlMiii^> Mb^ oo the north side of the entrance it is sometimes difficult to 
stamfVit. 

A veasel ronning in before a westerly gale must keep well to the south- 
ward of DaTillaan island, to avoid the heavj breakers that occur there in 
stormy weather. But with southerly winds it is better to keep towards 
this side of the entrance, on account of the flaws and violent gusts of 
wind that come from the Achill mountains, which vessels under canvas 
must carefrilly guard against. 

Working into Blacksod bay vessels must stand towards the east shore, 
in front of the entrance, with great caution, as the heavy swell that rolls 
towards it breaks at a quarter of a mile off. When to the northward of 
Kanflnalta point liarge ships must go no further to the eastward than 
just to shut in Doohoma head. 

In fine weather small vessels may anchor in the little bay to the north 
of Blacksod quay, in 2^ fathoms water. In rounding into it care must be 
taken to give the quay end a good berth, on account of the shoal water that 
extends from it. If bound up the bay give the quay end a berth of a 
third of a mile, and on passing it keep the ruined tower on Achill head 
open to the eastward of Blacksod quay, or at night do not open the 
red sector of light, in order to clear Carrigeenraore rock, and the flats 
that cover the shore to the northward of it. 

Large ships may anchor at from 1^ to 3 miles to the north-eastward of 
Blacksod quay, in from 6 to 4| fathoms water, on a bottom of sand and 
mud, keeping the ruined tower well open of the quay, with the tower and 
quay in line ; there is not more than 4J fathoms, shoalmg gradually 
towards the shore. When the Coasfguard station in Elly bay opens of 
Ardelly point, they may haul more to the northward, and anchor with the 
ruineii tower in line with the quay, and Bingham castle about N.W. by W. 
in 3 fathoms water. Vessels under 20 feet draught may anchor anywhere 
in t\x^U of Elly Imy, as close in as their draught of water will allow. For 
vennt^U of light draught Elly bay affords perfect security. In hauling 
Into It bo caiH>AU to give Ardelly point a good berth, to avoid the foul 
j^nnind that extends a quarter of a mile to the southward of it. Vesf<els 
under 15 foot draught may anchor on the north side of Elly bay, just 
to the westward of Barranagh island, in from 2^ to 3^ fathoms water. 
Here they are exposed to the fetch of Blacksod bay with southerly winds, 
f\x)m which quarter gales usually commence, but there is no sea to 
endanger a vessel, and afrer a short time it is sure to veer roimd to the 
Wfifit and noith-west. 
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I COAST to the northward of Blacksod hay, composed of sand hills 
with projecting reefy points, is fronted hj a series of outlying islands and 
rocks, between which and the shore there is a good safe channel, easily 
navigated by small sailing vessels or steamers. 

zirssBJUBA zs&AVBS. — The southernmost of these extend for a dis- 
tance of 3 miles in a direction nearly parallel with the shore. A narrow 
boat channel separates the North from the South- Inishkea ; at the inner 
end of which, and on the north side of Rusheen island, there is anchorage 
fqr small vessels in fine weather, but the holding ground is not good. 
Vessels running in here must give the rocky point of Rusheen island a 
good berth. 

South Inishkea, distinguished by a round grassy hill with a flag-staff on 
it, has outlying rocks extending for half a mile to the southward of it. 

y&UBBABTT aooxB, a long and dangerous ledge, extend across the 
channel to a distance of half a mile from the south-east point of North 
Inishkea. To clear them the ears of Achill head must not be opened to 
the westward of Turduvillaun, the little western hummocky islet off 
Duvillaunmore. 

At the north end of North Inishkea there is a cluster of rocks extending 
nearly a mile in the direction of the islands, with foul ground on their 
western side, but otherwise clear of danger. The chain of islands is 
interrupted here by a wide sound, in which are two detached rock?, 
Usborno shoal and Long rock, having good passages between them. 

VSBOSWB S80A&, with 9 feet water and steep-to ail round, may 
generally be known by its breakers. The highest part of Duvillaunmore 
touching the east side of Inishkea islets, S.8.W. ^ W., leads to the oast- 
ward of it ; and the north end of Inishglora well open west of Duffur island, 
E. by N. i N., leads to the westward of it. When its position is shown 
by the breakers a vessel may safely pass on either side of Usborne shoal, 
but the passage to the northward of it, between it and Long rock is the 
best, the latter being always visible and clear of hidden danger. 

Duffur island, lying three-quarters of a mile to the north-east of Long 
rock, with a clear channel between them, is the southernmost of another 
group of rocks and islets, that are only separated from the low reefy shore 
of the main by a channel 3 cables wide, with a depth of 5 fathoms water. 
Inishglora, the largest of this group, has some interesting remains of 
antiquity upon it, the islands are connected to each other by reefs, which 
extend to a considerable distance from them, particularly on their easterly 
side. 

MDitm BOOX, with 10 feet water, lies a mile and a third to the north- 
ward of Inishglora, and W. by N., nearly a mile from Aunagh head, the 
20532. ¥L 
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qth^r E. by N, ^ N. and W. by S. J S., 132 yards apart; from each there 
is exhibited a Jixed. white light at an elevation of 220 feet above the sea, 
visible in clear weatl^er 20 miles. The lights are shaded towards the land, 
between the bearings of N. by E. and W. by N. ; and when in line, clear 
all the outlying rocks between Blacksod bay and Broadhaven, and also the 
Stag rocks to the eastward of the latter. . , 

Eagle island i? steep-to and clear of hidden danger. Inside it is the 
Cross rock, and betif een th^ latter and the shore a passage 3 cables wide, 
with 20 fathoms water, through which a steamer might pass in moderate 
weather and smooth water. A mile and a quarter to the eastward of the 
island a small detached rock, called Carrickhesk, rises to the height of 40* 
feet. 

Biuus 8BJLB, terminating in a small cliffy island, 174 feet high, with 
detached rocks extending a quarter of a mile to the northward of it, is 
clear of hidden danger, and has 25 fathoms water at the distance of half a 
mile. At this headland the coast bends suddenly to the westward, towards 
Sligo and Donegal bays ; consequently, on rounding it, anew sef of objects 
break upon the view. 

The Stags, commonly called the Stags of Broadhaven, are the first that 
present themselveis, consisting of 4 high rocky islets of from 246 to 806 
feet elevation, steep-to and clear of hidden danger. The inner or South 
Stag is a mile from the nearest shore, with a deep and clear channe 
between them. 

Benwee head, lying immediately to the southward of the Stags, sur- 
mounted by an old telegrttph tower, and terminating in cliffs 820 feet high, 
is the next imposing object. Detached from it, at distances varying from 
one to four cables, are some very remarkable pinnacled rocks. Portacloy, 
on the east side of the head, is a little creek, about half a mile long and 
one and a half cables wide, with no hidden danger, but lying quite open 
to the north-east and subject to violent gusts of wind from the mountains, 
with westerly and south-westerly winds. At 1^ miles to the westward of 
the head is Kid island, forming the east point of entrance to Broadhaven 
bay. 

B&OA!D8AVBBr BAT, lying between Erris head and Kid island, bearing 
E. by S. and W. by N, from each other, 4^ miles distant, affords a clear 
and safe approach to the snug little harbour of Broadhaven, that opens on 
the south shore. of the bay. The west shore, between Erris head and 
Duveiel point, bounded by cliffs 200 feet high, is steep-to and clear of 
danger. On the west side of Duveel point is the little inlet of Blind 
harbour, dry at low water ; and half a mile to the eastward of the point, in 
a line between it and Cashel point, lies Monastery rock, uncovered at low 
water, and dangerous to vessels hugging this shore at high water, at other 

K 2 
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periods of the tide it generally breaks. The east shore of the bay is 
clear of hidden danger, with the exception of the Slugga rock, lying 2 
cables off Doonanierin point, and covered at high water. The inlet of 
Bossport penetrates the land to the southward of this point. Its entrance, 
lying between sandbanks that extend from each shore, is obstracted by a 
bar with 7 feet at low water, and which at this time of tide generally 
breaks. At high water, however, and in mqderate weather, a small vessel 
may run in and anchor under Rossport house, in 10 feet at low water. 
The tide is strong and the channel narrow, and as there are no marks for 
it, the assistance of a pilot is indispensable. 



—A stone-coloured light'tower standing on Cashel point, the 
west point of entrance to Broadhaven, exhibits, at an elevation of 87 feet 
above high water, a fixed light — white to seaward and towards the east 
side of the haven, and red as seen from the west side of the harbour — 
visible in clear weather 12 miles, and serves as an excellent guide to the 
entrance of the haven. 



r, a snug little harbour, well sheltered and with tolerable 
holding ground, is much resorted to as a refuge harbour by coasters and 
small vessels. At the entrance, abreast of Cashel point, it is half a mile 
wide, with 8 and 9 fathoms water, from whence it extends in a south" 
westerly direction for 2\ miles, when it expands into a large shallow 
basin, at the western extremity of which is the village of Belmullet. The 
anchorage is to the southward of Knockan point, and is confined to the 
middle of the harbour by the shallow banks that cover each shore. Knockan 
point is foul ; just to the southward of it a gravelly spit, with 3 feet only at 
low water, extends 2 cables from the shore, and ought to be marked with a 
buoy. To clear it, keep a white cottage on Cashel point a little open of 
Knockan point. The tower on Benwee head in line with Inver point leads 
through the middle of the channel, and is a good mark to anchor on. The 
best anchorage is abreast of a large grey house on the western shore, in 
5 or 6 fathoms water. A short distance south of this the banks drv out 
from each shore nearly to the edge of the channel, which now winds 
between extensive mud-banks, enabling small vessels at high water to go 
up to within half a mile of Belmullet, where there is a quay for loading 
and unloading at. 

Vessels bound to Broadhaven may round £rris head at the distance of 
half a mile and then steer for the lighthouse on Cashel point. By not 
bringing the light-house to the eastward of S.S.E. after passing Duveel 
point, the Monastery rock will be avoided. Cashel point may be passed 
as close as convenient. When the harbour opens, haul up S.W. by S., 
preserving a mid-channel coarse between Knockan and Inver points; 
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and when Benwee tower comes on with Inver point, haul up S.W. by W., 
and anchor with it in that direction in fi'om 3^ to 6 fathoms water. 

TZBBS. — It is high water in Broadhaven on full and change at 5 h. 
Springs rise 10 J feet; neaps, 7^ feet. Abreast of Knockan point the 
stream runs at the rate of 2f knots. 

Tbe COAST from Benwee head to Downpatrick head, a distance of 17 
miles in a S.E. by E. J E. direction, presents a series of bold cliffs, of 
varying height, and is steep- to and clear of outlying danger. Belderig 
bay, about midway between these headlands, affords fair anchoi'age oi 
small vessels, with off-shore winds and n)oderate weather. The holding 
ground is good, and a sailing vessel could leave it with any wind, excepting 
from N.N.E. ; but there is generally a heavy swell rolling in, and like all 
bays in the close vicinity of high land, it is subject to violent gusts with 
off-shore winds. Ballycastle bay, on the west side of Downpatrick head> 
affords no anchorage for vessels, the bottom being rocky, and in bad 
weather the sea breaks right across it. It is, however, the chief resort of 
the curraghs belonging to Ballycastle. This little village enjoys a delight- 
ful situation at the mouth of a famous glen about a mile from the coast, 
forming a pleasing contrast to the wild mountains and bogs that surround 
it on all sides. 

Downpatrick head, the turning point into Killala bay, is bold-to and 
clear of danger. Viewed from the eastward or westward it has a wedge- 
like appearance, with the base to seaward, and a small islet l3dng off it. 
Three miles to the eastward of it is Lackan head, a low rocky cliff, from which 
the land rises gradually to the height of 600 feet, with an old telegraph tower 
about half way up the rise. On the same range of hills, but more to the 
southward, near the bottom of Lackan bay, there is another tower, called a 
Gazebo, or Folly, which is often mistaken for the look-out tower when 
viewed at a distance from the north-eastward, Lackan bay, into which 
the swell rolls violently, is quite open to the north-east, with gradually 
decreasing depths and free from hidden danger, and is bounded on the 
east by Kilcummin head.* 

kUbImAIbJL bat is quite open to the N.N.E., and affords no shelter 
with winds from that quarter. Its entrance, between Kilcummin head 
and Lenadoon point, bearing from each other E.S.E. and W.N.W., is 5^ 
miles wide, with a depth of 20 fathoms water. The middle of the bay is 
clear of danger, the shores are low and foul. At the head of the bay is 
an inlet formed by the river Moy, and on the west shore is the little harbour 



* See Chart Ireland, Sheet Y., Teelinhead to Downpatrick head, No. 2440 ; scale 
m KB 0*5 of an inch. 
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of Kilkli) both obetracted b j bars, and accessible towards high water onlj 
by snuJl Tesselsw* 

Kilcummin head, the western point of the bay, is where the French 
forced landed on their invasion of Ireland in 1798. The spot selected was 
about a mile to the southward of the head, sheltered bj a projecting point 
of stones and boulders, and was well adapted for the purpose. Vessels 
sometimes anchor abreast of this place for a night ; the holding ground is 
good, but as to get any shelter it is necessary to anchor in close proximity 
to the *hore, a berth further to the southward is to be preferred. 

The east shore of the bay, based on layers of flat limestone rocks, is low 
and unvaried in appearance. Kilglass church tower, with Rathlee tower 
ataudiug near Lenadoon point, are its only conspicuous objects. Lenadoon 
point is low and foul all round, with patches of 2 fathoms water at the dis- 
tance oi' half a mile from the shore. In bad weather the sea breaks beyond 
this, reuvloring it necessary to give the point a wide berth in passing. 

ST« YATrnxcoL mocxs, lying near the west shore, ai*e the principal 
dangers of the bay^ and as they are much in the way of yessels from the 
westward bound to Killala harbour, they ought to be marked by a perch. The 
northern rock, covered at high water springs only, is about 3 cables in extent, 
and lies 1 \ miles to the southward of Kilcummin head. The southern rock, 
lying a mile further in the same line of direction from £jlcummin head, 
oovers at half tide, and is connected with Ross point by a reef, nearly dry 
at low water springs. To the westwainl of the latter there is another rock, 
covered at 2 hoiurs tiooil, together forming an extensive field of danger, 
more than a mile in length, in a north and south direction, and extending 
a mile to tlie eastward of Boss point, the nearest point of the shore. To 
dear those rocks, coming from the westward, Lackan head must be kept 
o|H>n of Kilcummiu head, until Killala Bound tower opens to the eastward 
of the south stmdy [voint of Koss. The first is a very wide mark, leading 
a mile to the eastward of the south rock, but there is no safer or more 
explicit one for strangers. 

AircBOSAOB. — Vessels waiting for tide to cross Killala bar, or enter 
Moy river, may bring up between the former and St. Patrick rocks. 
A good berth will be found with the Bound tower just open to the left of 
the south point of Boss, the same mark as for clearing the rocks, and Castle- 
nageeha just open north of Boss pointy in 4 or 5 fathoms water, on dark 
muddy sand. This is where men-of-war usually anchor, but a very heavy 
sea tumbles in, in bad weather. 

TTTiT./iTiA BARBoro is obstructed by a bar, with about 3 feet water 
over it at low water springs. The channel is narrow, and the marks for it 



* See Flan of Sligo and Killala bajs, No. 2,767 ; scale, m^l-25 inches. 
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ill defihed and difflculit of recognition bj a stranger, retidering the assistiance 
of a pilot indispensable for its safe navigation. Killala quay is well adapted 
for taking in or discharging cargo, but is not available for yessela above 
9 feet draught. Its proximity to the sea renders it more easily accessible 
than the neighbouring port of Ballina, and its bar is less exposed to the 
swell of the ocean, and not of such dangerous formation as the bar of the 
M07 river ; but although possessmg greater natural advantages the trade of 
Killala is much inferior to that of Ballina. 

To enter the harbour, after clearing St. Patrick rocks, steer to the 
southward until a three chimney cottage standing on the land to the north 
of the town comes into view, when it must be brought over the middle of 
a long sandy saddle that will appear to the southward of the south point 
of Boss, S.S.W. f W., and being kept in this line of dh-ection will lead 
over the bar in the best water, 14 feet at high water springs, and 1 1 feet 
at neaps ; and as far up nearly as the Coastguard boat-house, abreast of 
which is the lower pool, where a vessel may anchor in about 12 feet at low 
water. A good deal of sea runs into this anchorage at high water, but 
beyond it no useful directions can be given. 

Tbe szvBR MOT has a bar at its entrance with about the same depth 
of water over it as the bar of Killala harbour, namely 3 feet, but on 
account of the heavy swell it is subject to, and the quicksand nature of its 
banks, it is more dangerous to navigation. Two perches erected on West 
Bartragh sand hills, the outer one with a triangle on it, when brought in 
line lead over the best water on the bar. Having passed it the navigation 
is defined by buoys, which however are not placed in any order ; some being 
on the sides of the channel, and others iii the middle, while all are painted 
black. 

About 4 miles from the entrance, near a place called Flott, off which 
there is a perch, the river becomes very shallow, with not more than 2 feet 
at' low water, and consequently not navigable for a vessel drawing more 
than 10 feet. 

The quay, situated two miles below Ballina, i» commodious ; vessels 
alongside it lie aground at low water. A little above . it is the salmon 
curing establishment furnishing one of the principal exports of the place. 
From this, nearly all the way to Ballina, the bed of the river is composed 
of iinaestone rock, forming at intervals dams, or ledges, which prevents the 
river from ever becoming dry. 

Ballina^ situated on the river Moy, about 7 miles from the sea, is the 
greisit mart of north Mayo, and its salmon fishery is very considerable. In 
1860 the arrivals amounted to 100 vessels of 8,782 tons, and the customs 
duties to 7,129/. Population in 1^60, 5,452. 

VZXiOTS .board off St. Patrick rocks on the usual signal being made^ 
and a steam tug may be procured from Ballina. 
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TWamm^ — ^It U bigli wmtcr in Killak bay at o h. 22 m. Springs rise 
1(^ feet ; iie«p6» 8 feet 

CTH # SAY comprehends the deep bight lying to the eastward of 
SaDala bar, between Lenadoon point on the west, and Ballyconnel point 
M the east, bcwing from each other £. bj S. and W. by N. 13^ miles 
At the head of this bight are the three shallow inlets of Bally- 
baT« Sligo harbour* and Dnuncliff bay. The south shore, called 
the Tienght shore^ from the barony of that name, is generally low and 
iockT« bat rising in the interior to elevations of 1768 feet on the Ox and 
Sliere Gamph mountains^ 

TVe moantain ieatnres snnrounding Sligo liay are peculiarly striking, 
a»d posee<9$ a singufaurly bold outline. On the peninsula separating Bally- 
ndare bay and Sligo harbour, rises the Tory remarkable solitary limestone 
■Kwntain of Knocknarea (hill of the king), its flat summit crowned by an 
ancMi twmultts or caunu 1>0I>7 feet above the sea, and its ^des breaking 
into precipitoas etscarpments around the north and west. 

From Lenadoon point to the eastward, as far as Cooanmore poiut^ a 
di»tan«^ i>f 4 miU>^ the shore u? foul half a mile oK At this distance from 
the latter point there are patches with only 3 or 4 feet water. Knock- 
narea cairn kept well open of Aughris head, S.E. j^ £., leads to the north- 
ward of them* 

The bi^t lying between Cooanmore point, and Aughris head, called 
Ikomore l^ty, is foul near the shores with rocky bottom throughout, except 
on the eastern side^ where there is a sandy tract about a mile in length, 
extending half a mile from the shore, aflbrding anchorage for a vessel 
with i>il* shore winds^ in 6 fathoms iK-ater, with Aughris head bearing 
Ki^ and the western termination of Aughris clitic South, a third of a mile 

oft shi>^\ 

IVlluadiYva knlge^ <i rocky shoal with 3^ fathoms near its extremity, 

extends 7 cables out ft^^t the bottom of Dromcn^ bay. Cairownably tower, 

a c\nis|^o\H>us signal tower on the west side of the Imiv, seen over the clif^ 

tenuinatii>n of Douaghiutraine |H>iut W. by N.« leads outside it« 

Aughris head, 130 feet high« is bold and cliffy. Off its eastern point, at 

a cable distance, are the Carrickananfy rocks, covered at high water neaps, 

and steep-to. Aughris hole, a small bay on the east side of the head, 

aflbrds shelter to Ashing craft with off shore winds, but is subject to a heavy 

ground swell with westerly gales. Detached rocks, uncovered at low water, 

extend some distance to the westward of Carrickfadda rock, its eastern 

limit. A vessel should therefore anchor well over towards the western 

shore. 

The bight to the eastward of Carrickfadda is foul near the shore; in 
front of it lies the Pollock bank, with 5 and 6 fathoms water, and oft 
Benwee point, at the east end of the bight^ the sea breaks at the distance 
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of a quarter of a mile off. In passing this point the southern foot of Knock- 
narea mountain should be kept well open of Derkmore point. Following 
the shore for a mile further to the eastward we come to the entrance of 
Balljsadare bay. 

BA&&TSAB AAB BAT^ an extensive inlet, choked with sand banks, with 
narrow tortuous channels winding among them, affords secure anchorage 
for 2 or 3 small vessels in Portcurry pool, just within the entrance, but 
should never be attempted by any vessel without the assistance of an 
experienced pilot. The entering channel, 1^ miles long, is veiy narrow, 
and lies exposed to the north-west swell, which generally breaks on the 
dangerous sands that form its eastern boundary. Its tides are rapid, 
averaging from 4 to 5 knots on springs. On the part called the bar, 
abreast of Marleys point, the channel is contracted to a width of 50 yards 
only, with 13 feet in it at low water, and 8 to 11 on each side of it. In the 
absence of well defined leading marks the latter depth is all that can be 
depended on,* 

Carrowdough sand spit, forming the eastern side of the channel, uncovers 
at springs out to its edge. The dangerous shoals of Traghbaun are formed 
by a prolongation of this spit to the northward, and have only 4 feet water 
near their northern extreme. Aughris head hill kept open of Benwee 
point, N. W. by W. ^ W., leads to the northward of them. 

There are no buoys to mark the channel, but two temporary black 
beacons were erected on the western shore, which brought in line 
bearing S. by W. ^ W. led through it until abreast of the Coastguard 
boat-house, where a vessel might anchor if necessary in Portavaud road, 
with the boat-house bearing W. by N., in 4 fathoms water. A third 
beacon, painted white, brought in line with the east corner of the boat- 
house N.W. I N., led from this to the anchorage in Portcurry pool, 
where a vessel might moor in 3 or 4 fathoms, muddy bottom, with the 
leading marks on, and a conspicuous green rath just open of the south end 
of Portavaud point, bearing W. ^ N. Another mark for the entrance is 
the remarkable rock of Can-icknasheoge, situated on the summit of a 
distant ridge, in line with Portavaud point bearing South, but Portavaud 
point can rarely be made out, and when it is seen this mark only leads to 
the narrows abreast of Marleys point, after which, if the beacons are 
down, the seaman must use his judgment in keeping the channel. With 
the assistance of a skilful pilot small vessels may go up to the mills at 
Ballysadare at high water ; it will be necessary for him, however, to watch 
the changes that from time to time occur in the channels, and place 



* See Plans, Ballysadare bay, No. 2,838 ; scale, m » 6 inches ; and Sligo and Bally- 
sadare harbours, No. 2,729; scale, m « 3 inches. 
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liiaipdfary stakes for Eis gtiidiuice, urtftrbut- Which it Will W***illifiost 
imposkible to iOireadiibeir winding^^ ' ' ' '" ., ,. 

— Black rock light-house, on the south side of the entrance to 



Sligo harbour, exhibits 9, fixed white light at an elevation of 79 feet above 
high water, visible in clear weather 13 'milfes, and serves as a guide to the 
harboui* and for clearing the dangers in the'a'pproach to it. Slack rock 
uncovers for a cable and a half to the westward of the light-house ; to the 
eastward it is connected with the north point of Conc^ island, from which 
it is a inile distant, by a narrow ridge of sand and gravel, the greatei^ part 
of which uncovers at low water springs. '^•' 

' Oyster island light-houses, situated within the entrance, bear from iBach 
N. W. by N. and S.E. by S., 496 feet apart. Each exhibits a fixed white 
light, the outer one at an elevation of ^40 feet, the' inner 49 feet above the 
sea. When within the bar these lights in line lead through the entering 
channel of the harbour. 

B&zmD socx, a rocky shoal with 10 feet water^ lies thi^-quarters of 
a mile S.W. J S. from iBlack rock light-house, and breaks heavily wh^n 
the sea is up. To clear it keep the west side of Lissadill trees open to the 
westward of Black rock light-house N.E, by E. 

Tbe umOB, a. rocky shoal with 29 feet water, lies in the middle of ike 
entrance to Sligo bay, between Aughris head and the Seal rocks, and is 
dangei*ous in stormy weather from the heavy breakers whioh then occur 
on it. Black rock light-house, in line with a remarkable nob on Copes 
piountain, E. by S. f S., leads to the southward of the LedgOj and the 
north end of Coney island kept open to the northward of Utie li^t-house 
S.£. f £., leads to the northward of it. To the southward of* the Ledge 
the soundings are regular, with a maximum depth of 13^ fathoms, sandy 
bottom. To the northward of it the bottom is very irregular, with rocky 
patches of 8 aijid lOifathoms, and 15 fathoms between ihem« 

On the northern side of the entrance to Sligo bay the, navigation is 
bounded by Ardboline iidand and the Seal rocks lying off Dooneragh point. 
The former is a small grassy island with cliffy shores 54 feet high, and is 
oleai* of outlying danger* Dooneragh pointy forming the southern projec- 
tion of Ballyoounel point, is* remarkable for a castellated modern building 
Btanding on its extremity, and for the solitary hill of Enoddane, 178 feet 
high, with a coined telegraph tower near its conical summit* 

* SXAXi sbolLS 116 nearly a mile to the southward of Ardboline island, 
and with the exception of two small spots near their south end, which 
serve to mark their position, are covered at high water. Foul ground 
extcndfe for a cable to the southward of the highest part ; tb the northeast 
of it are several scattered rocks, visible at low water. Between these and 
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t&e'iilibre, ifi^^dii^c^it)& V>f Snocklane hill, lies' Portahagh )^ock, dbvered 
hi high watef , Ahd HorBe island, with intervening^ narrow channels leading 
into Brown bay. • :. i 

~ Aborat a mile south-east of Seal rocks is the peninstilar point of Baghly, 
rising to the height of 90 feet above the sea, and . connected by a neck 
of (^nglB'With the sandy beach within it Between it and Seal rocks is 
Brown bay, where a vessel may lie with off-shore winds to wait for tide 
to cross Sligo bar. The outer part of the bay has rocky bottom, but by 
bringing Knockn^rea c^n in line with the western sid^ of Eaghly point, 
S« I E., and the Coastguard flagstaff in line with the nose of Benbulben, 
E. by S., a vessel may anchor on sandy bottom in 7 fathoms water. 

"WKBAT aooXi — ^The western shore of Raghly is clear of danger, but to 
the south-west and south dangerous rocks extend for a considerable dis- 
tance. The westernmost of these, called the Wheat rock, lying W. ^ N., 
4 cables from the south point of Raghly, dries at low water springs, and is 
marked hy a black buoy, moored 2^ cables to the southward of the rock, 
in 8 fathon^ water, with Oyster island light-houses shut in by the north 
poifii 6f. Coney island.- The east; side of Enocklane ' hill kept open of 
Rfl^hlyleluiis to 'the westward of the rock; and Oyster island light-houses 
just within the horth end of Coney island, S.E. j; £., leads to the 
siathward of it. To cle^* it at night the lights niust be hidden behind the 
aame^oint, and with s, heavy swell running Black rook light^must not be 
brought to. the' southward of S.E. The buoy having been frequently 
washediawa7^ it was attempted to. fbc: an iron perch on^the rock, but in 
consequence of its* loose foimation the stays could not be properly secured, 
and 4he perch fell. *• 

JUkdBXi'r uMrdB, with but 2 feet water, forms the extremity of a reef 
ilM extends 2 J cables, S! bjr E., from the south pdint of Raghly. The 
infter portion of the xee^ called the Bird rocks, uticovers at h^lf tide. Its 
southern point is steep-to, with 6'fathoias immediately outside it, and is 
marked by a-fi/acii buoy, which is partictdarly useful from the necessity of 
Haliling shai'p round 'fhe -shOal to pick up a berth in Raghly road. 

sA(»8l«'i^ ttOAD, on the east side of Raghly point, derives shelter from 
the Bird rocks and ledge, which inaterially break the violence of the 
westerly swells so that a vessel with good ground iactle niight'ride out a 
fresh gale froni that quarter. Should the buoy on the ledge be gone, 
vessels runiiing into this ailchorage must not haul up to the' northward 
until the Coastguard flagstaff is seen to the eastward pf the Lodge bearing 
North. Anchor with the flagstaff over the eastern sidie of R^lily N. J W., 
and the western ' side of Raghly ' shutting in with it^ south point, in 

3 fathoms sandy bottom. ' Tessels under 9 feet ' draught may run a little 

■ ' ' 'II"", .I".'' .' (• .'*- 

further in, but it soon becomes very shallow, and continues so all the way 
to Ardtermon strand. 
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There] is a small pier harbour within the south point of Raghlj, dry at 
low water, and for a short distance beyond it^ but with 9 or 10 feet along- 
side it at high water springs. 

VI&OT8, — The village of Raghly, situated on the isthmus, contains the 
dwellings of the pilots, who usually board off the Wheat rock, and conduct 
the vessel over the bar as ^ as Bungan buoy, where they are super- 
seded by river pilots. 

There are two steam tugs for the service of the port. 

S&IOO BARBomt is an extensive inlet, nearly all dry at low water, 
with a narrow channel along the north shore that admits vessels of about 
14 feet draught to go up to the quays of Sligo at high water. 

The approach lying to the northward of Black rock crosses an extensive 
flat called the bar, that stretches across from the light-house to the sands 
of Dromcliff bay, and is subject to a heavy breaking sea with westerly 
gales. The deepest water over the bar, 13 feet at low water, is defined by 
buoys, black to the northward and red to the southward, which, however, 
are not to be depended on, as they oflen break adrift. Within the bar the 
water deepens to 18 and 20 feet in the large clear space called Pooldoy, 
where a vessel may anchor in moderate weather to wait for tide to enter 
the harbour. Oyster island lights in line S.E. by S. lead through the 
entering channel and to the Metal man rock, a dangerous half-tide rock, 
marked by a stone beacon surmounted by the figure of a man, to be left on 
the starboard hand when entering. Abreast of this the channel is less 
than half a cable in width, and the navigation becomes so difficult from the 
rapid tide that it is impossible for a stranger to proceed even thus far 
without the assistance of a pilot. « 

The reach between Oyster island and Ross point, nearly half Ja mile 
long and half a cable wide, affords anchorage in 18 and 20 feet water ; but 
the tide is strong, about 3 knots an hour, and the holding ground not good; 
the latter defect, however, is partly remedied by mooring-posts placed along 
each shore, to one of which every vessel anchoring here should run a warp. 
At the upper end of Oyster island, the channel, marked by buoys and 
perches, is abruptly turned to the southward by the Blennick, a dangerous 
rocky shoal projecting from the* shore, and uncovered at low water. Above 
this is the Pool, about half a mile long and half a cable wide, with from 
13 to 22 feet water, where wind-bound vessels and those of too great 
draught to go up to the quay usually lie. From the Pool to the quays the 
channel is very shallow, but has been greatly improved of late by^the 
erection of guide- walls and the use of the steam dredge. 

The town of Sligo stands at the head of the inlet, about 4^ miles from 
the sea, on both sides of the river Carvogue, which discharges the super' 
fluous waters of Lough Gill. Its manufactures are linen, muslin, flour, 
meal, and beer, and there is a productive salmon fishery in the river. 
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The principal quay, called the ballast quay, is 2,250 feet long ; the 
custom-house and old quays afford about 1,370 foet more. It has regular 
steam communication with Liverpool and Glasgow, In 1860 the arrivals 
were 304 vessels, of 27,168 tons burthen. There belonged to the port 34 
sailing vessels, of 4,500 tons ; and 3 steamers, of 269 tons. The customs, 
revenue was 21,188//; the harbour revenue, about 2,800/. Population 
13,361. 

TZBB8. — It is high water at Oyster island on full and change, at 
5 h. 23 m. Springs rise 11^ feet ; neaps, 8^. 

BZRBOTZOBrs. — To enter Sligo harbour, bring the right side of Ben- 
bulben hump over the north side of Lower Rosses point E. | S., and it 
will lead over the bar in the deepest water, 13 feet at low water, until 
Oyster island lights come* in line S.E. by S., when haul up for them, and 
they will lead through the entering channel right up to the Metal man, 
to pass which is a most critical part of the navigation. The sandy beach 
of the main abreast of the Metal man is very steep-to, and the line of the 
leading lights approaches it to the distance of 30 yards. Care must there- 
fore be taken not to open the high light to the ejistward of the low one. 
On the other hand, the flood stream sets with great force towards the 
Metal man, rendering it necessary to hug the shore of the main as closely 
as possible, and to keep good way on the vessel while passing through this 
narrow part of the channel. Arrived abreast of Ross point, a vessel may 
anchor in the middle of the channel and moor with a warp to one of the 
posts on either side. No available directions can be given for the in- 
tricate navigation between this and Sligo quays, and no stranger would 
be justified in coming thus far without the assistance of a local pilot, who 
can always be obtained from Raghly on making the usual signal. 

A stranger arriving off the port at night must wait for daylight to enter, 
and by keeping without the depth of 20 fathoms, will be in a position of 
safety. If compelled by stress of weather or other causes to run for the 
harbour before daylight, he must endeavour to keep an offing until he has 
water over the bar ; and as there are no leading marks to direct him to the 
deepest channel at night, he cannot depend on carrying more than 10 or 
1 1 feet over it at low water. If from the northward, care must be taken 
to avoid the Wheat rock, by keeping Oyster island lights just shut in 
behind Coney island. When past this danger, which may generally be 
known by the bearing of Raghly, as it must be densely thick when the 
loom of it cannot be seen, open out the lights again, and keep them as nearly 
as possible on a S.E. bearing, until Black rock light bears S.S.E., when 
the vessel will be close to Drumcliff spit end, and must steer E. by S. 
until Oyster island lights come in line S.E. by S., which will lead her 
straight up the channel to the Metal man. From the westward be careful 
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not to come within a quarter of a mile o£ piack rock ]i^iirhovm,Mifi^G 
fovl groand axtenda fully 2 cables from it The coiq^e must, now vl^ 
regulated faj the distance at which the light is passed, carebeing taken iM»i 
to haul up too sooUf in order to avoid Bnngar spi^/xm the northeiv jMr^b^ 
jection of which there is 11 or 12 feet water.. ,lYhe|^j[)^ter island light ,, 
ajre brought in line, haul up for them, and proceed as b^pre di^ectecU , .- ^i 
BmvMC&m BAT, on the north side of the entrance to Sligo harbom*^ 
is choked witibi sand-banks, and dries at low water, with the exception of a 
narrow channel winding through it^ the entran^^ to which is obstructed J>7 
a bar of ^ or 3 feet water, and in the absence of.buojs or beacons, is 
not navigable by strangers. 

BOVBOiAB BAT, between BaUyconnel point on thi^ s(^th, ajt^d Batl^Hia 

O'Bime island on the north is 20 miles wide^ o^d pen,etn4es'the Ifmd injui 

E.S.E. direction to a distance of 22 miles. Jts most conspicuoi:^ r%ti4r^ 

are Slieve Iieagne mountain on the north, and ,tbe mountain J^ange^ of 

Slievemore and Keeloges on the^soutlt^ shore. The letter, rise frpm the 

comparatively low lands near the coast to the heights of 2,10Q;i|nd,l,70Q 

feet above the sea. On the north, the noble Sliev^ League rises from the 

water's edge, in magnificent predpic^ to the height of h^'SO feet. .It 

afibrds no safe anchorage for large ships, but vessels of moderate draught 

find perfect security iu Killybegs harbour, on the north shore. Inver bay 

aUo afioixU a secure roadstead. Donegal harbour, at the head of the bay, 

Admits rewela of 16 feet draught at hiyjh water, and under favourabLe 

oirt'umstancoa small ^-essels of light draught are enabled to enter Bally- 

nhaunou harbour on the south shore.* . . 

, m^jnmw m mm.—The deepest water is found on the north side of .the ife.y> 
wh^MV iht^re is a depth of 45 fathoms^ at a mile fi-om Rathlin O'Bime. 
i4aiHt On this side also there is a clear bottom of fine grey sand and 
u^usl I on the south side coarse ground stretches half-way. across from. 
KiUala bay towards Rathlin O'Bime island, with irregtilar soundings of 
SO to 80 fathoms. To the eastward of Inishmun^y, *he bottom is every- 
where clean, with regular soundings on fine Igrey. mu^y sand, admirably 

i^dapted fot trawling. 

• ■"""" *■-'"..• 

xsrxsBMnmKAT, a small island, with outlying dangerous ixwsks to the 
northward of it, and a clear passage between it and the^ south shore' of the 
bay, lies N.N-E: | E. 4 miles from Ballyconnel point, ^tid 3 iriifes ft-om' 
Streedagh point, the nearest 'part of the shore alfreast. The isl6Jffd is 
about a mile long and 66 feet high, bounded by low clifis based 6)i a rocky ^ 
foreshore. Its eastern end, cailled Rue point, terminaltes in a stony spit 
which is prolonged in shaUows of 12'aaid 18 fefet wa;ter,to the distance oi" 



i. f'i .'i; 1, 



♦ See Plan, Donegal bay, No;fi,702 > scale, w « i -25 incfaes. 
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thre^ . quarters of a.xnile froi];! the ppiot. Another rock, f^th 9 feet 'v^^.tei^ 
lies 6 cables N.N.E. from the point Ardboline island^ touching Ballj* 
coniiel pointy leads to the eastward of these shoals, and Sheeajs hill "v^ell 
open of Mullaghmore head E. bj S. leads to the northward of them. . 

BOMOBa mooXB lie one and three quarter miles to the northward of 
Inishmurray, and are about a mile and a quarter in length. The highest 
rock, near the ea^tend of the cluster, is 25 feet above high water ; other 
portions uncover at half tide, and some never appear, Shaddao rock, the 
westernmost of the cluster, is steep-to, with 80 fathoms water half a mile 
to the north-west of it. Knocknarea mountain well open to the westward 
of Inishmurray leads to th^ westward of these rocks, and the same mountain 
kept open to the eastward of Inishmurray leads to the eastward, of them. 
By night, St. Johns point light must not be brought to the northward of 
East, or Rathlin O'Bime light to the northward of N. by £., while in their 
vicinity. The passage between Bomore rocks and Inishmurray is a mile 
wide, with no danger in the fairway. ' 

The south shore of the bay, from Ballyconnel point to the eastward, 'M 
far as Mullaghmore head, a distance of 11 miles in an E. by N. \ N. 
direction is foulj and has several outlying dailgers. A reef called Cloonagh: 
bar extends from Ballyconnel point in a direction parallel to the shore for 
4 miles, and is very steep- to, the water shoaling abruptly from 16 fathoms 
to a few feet in some places. On the outer edge of the reef, at 1-| miles 
from the poinl^ and three quarters of a mile from the shore abreast, there is 
a dangerous rock called Black Bull, which uncovers on last quarter ebb, 
and has IB fathoms water immediately outside it. In stormy weather the 
sea breaks along the whole line of the reef. Ardboline island kept open* 
of Ballyconnel point leads well clear of it. ■ 

Streedagh point, about midway between Ballyconnel point and Mullagh- 
more head, and composed of sand-hills, some of which exceed a hundred 
feet in height, has a rocky spit extending nearly half a mile from it, to 
clear which the summit of Dorinish island must be kept open to the north-* 
ward of Black rock, bearing E.S.E. 

Dorinish island forms the western side of the entrance to Milk haven, a 
narrow creek, with but 2 feet water at its entrance, running parallel to the 
shore for about three miles 1o the westward of the island, and nearly all 
dry at low water. Its narrow and intricate chanilel has a pool of 12 feet 
water inside Dorinish island, where fishing craft may He in perfect securily. 
As it cannot be navigated without a pilot, no directions need be given for 
it. Several dangexous rocks lie off the entrance of Milk haven ; . the most 
outlying of these are Bulligmore and Bulligbeg, the former at about a mile 
from the shore, and both with 10 feet water over them. Within these are 
Carricknaspania «nd Carricknaneame rocks, both covered at high water. 
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To dear these daogers, keep Knockljuie well open of Streedagli point, or 
Managkmore hill weU outside Bosskeengli point. 

BoflBkeen^ m low cli^ point, jots oot from the sand-ccfvered shore, 
with rofkj pitmgs extending a qoarter of a mile bejond its blnff termi- 
nation. At a similar distance from its south side there are seyeral rocky 
patches, with 5 to 6 feet water over tiiem. 

Mi n b 'L A U M M^ MM MXA9, 198 feet high, with a miDed tel^raph tow^* 
on its north side, has several rocks off its north-east extremity, lying at 
the distance of 2 cables from the cliffs, some of which are covered only at 
high spring tides. Outside these foul ground extends a quiuter of a mile 
further, and is steep-to. Care, therefore, must be observed, when rounding 
the head, to give it a wide berth, and not to approach it nearer than half a 
mile in the finest weather. The roadstead and pier harbour are on the 
south-east side of the head. The latter admits vessels of 10 feet draught, 
but is subject to a destructive ground swell with westerly gales. Small 
vessels may anchor in the roads, in firom 2 to 3 &thoms water, with 
Slieve League touching MuUaghmore head; but with westerly gales the 
sea breaks all over the shallow anchorage. It is nevertheless the only 
anchorage between Sligo and Donegal harbours, and during the summer 
months may be considered generally safe. 

From MuUaghmore head St. John's point bears N.N.E. ^ E. 6 miles. 
With the exception of Carrickfad rocks, the whole space within this line 
is very free from hidden danger ; but it is exposed to a heavy swell from 
the Atlantic. Immediately in the vicinity of the shores, the bottom is 
foul, but in other parts consists entirely of sand and mud, with regular 
soundings, the deepest water, 34 fathoms, being on the north shore, near 
St Johns point. 

From MuUaghmore head to Ardara point, 6 miles to the eastward, the 
coast, composed of low cUffs based on a rocky foreshore, sends out rocky 
prongs to a distance of 3 cables. To clear these, Ballyshannon church 
tower must be kept open of Ardara point. Ardara point is moderately 
bold-to. In a little cove on its west side stands the viUage of Bundoran, a 
favourite watering place, To the eastward of it commences the long 
sandy shore called TuUan strand, rising into sand-hills from one to two 
hundred feet high, which terminate at Pinner point, on the south side of 
the entrance to Ballyshannon harbour. 

MAJATmwUkMMOM mAMMOWBL. — Kildoney point, on the north side of 
the entrance of this inlet, and 2^ miles N.£. ^ N. from Ardara point, ter- 
minates in sloping earthy cliffs, 90 feet high, and is remarkable for its 
greenish hue. A prong of slaty rocks projects from it 4 cables in a 
W.N.W. direction, the outer end of which, Cfdled Illaunee, consists of 
dotaohed rocka that uncover about 3 feet at low water ; but the main part 
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of the spit shows a little before half ebb. Another prong from Eildooney 
point takes a S.S.W. direction for two-thirds of a mile, and ends in a large 
heap of stones called the North rock, uncovered 3 feet at low water* 
Immediately opposite to these stones, in the same S.S.W. direction, and 
300 feet distant, stands a similar heap, called the South rock, terminating 
the great sandy fiat of Tullan strand, that projects in a northerly direction 
from Pinner point, and covers at high water.* 

Through the broad opening between Pinner and Kildoney points, the 
river Erne empties itself into the sea ; but the channel into the river, or, 
as it is usually called, the bar of Bally shannon, is confined to the narrow 
gorge between the above-mentioned clusters of stones — ^the North and 
South rocks. 

The entrance to Ballyshannon is perhaps as dangerous as any harbour 
can well be that is at all navigable. In 1836 a largo expense was incurred 
in an attempt to improve it, but comparing the Admiralty survey made in 
1852 with that executed by Captain Mudge a short time before the works 
were commenced, it will be seen that the condition of the bar is even 
worse than it was. 

It is much to be regretted that one of the most extensive inland water 
communications in Ireland should not have a better outlet ; but while it is 
confined to its present narrow rocky gorge, on which the scouring force of 
the river can make no impression, it is not probable that it ever will be 
much better. 

Half a mile outside the bur there are 5 fathoms water, on a clean sandy 
bottom ; from thence it shoals gradually inwards to 9 feet, where the sea 
generally begins to break, and where the bar may be said to begin. The 
channel rapidly decreases in breadth to about 100 yards between the rocks, 
with only 3^ feet in it at low water springs, and continues of this breadth 
and depth for half a mile in a southerly direction before it again deepens 
to 9 or 10 feet, which is its average depth for the next 2 miles. 

It has been already stated that the low sandy fiat surrounding Pinner 
point is covered at high water. When the wind blows strongly from 
between W.S.W. and N.N.W. the surf rolls furiously over it, and sweeping 
across the channel, takes a vessel going up the river on her starboard 
broadside, and strikes her from her course. In such a narrow space as a 
hundred yards, it is obvious that such another blow, before she can recover 
her course, must inevitably throw her on the lee bank ; and there, in fact, 
have almost all the victims of this bar been wrecked. 

As spring tides rise only 11 feet, and as allowance must bo made for the 
heavy swell, it is not prudent for vessels drawing more than 10 feet to 



* See Plan, BallyBhannon harbour, No. 1,120 ; icale, m s 6*8 inches. 
20532. L 
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attemi^t the bar ; but there are other drcumfttaaces ahuost equally ncto^&r 
0ary to ensure its safe passage by l^ sailing Vessel, sudi ia a leading" wind, a 
tolerably smooth bar, and daylight. Unfortunately these do not very c^ten 
Occur together ; for the leading wind raises the sea cm the bar, and in 
winter the high water of spring-tides takes place before daylight or after 
dark ; vessels, unaided by steam, must therefore patiently abide their time. 

In all cases a pilot is indispensable ; for, besides the nervous jefiect of the 
8urf on the mind of a stranger, the channel frequently shifts, particularly 
after continued rain, when the freshes poured down hj the lakes are 
met by the heavy Atlantic swell. In summer, vessels may freely stand in' 
towards the bar in order to pick up a pilot; but the surf or other acci- 
dents might prevent his coming off; in which case, and perhaps always in 
winter, it would be wise to proceed to Donegal harbour, or, still better, to 
Elillybegs, and to send overland to Ballyshannon for a pHot, if none should 
happen to be at either of those places. There is an instance on record of 
a vessel having been actually detained at Killybegs for three months before 
the wind, the bar, and the period of the tide, permitted the pilot to enter 
the river. 

After what has been said, it would be worse than useless to give any 
detailed directions or marks, as they might perhaps lead some imprudent 
person to venture in without a pilot. It ynW therefore be sufficient to 
add, that from the bar up to the town the channel, though winding, is 
free from much obstruction, and is well marked by poles and perches ; 
and though it offers nowhere a cable of navigable breadth, it carries 
10 or 12 feet in depth up to the quays of the town, where there are from 
d to 5 fathoms^ and room for a considerable number of vessels, 
t The town of Ballyshannon stands on the steep slope of the northern 
bank of the river, nnd is connected by a bridge with the southern suburb 
called the Park. The church occupies a conspicuous position on the 
summit of Fort hill, at the west side of the town. On the east side, is the 
Roman Catholic church, distinguished by its spire. It carries on a valuable 
fishery in salmon and eels, and is the largest town in the county of Donegal. 

TXBB8. — ^It is high watei* at Bally shantioti on full' and change at 
5h. 18 m. Springs rise 11| feet; neaps, 8| feet. At the town the rise is 
about a foot less, and the time of high water a little earlier ; but the 9o6d 
runs in only 4 hours, and when the freshes are strong, only 3 lours. From 
the bar half way up to the town, spring tides AoV at the rate of 2 knots, 
but decrease gradually to half a knot in the upper reiaches of the river hear 
the quays ; and after heavy rain the freshes run over the flood and occa- 
sion a constant ebb. With neap tides there is little or ho perceptible 
stream of flood. 

The ebb of spring tides begins to run out about an hour before it is high 
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water bj the shore^i and so continues till the first quarter of the ensuing 
floods or till the water has risen 2 feet at the bar. Its rate varies from 3^ 
knots at the fii*st quarter to 5 at half ebb ; and from that time till near 
low water, it assumes, in gushing out over the bar, all the appearance of a 
rapid; or if it should there meet a lofty western swell and fresh wind, it 
casts up the>surf to.an incredible height, the spray forming a dense cloud, 
and hanging like a curtain over the entrance of the river. On leaving the 
bjar, the^ ebb sets along both shores, one branch taking the Kildoney side, 
and the other following the southern coast towards Sligo bay. 

XXLBAMMOW KpiP^K, .with 11 feet water, lies on the north side of 
Kildoney point, about 4 cables from the nearest shore. The three-peaked 
cliff of Keeloges mountain kept outside Kildoney point S.W. by S., leads 
to the westward of it ; and Kilbarron castle, a ruin near the shore, bearing 
S.E. by E., leads to the northward of it. Coolmore bay, lying to the east- 
ward of Kildoney pointy is a shallow, open bay, and may be approached by 
the lead. 

CAft&ioxvAB ttOCXB, a very extensive cluster, lie around Eossnow : 
lagh point, on the north side of Coolmore bay, and constitute the chief 
danger of Donegal bay. Their western extreme, lying W. by N. If 
miles from the point, terminates in two or three small rocks, called North 
and North-west rocks, that dry 2^ feet above low water springs. Within 
these, the reef uncovers at half ebb, and a short distance to the southward 
joins the shore on the south side of Eossnowlagh point. 

Three-quarters of a mile to the northward of the point, another portion, 
called Gores rocks, uncovers 2 feet above low water, with detached rocks 
stretching a mile outside it, the westernmost of which, lying 6 cables 
'N.E. by N. from North-west rock, has 3 J fathoms over it, and breaks in 
bad weather. ' The three-peaked cliff of Keeloges mountain kept open of 
Kildoney point S;W. by S. leads outside all these dangers; and the high 
cliff of Inishfkd bearing E.S.E. leads to the northward of them. At 
night, or when the marks are obscured, tack towards them in 9 fathoms. 
It would be a great boon to navigation if these dangers were marked by 
a perch or buoy placed off their western end. 

Inishfad diff, 118 feet high, rises from the shore at 2 miles to the east- 
ward of Rossnowlagh point, and represents a section of one of the numerous 
rounded hills that compose the general feature of the country. Here the 
broad sand bank of the Murragh commences, and curving round the 
head o^the bay to within a quarter of a mile of the opposite shore, affords 
shelter to the inlet of- Donegal harbour, lying within it. 

BOOBXir 90ZVT* on the north shore of the bay, lies opposite, and 3^ 
miles N.W. by N. from Eossnowlagh point, but the navigable space 
between them is contracted to less than a mile and a half in width by the 

L 2 
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Carriokfad rocks, and the rocky fore-shore around Doorm point. *The 
point situated at the extremity of the peninsula that separates Inver bay 
from the head of Donegal bay, terminates in a small cliffy peninsula about 
50 feet high, with a detached portion of cliff at its extremity called the 
Eagles nest. The Onion rocks rise from the rocky fore«shore near the 
point, and only cover on spring tides. The south shore of Doorin, as far 
as Salt hill to the eastward, is bounded by sloping grassy cliffs based on a 
broad rocky fore-shore, which near the point extends a quarter of a mile 
from the foot of the cliffs, and is clear of outlying danger. 

BOiraOAA BASBOVS, formed by a narrow channel winding through 
extensive sandbanks at the head of Donegal bay, affords secure anchorage 
for small vessels on the east side of Green island, 2^ miles within the 
entrance, and a good roadstead about halfway between these places off 
Salt hill quay, sheltered after half ebb by the Murragh sand spit. As far 
as Green island a depth of 10 feet may be carried at low water, and in 
some parts as much as 5 and 7 fathoms will be found. For half a mile 
above Green island there is not less than 7 feet in the channel, but from 
this to the town of Donegal, a distance of about If miles further it is very 
shallow, with not more than a foot water over a considerable portion of it. 
The town, situated at the head of the inlet, on the banks of the river Esk, 
is small and of little commercial importance. Vessels of 9 feet draught can 
go alongside its quay at high water.* 

The entrance of the harbour abreast of the Rock of Doorin is very 
narrow, its channel lying between the rocks extending from the shore and 
the Murragh spit, being only 350 feet wide, with a depth of 5 fathoms 
water. The outer rock, called Blind rock, lies 1-^ cables from Bock point, 
and covers at half flood, when its position is marked by a small iron perch. 
The Black rock lying between it and the shore is always visible. At three 
cables within the entrance the middle of the narrow channel is encumbered 
with a bank of 7 feet water, called the Old Oyster bed ; between it and the 
Murragh sands there is a gutter with 14 feet water, but in the total absence 
of buoys and leading marks it would be difficult for a vessel to find it, no 
dependence, therefore, can be placed on carrying more than 7 feet through 
the entrance at low water of a spring tide, but if the Oyster bed was buoyed 
a depth of 13 feet might be carried up to Salt hill road. 

Salt hill road affords anchorage for a number of small vessels, in from 
10 to 30 feet water, but when the banks are covered it is exposed to a heavy 
swell with westerly winds. At such times they may take shelter inside 
Salt hill quay, or run up to Green island. The quay extends out to high 
water springs, and admits vessels of 9 feet draught. At its inner end stands 
a walled enclosure or cattle pen, and on the rising ground within is 

* See Plan of Donegal harbour, No. 2,792 ; scale, nt a 6 inches. 
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Salt hill house. Nearly a mile to the eastward of these, standing nmong 
trees, is a mansion called the Hall, useful as a leading mark in making the 
entrance. 

At Green island vessels may anchor to the south-east of the island, in 
from 2 to 7 fathoms water, or running up past it may anchor under Ball 
hill in 2 fathoms water, and moor with a warp to one of the bollards on the 
shore. 

The Hall chimney, if not obscured by the foliage that surrounds it, 
brought over the middle of the Cattle pen, E. by N. ^ N., leads to the 
entrance of the harbour, and 200 feet to the southward of the Blind rock. 
A vessel will bo abreast of the latter when the vein of rock extending from 
the Rock of Doorin, on which the flag-staff stands, is end on; this vein is very 
distinct, forming a ridge like a thick broken wall Immediately on passing 
Blind rock, steer N.N.E. for a short distance to avoid Murragh spit. The 
channel then curves round to the eastward, but in the absence of buoys or 
beacons, no directions can be given that would enable a stranger to navi- 
gate it without the assistance of a pilot. 

TZBB8. — It is high water at Salt Hill quay on] full and change at 
5 h. 18 m. Springs rise 11^ feet ; neaps, 8^. At Donegal quay the rise 
is about a foot and a half less. 

BZBBOTZOirBd — ^Vessels bound to Donegal or Ballyshannon, should not 
run into the bay so late in the evening as to be left in it during a long 
winter's night. In summer there is but little danger in running in at any 
time ; but it is advisable ^at vessels bound to Ballyshannon should not 
run to leeward with a north-west wind, or any wind blowing upon that 
part of the bay, so as to make it a lee shore. It will be better to go to 
Killybegs, p. 169, or run into Inver bay, p. 170, or proceed up to Salt hill 
anchorage in Donegal harbour. In moderate weather they may anchor 
just outside the entrance to the latter, so that in the event of a westerly or 
south-west wind coming on to blow so hard as to render it unsafe, they 
might run into the harbour. 

All vessels must be particularly cautious in approaching the Carrickfad 
rocks not to come into less than 10 fathoms water, they are very trea- 
cherous, as they are steep-to, and the sea does not always break or even 
ripple on them, and there is no buoy or beacon to mark their position. 

BKA&zxmo&a, or Tsa&zir BaAO, is the general name given to the 
western termination of that fine bold mountainous promontory of Donegal 
that bounds the northern side of Donegal bay. 

Two miles and a third S. by W. J W. from Malinmore head is Malinbeg 
head, near which there is a single tower. The cliffs are from 200 to 300 
feet high, fringed with masses which have fallen down, and which near their 
southern extremity extend 4 cables into the sea. Between these headlands 
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the coast recedes a little to the eastward, forming what is called Malin bay ; 
altogether it is an iron-bound shore, without a practicable landing-place. 

RATBUir o'BXurs ZSKAITB, lying S.W. ^ W. 2 miles from Malm- 
more head, and 1 mile N.W. by W. from Malinbeg head, the nearest point 
of the main, is 6 cables ong from north to south, and about a third of h 
mile wide. On its western side are four rocky islets, and it is steep-tp 
all round, with no outlying danger. Some rude steps are cut in'^BilS 
shelving point to the south-west of the light-house, where a landing may be 
effected in moderate weather. 

There is a passage, or sound, between the island and the main, with from 
14 to 20 fathoms water. In sailing through keep nearest to the island, or 
keep Carrigan tower in line with Green rock, S.S.E. J B., until Glen tower 
comes over the Coastguard boat house in Malinmore cove, to avoid the 
rocks extending from the main. 

The stream runs through the sound for 8 or 9 hours to the northward, 
and only 3 or 4 in the contrary lirection. ' ^Sometimes there is no percep- 
tible movement to the southwar^l. The velocity at springs is about 1 J 
knots, but influenced more oif less by the winds. • - 

r 

&ZOBT. — ^Rathlin O'Bime' light-house stands on the west side of the 
island, on the verge of a cliff 70 feet high, arid exhibits at an elevation of 
116 feet, 2u fixed white light, visible in clear wefethet' 16" miles: The light 
shows red towards the mainland and south-eastward of the island. 

To the south-east of Malinbeg head there are two small bays, '^with 
detached rocks, lying from a cable to a cable and a' half off the cli& at 
their entrance. 

Carrigan head, surmounted by a Signal tower, lies S:S.E. ^ E., distant 
4^ miles from Malinbeg head, and 3^ miles S;E. \ E. frt>m it' is a pro- 
iection of the coast called Muckross point. 

Between Malinb^ and Carrigkn heads the shore id steep-to, with ftotii 
14 to 20 fathoms at the distance of a quarter of a mile, and is composed of 
bold majestic cliffs of nearly 1,000 feet elevation, with the noble moontain . 
called Slieve League rising above them. 

From Carrigan head to Muckross point there is no danger wfasfever 
except a shoal of 3^ fathoms that lies 2 cables west of the latter; neaiiy 
midway between them is Dundawoona point, round which to the north- 
ward lies Teelin bay or harbour, capable of aocommodatiiig small fishing 
Yessels only. It affords tolerable security in 2\ fothoms^ bat exposed to 
the south and south-west swell, which sometimes rolls in veiy heavily. 
Severe squalls and whirlwinds are conmion and foiioiis withncxlh-westerly 
winds. Another creek called Tawny bay lies dose to the eastward of 
this, but it is inisafe to lie in.* 

* iSte Plan of Teelin harbour on No. 2,793 ; seal^ m » 6 indieiL 
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lies between Muckroas and Dnunanoo points, the latter 
bearing from the former S.E. bj E. ^ E., 3^ miles, and. is entirely open top 
the west and south-westerly winds, consequently unfit for anchorage. The 
conspicuous white house of Fintra, backed by plantations, stands a short: 
distance within the sandy shore at the head of the bay. In front of the bay 
there are some dangerous rocks and islets that must be carefully avoided 
by vessels running along the shore towards Killybegs harbour. 

nrSBBBWi", the largest of these, is a small island 40 feet high, with a 
.shoal of from 4^ to 4 fathoms water extending to the southward and west- 
ward of it, connecting it with Manister rock, but is otherwise clear of 
danger. 

MAarZBTBtt ROOX, with 6 feet water, and a shoal of 3 to 4 fathoms 
oxtehdiug^'4 cablefe to. the southward of it. On which the sea often breaks, 
Kes half a mile, W.N.W., from the sumihit' })t Ihishduff; Dundawdona 
point, or the summit of Slieve League well open of Muckross point, lebds 
to the westward of these dangers ; and Farbreaga hill in line with Fintra 
Black rock, E. | N., leads to the southward of them. Inishduff should not 
be approached nearer than half a mile on its south side. 

vnrTXtA 8&AOX Roox, covered only at spring tides, lies three-quar- 
ters of a mile N.W. by W. ^ W. from Drumanoo point, and is about b, cable 
in length from east to west, and half that in breadth. Foul ground extends 
for half a mile to the south-west of it. The slioalest part of this, called 
Sharp rock, lying a quarter of a mile froni' Black rock, has but 6 feet water 
over it. Muckross point touching the north side of Inishduff leads well to 
the southward of it. But when there is much sea on it is necessary to give 
it a much wider beith, as there are other patches of foul ground with 8 and 
9 fathoms water over them, lying a mile to the south-west of Black rock. 
To clear these Dundawoona point, or the summit of Slieve League, must 

f * 

be kept well open of Muckross point, until Rotten island lighthouse opens 
of Drumanoo point. " 

&I08T8. — St. John point lighthouse, forming a prominent feature ^f 
Donegal bay, stands at the western extremity of the remarkable tongue of 
land that lies between Macs wine and Inver bays, and nearly opposite to 
MuUaghmore head oh the south shorfe, from which it bears N.N.E. J E. 
5| ihiles, and exhibits from a circular white tower, 47 feet high, a Jixed 
white light, at an elevation of 98 feet aboVe the sea, visible in clear weather 
14 miles. 

' Rotten island lighthouse, on the east side of the entrance to Eallybegs, 
exhibits a ^x€d white Ught at an elevation of 66 feet, visible in clear 
'leather 12 niileil; Previous to the el*ection of this light strangers had 
dijficultyat ttljght in discovering the tfarrow gorge of tibe harbour, which 
1^ obscured' uiid^er the bVeriihadotHhg hills,' 6nd thus became entrapped in 
ttte unsheltered bay of Macswine. 
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St John point is encumbered with dangerous shoals. On its north side 
fbree detached rocks extend to a distance of one-third of a mile, the outer 
of which, called Ck)nnellagh rock, uncovers at half tide, and has foul 
ground, with 4^ fathoms water 2 cables to the westward of it, and a sunken 
rock with 6 feet water, 1^ cables to the eastward of it. Ellamore point, 
the north-western elbow of St. John point, has a rocky spit projecting 2 
cables to the westward of it ; and half a mile to the eastward of it is 
Teague rock, uncovered at half ebb, and extending 1^ cables from the 
«hore. Ellamore shoal, with 7 fathoms water, lies W.N.W. nearly a mile 
from Ellamore point, and may be disregarded, unless a heavy sea is running, 
when it might break. 

BVXZiOCXMOSS, a dangerous rocky shoal, with but 7 feet water on 
its shoalest part, and marked by a black buoy moored in 10 &thoms water 
3 cables to the westward of it, lies one mile W.N.W. from St. John 
point, with a deep and clear channel between them. Fintra house, open 
of Boscoran point N.E. ^ N. leads to the westward of it. St. John 
mount, a little elevation to the eastwai'd of the light-hou^e, in line with the 
latter E. by S. leads to the southward ; and the light-house bearing 
S.E. ^ E. to the northward of it. To clear it by night, if bound to Killy- 
begs, Rotten island light should not be brought to the northward of 
E. by N. ^ N. until St. John light bears S.E. ^ E. To pass through the 
sound between it and St. John point, keep the sandy beach of Fintra just 
shut in with Drumanoo point, the latter bearing N.N.E., taking care to 
keep the lead going, and not come into less than 10 fathoms. Rotten 
island light bearing N.E. f E. will lead directly through the sound. But 
a stranger should not attempt this channel with a single bearing of a light 
for his only guide, when a slight error in his compass might lead to the 
most disastrous results. 

MACS'wnrB BAT lies between St. John and Drumanoo points, from 
whence it runs to the eastward about 4 miles, and is about 1^ miles wide. 
Killybegs harbour lies on its north side ; every other part consists of rocky 
shores, with reefs running off the points 2 or 3 cables. At the head of the 
bay is the small boat harbour of Bruckless, behind some rocky islands, 
where small craft find shelter or lie aground. Macswine bay is useless as 
an anchorage, and should be cautiously avoided in the winter* The bottom 
is rocky and uneven, and the swell in westerly winds sets very heavily 
into it, and breaks in many places with great violence. 

xx&&TBaoB BABBOITB. — ^On passing to the eastward of Drumanoo 
point, which is steep-to, the entrance to Killybegs harbour opens, and is at 
all times easily distinguished by the light-house on Rotten island. It 
a£K>rds perfect security against all winds and sea^ and will accommodate a 
large number of vessels of moderate draughty having from 2^ to 3^ fathoms 
wa^r, with muddy bottosy over a great portion of it. Vessels of heavier 
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draught may anchor in perfect security in the entrance abreast of Walker 
bay in 7 fathoms water, or further out abreast of Rotten island, in \vhat is 
called Man-of- War road, in 12 fathoms water ; but except for large sailing 
vessels who may require to put to sea at the shortest notice, the inner 
anchorages ai^e to be preferred.* 

Rotten island, with its light-house, stands on the south-east side of the 
entrance, and is steep-to and bounded by a cliff of about 60 feet elevation. 
Between it and the shore there is a narrow channel, with 6 feet water. 
Rough point, a low shingly point, forming the inner point of entrance on 
the western shore, is rather shoal. To the south-west of it, from a quarter 
to half a mile, some flat rocks, uncovered at half tide, extend half a cable 
fVom the shore. A vessel will clear them by keeping Whitehouse store 
open of the high water mark of Rough point. The latter may be 
approached by the lead to the depth of 4 fathoms, taking care to allow 
room to stay. 

Opposite Rough point, at the north end of Walker bay, is Black rock, a 
slight projection of the eastern shore, nearly covered at high water, a 
shoal spit extends half a cable to the south-west of it, that will be avoided 
by keeping Rotten island light-house a little open of CarntuUagh point. 

With these exceptions, the shores on both sides of the entrance, which is 
a mile long, and not more than a cable and a half wide at the narrowest 
part, ai*e bold close to the cliffs ; some fallen masses, however, line their 
margin ; and although close to the shore, require attention. 

BABBOim BBOA&i the Only obstruction of consequence, lies in the 
very middle of the expanse above Rough point, with but 6 feet water on 
its north-east end, and is marked by 2 buoys, a black one at the south-west 
extreme, and a red one at the north-east. The church spire kept open to 
the east or west of Whitehouse big store will cleai* the same sides of 
Harbour shoal. Between it and the east shore there are 5 fathoms 
water, and the leading mark through is Rotten island light-house in line 
with Camtullagh bluff, or St. John and Rotten island lights in line. 

The general depth of the anchorage between Harbour shoal and the 
town is from 2^ to 3^ fathoms on muddy bottom. By bringing Rotten 
island light-house in line with Rough point flag-staff, and Sea-view house 
W. by N. ^ N., a vessel will be near the centre of the harbour, and in a 
depth of 18 or 20 feet at low water ; but she may anchor in any part 
that is convenient, the water shoaling gradually to a depth of 2 fathoms 
with the church bearing N.W., where the shallows that fill the head of the 
harbour commence, and to a large extent uncover at low water. 

The town stands on the west side of the harbour, and has 2 quays, which 

* S^e Plan of Killybegs harbour on No. 9,792 ; scale, m « 6 inches. 
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will take vessels of from 9 to 11 :feet draught alongside at. high water 
springs. Moderate supplies of fresh provisions may be procured, and 
fresh water on the south side of Sea-view house ; coals for steam purposes 
may generally be procured here. 

TZOBS. — ^It is high water on full and change at Killybegs at 5 h. 16 m. 
Spring tides rise 11 J feet ; neaps, 8^. 

BZ&scTZOwa.; — ^Yessels running into Donegal bay from the northward 
must not shut in Rathlin O'Birne light with Carrigan head, by which they 
will pass well to the westward of the dangers at the en trance, of Fintra 
bay, and also clear of Bullockmore. If bound to Killybegs, when St. John 
point light boars S.E. ^ E., steer towards it until Rotten island light opens, 
bearing E. ^ N. ; then haul up for the latter, passing about half a cable 
from Drumanoo point, which is quite steep-to ; and on passing it, haul up 
N.E. by E. through the entrance. If the night is too dai'k to proceed, a 
vessel may bring up in the entrance abreast of Rotten island, or above the 
naiTows in Walker bay. If working in from the westward, do, not bring 
Rotten island light to the northward of E. by N. ^ N. until St. John 
point light bears S.E. ^ E., to clear BuUigmore. After which the south 
shore may be approached until the light bears N.E. by E., standing 
to the northward tack when the light shuts in with Drumanoo point to 
avoid Inishduff and dangers near it. 

Killybegs is particularly well adapted for steamers. With a swell 
rolling into the entrance a square-rigged vessel would find difficulty in 
working out through its narrow channel. The stream of tide runs About 
a knot through Man-of-War roads at springs, and the shores are bold-td 
excepting where already noticed. • • ' 

nrvEB BAT lies between St. John and Doorin points, bearing fVom 
each other E. ^ S. and W. ^ N., 6 miles distant. Its depth of water 
abreast Doorin point is from 10 to 13 fathoms, shoaling gradually to the 
head of the bay. There is good anchorage along the north shore, and 
sufficient room for a large fleet of ships to lie sheltered from the ocean 
swell, which is obstructed in its course by St. John point. 

The worst winds are those which blow from the Sligo shore, between 
S. ^ W. and S.W. by W., whence there is a fetch of the sea of 12 or 14 
miles. A gale of wind between these points causes a good deal of sea, but 
it seldom continues to blovv- from this quarter, as it generally shifts round 
to the north-west and north, the north-we&t winds prevailing nearly the 
greater part of the yiear. Any vessel being caught on the coast or dismasted 
may run for Inver bay with safety ; but if she should have a choice, 
Killybegs would be the most proper port to run to. 

From St. John point the coast runs up 3 miles E, f N. to Ballysaggart 
head, and thence E. by N. ^ N. 5 miles, forming the north-west side of 
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InVeor'bay up'tr) its head. Some reefd and rocks lie along this coast ^diicb 
must be avoided. ■ The first of these, called the Black rock, uncovered on 
first quarter ebb, and steep- to, lies about 1^ miles from St. John lights 
house, nearly opposite a small bight in the coast called Heelin port^ and 2 
cablea from the sliore, with a 2 J- fathoms channel between them. Boats 
may lie sheltered under it in 2 fathoms. The coast is clear from hence to 
Ballyederlan, tsod may be approached by the lead with safety to a quarter 
of a mile. 

Ballyederlan is a small fishing village nearly 4 miles from St. Johd 
light-house, where there is a good landing, and an industrious class of 
fishermen. Four cables E.S.E. of the village, and about a quarter of a 
mile from the shore, li^ Menamny rock, uncovered at spring ebbs, with 
2^ fathoms near its east side, and 8 fathoms at a short distance Outside. 
Between it and the shore there are other rocks, with narrow channels 
among them. St. John point open to the southward of Ballysaggart cliff", 
bearing W. ^ S., leads to the southward of them. From hence again the 
shore is clear as far as Ballybodonnell bay, 1^ miles to the eastward of 
Ballyederlan village. 

Ballybodonnell bay may be known by a conspicuous elevation called 
Sentry hill, 200 feet high, and of rounded form. A small stream discharges 
on the west side of the hill, near a roadway which will be seen leading 
directly into the country. The coast thus far is clear, and may be 
approached to a quarter of a mile ; but abreast of the road a rocky shoal 
called the Willins begins, and covers the shore for IJ miles to the 
eastward. Kilmacreddan, a large white house standing amid plantations 
on the rising ground, about a mile to the eastward of the road, forms one 
of the most conspicuous objects in the bay. Just to the eastward of this 
is a fishing village, called the Fort, where boats may land in almost all 
weathers, sheltered by the ruins of the pier. 

The small river Eany discharges itself at the head of Inver bay, and is 
accessible to boats at half tide. 

[ The ^JTn&nrs, a dangerous rocky shoal, extends three-quarters of a 
mile in a S.W. by W. direction from the Fort, arid its outer end in 2^ 
fathoms, is half a mile distant from the shore abreast, and steep-to. Its 
inner end,' composed of large blocks of freestone, uncovers one third of a 
mile out. A detached rock lying off" the Fort, at the east end of the shoal, 
and called Bort rock, uncovers 7 feet at low water. Inver church spire 
over the northern sandhill of Drumbeg, the eastern entrance point of Eany 
river, clears both the Fort rock and Willins. 

At Inver road, just to the eastward of the Fort, vessels may lie with the 
greatest security during the summer, and a large vessel well found might 
safely remain there even during the winter. The best anchorage is in 4 
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Kiwuia |Hunu tho uorthem pix>jection of Malinmore head; and half way 
iH'iwtSM) thoiu i:» a «maU )x>rt called Glen bay, vrhere boats may occasionally 
land on a saiulv and 8tony Iteach under a high cliff. 

&QirMmo« BAT, includcil between the precipitous northern face of 
SliovoUH^y and Dawnt^ head« 3 miles distant in N.E. i E. direction, com- 
priM^a iho two inlets of Loughrosbeg and Loughrosmore. The former^ 
fho iH^uthorn and smaller of the two, has a rock near its middle, covered only 
at high Hpringi^ and receives a small river at its head, available for boats 
only in tino weather. I^mghrosmoro bay, the estuary of the river Owenea, 
ban a bar of sand at the entrance with only one foot at low water. The 
channel litv« on the south side, close to the shore ; but the surf in general 
i.H m^ very luMivy, that it ia oulj' available for boats under favourable 
oiivwmstanotvj** NY hen the weather permits, sloops and small smacks occa- 
liioiudly roaurt to both of theao bays, but are obliged to attend to tide and 
weather i a boat may not Ih> able to get out for several weeks in the summer 
liuHs and in the winter it is but seldom the bar can be crossed. 

UawriKH heail has* a ti>w sunken rocks scattered along the northern fac^ 
about 9 cables A*iun the dit)^ but is otherwise steep-tow Dawros island, a 
small islet, lies close to the northern side of the head ; to the southward 
of it there is another small island, as well as the little boat harbour of 
Portnacally, but so exposed to ^veetorly winds, that it may be considered 
useless, except to a few fishermen, who can occasionally beach «nd launch 
their boats there. 

S.S.W. ^ W. three-quarters of a mile from Dawros head, is the little 
island of Inishbarnog. A rocky shoal of 4 fathoms water, lying S.W. } W. 
half a mile from Hie island, breaks in bad weather, and 4 caiUes N.W. by N. 
from it the Thorgeelan rocks show above high water, and are steep-to. 
Between the head and this island is the entrance to Dawros bay, which runs 
in above a mile to the eastward, and is full of rocks, but affords temporary 
anchorage to small craft well acquainted with the place, in off-shore winds 
and fine weather. 

BOT&AOB BAT comprises the wide expanse lying between Dawros head 
and the south-west point of Aran island, the latter bearing frbm the foriner 
N.N.E; ^ E., distant 9 miles, tod is a bay to be avoided if possible, as it 
contains many Sunken rocks and much uneven ground, on which the heavy 
ocean swell breaks with terrific violence^ Thefre is also a strong set iiito 
the bay during the flood, espiecially when accompanied with a westerly 
wind or swell. Should a vessel unfortunately become embayed and unable 
to beat out, the only ch'atice of saving the crew and possibly the vessel is 
to endeavour to reach Church pool on the south shore.* 

'■ I 1' . I"' M l — — ^»— ii— 1. — 1— ^M^— . 

« . ... t-v- _•■ f-.f-« 

I ■ ■ . • • . . . . A • ; . 

See Flan :~Aran island to Dawros bay, liTo. 1,879 ; scale, m f» ^ inches. ... 
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Koan^h island, lying, N.E. ^ E., 2^ xniles from Dawros head, and 
S. by W. i W. 6^ miles from the west point of Aran, is low and 
indistinct, with an elevation of 15 feet only above high water. To the 
southward it is steep-to and. clear of danger, but on the north-east and east 
broken ledges of dangerous rocks, with from one to thre^ fathoms water, 
extend half way across to the main, and may generally be recognized by 
thfeir broken water. Outside the island there are two other shoals, Glassan- 
bullig with 3 fathoms water, and Bulligmore with 6: the latter liei^ 2^ iniles 
N.N.W. from the island, and on both the sea breaks heavily when the 
swell is lip. 

Aran island light, open to the westward of Blaranan, at the south-west 
point of the island, bearing N.E. | N., leads outside all these dangers. As 
will also Eathlin O'Birne light seien open w6st of Teelin head, S.W. ^ W. 

Bullig Connell, a dangerous rock with 2 feet water, and surrounded by 
several shallow spots, on which the sea breaks with great violence, lies one 
mile N.N.E. ^ E. from Inishkeel. Naran hill over Inishkeel east point, 
S.S.W. I W. leads to the eastward of it. 

CBVBCB POO& lies on the south side of Boylagh bay, and to the 
eastward of Inishkeel island, also called Chapel island, from having a 
chapel upon its eastern point, by which it may be known, as weU as by its 
being about a mile to the eastward of Dunmore head. It is a rocky island, 
about half a mile in length, rather low, with some old ruins on its south and 
south-west sides. The anchorage is to the eastward of the chapel in 2| or 
3 fathoms, with the south point of the island bearing about W, by S. Here 
a vessel will in some degree be sheltered by the reef that runs off from the 
east point of the island, to which a proper berth must be given when going 
in. A heavy cross sea comes round the island at high water, but it is the 
only place for a vessel to run to, if embayed without a possibility of getting 
out ; to coasters also it affords a convenient stopping place in summer. A 
vessel stopping here should moor with one anchor towards the shore, and 
the other towards the east point of the island. 

A vessel bound to Church pool at night must keep pretty close to the 
south shore, endeavouring to sight the high land of Dunmore head, so as to 
be sure of her position, from which it is not quite 2 miles to the entrance 
of Church pool. Great caution is necessary in making for this place, as 
many vessels which have been caught in Boylagh bay by night have been 
wicked, by running for Gweebarra river, in mistake for Church pool ; but 
fct must be remembered that the entrance to Church pool is not quite 2 
miles to the eastward of Dunmore head, and that the entrance to Gwee- 
barra is a mile further in the same direction. 

ovrmMMMatMJk mivas, in the south-east corner of Boylagh bay, with a 
bar of 3 feet water and a crooked channel, lying between two rocks 70 yards 
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i^art^ afibrds anchorage inside in the depth of 2 fathoms. The tide nms out 
at the rate of 4 or 5 miles an hour ; and there is generally a heavy surf on 
the bar, which renders the navigation impossible when the wind blows in 
or there happens to be a swell. No vessel should approach this treacherous 
and dangerous bar without the assistance of a local pilot 



rAOB BAT, about 1^ miles to the north-eastward of Gwee- 
barra^ has also a bar across its mouth, near the middle of which the sand 
uncovers at low water, leaving a channel of 4 feet water on each side of it^ 
and good anchorage for small vessels within, in from 3 to 4 fathoms water. 
The Northern is the safer channel, but either may be used by running in at 
about a cable from the respective points of entrance, and anchoring on the 
south shore, about half a mile within the bar, under shelter of the south 
point. Trawenagh is easy of access in fine weather, but must never be 
used for re^ge purposes. Above the anchorage the bay opens into a large 
expanse, great part of which uncovers, with narrow streams running through 
the sands and mud. 

Crohy head, on the north side of Trawenagh bay, is high and bold, with 
several patches of foul ground lying off it, on which the sea usually breaks. 
Bullig-na-naght, the westernmost of these, with but 9 feet water over it, lies 
neaiiy a mile and a half from the shore. Ballintra peak on Aran island, 
seen well to the westward of a conspicuous gap, leads to the westward of 
the rock ; the same objects in line lead directly on the rock. Between this 
and the south-west point of Aran island, the soundings are very irregular, 
with several shoal patches, over which high seas break in unsettled weather. 



is about 3^ miles long, of triangular form, and 
attains an elevation near the middle of 745 feet. From the north-east side 
round by the north to <the south point, and on part of the south coast, the 
shore presents a perpendicular cliff cut into deep fissures, caverns, dells, 
and small bays, the water being deep close to the shore. 

&ZOBT. — On Rinrawros point, the north-west point of Aran, stands a 
circular white lighthouse, 76 feet high from base to vane, exhibiting at an 
elevation of 233 feet above the sea, a flashing light at intervals of 20 
seconds, visible in clear weather 18 miles. The light shows white to sea- 
ward and red between the bearings of S.W. by W. | W. and W. | S. By 
keeping the white light in view it wiU lead to the westward of the Stag 
rocks and other dangers to the north-east of Aran island, and by keeping 
it open to the westward of Blanaran, beariug N.E. } N., it will keep a 
vessel out of Boylagh bay and clear of the dangers in that vicinity. 

Illanaran, by some called the Green island of Aran, lies near the west 
point of Aran, separated from it by a strait a cable wide, and is 234 feet 
high, with a steep cliff all round it. 
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From Ranagh point, near the middle of the south coast of Aran, a broken 
ridge of islets and sunken rocks extends to Illancrone in the direction of 
Crohj head on the main, the intervening sounds being studded with dangers, 
some of which show themselves on the falling tide. 

The SOSSBS. The shore to the eastward of Aran island is composed of 
numerous small islands, forming part of the bleak desolate district called the 
Kosses. The spaces between some of the islands have deep water and small 
channels, which may be threaded by boats, but they are so studded with 
innumerable shoals and rocks, that it is impossible for any but experienced 
pilots to navigate among them. They offer, however, good harbours for 
small vessels, though the approach to them is intricate and narrow ; the 
tide, too, runs with considerable velocity, so that they require a leading 
wind or a favourable tide. 

Rutland is the principal anchorage : ifc lies between the islands of 
Rutland and Inishcoo ; but to get there a vessel has to thread narrow and 
difficult channels, and must have an experienced pilot to guide her through 
the labyrinth of rocks and shoals. It can only be made available, under 
favourable circumstances, to fishermen and vessels of the smallest 
description ; and in order to sail in, they must take half flood to have 
sufficient water to pass over the flats that cover its approaches. 

The best anchorage, for merely waiting wind and weather, is in Aran 
road, under the little island of Calf, on the east side of Aj-an : the place 
may be known by a white pillar built on the shore. The approach to this 
anchorage is by the North sound of Aran. Anchor with the pillar bearing 
about N.W. i W., and the centre of Calf island N.N.E. or N.N.E. | E., in 
2J fathoms at low water. There are two rocks with 6 feet water, called 
Blind rocks, lying to the eastward of Calf island, about half way across to 
Eighter island ; they are to be avoided when going in by the North sound, 
by keeping more than half way over towards Eighter island before you 
round to the westward for Aran road, and by keeping Lackamorris perch 
a little to the east of North perch. 

With heavy gales of wind from the north-west quarter, all this part is 
rendered very dangerous by the swell and breaking sea, which literally 
chokes up the channel, and causes a great surf on the rocks and beaches, 
so as to cut off the communication between the islands. 

Illancrone is the southernmost island of the Rosses ; between it and 
Termon peninsula there is channel leading to Aran South sound, which 
is navigable only at high water. Entering by this channel a vessel will 
carry 6 fathoms till abreast of Elancrone : on advancing further in, the 
water shoals from 3 to 2^ fathoms on rocky uneven bottom, and when 
abreast of Turk rock there will be barely 8 feet at low water ; further 
north it shoals to 3 feet, again deepening to a fathom through a very 
20532. K 
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marrow channel on the Aran side ; and from thence to 2 fathoms, in- 
creasing to 4 and 5 up towards the anchorage in Aran road. 

It is evident from what has been said, that it is impossible to take a 
vessel through these intricate channels without a good pilot ; and no 
directions that could be given would be of any service to a stranger. 

SOSSBS SAT, lying between Tornado point, the north extreme of 
Aran island, and the north-west point of Owey island, bearing from each 
other E. f N. and W. J S. 3^ miles distant, is clear of danger in the open 
part of the bay, with moderate depths of water. Its western shore, 
bounded by Aran island, is also quite bold close to the cliffs. The eastern 
shore, bounded by the long and narrow island of Cruit, with the coast 
between it and the north sound of Aran, is studded with rocks, lying at 
various distances from the shore. None but vessels whose light draught 
of water, coupled with local knowledge, enables them to take shelter among 
the creeks of the Rosses, should ever make free with this bay, or stand 
towards it at night after having brought the red sector of light from Aran 
lighthouse into view. 

Cruit bay, on the east side of Cruit island, affords anchorage for small 
craft with most winds, under shelter of a cluster of rocks and islets that 
occupy the middle and western side of the bay. Nicholas rock, the 
easternmost of these dangers, uncovers shortly after high water. 'The 
passage in is to the eastward of it. Gortnasate point open to the east of 
Odd island, clears it in that direction when covered. On the mainland, to 
the eastward of Cruit island, is Mullaghderg signal tower, a square 
building, and the only conspicuous one on this part of the coast. 

Owey island stands conspicuously out, distant about 3 cables from the 
north end of Cruit island. An intricate channel, with 17 feet water, leads 
between the rocks that encumber the passage between them.* 

STAa SOGKS are three contiguous wedge-shaped masses, lying N. ^W. 
1 J miles from the north-west point of Owey island, and N.E. by E. \ E. 
3| miles from Rinrawros, the north-west point of Aran island, and rising 
abruptly from the sea to the height of 30 feet, with deep water around 
them. On the bank outside, to the distance of 2 or 3 miles from the 
rocks, the soundings vary from 24 to 34 fathoms, rocky bottom, and it 
abounds with cod and ling in the months of May, June, and July. The 
western edge of the red sector from Aran lighthouse leads 3 cables only 
outside the rocks, and must therefore not be brought into view when 
standing towards them at night. 

TZBik& STsaaxs. — It is high water on full and change at Rutland 
island at 5 h. 22 m. Springs rise 11 feet, neaps 8 feet On the coast the 



* See Plan :— Bloody Foreland to Aran Island, No. 1,883 ; scale, m s 3 inches. 
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atream turns to the eastward at about one-third flood, and to the westward at 
one-third ebb. The velocity of the east-going tide is generally the greater, 
and both run much stronger near the shore than in the offing. To the north- 
west of Aran the stream has a slow rotatory motion against the sun. The 
in-draught of the flood into Boylagh bay is considerably increased by the 
prevailing westerly winds, and should be guarded against by passing 
vessels. The duration of the east-going stream is also influenced thereby. 

TBB COAST between Owey island and Bloody foreland, a distance of 
8J miles E. by N. | N., presents a barren sandy aspect, fronted by a series 
of islands and dangerous outlying rocks, which large vessels must approach 
with great caution, particularly at night or in hazy weather, taking care 
not to open the red sector of light from Aran island lighthouse, or, when 
the light is not visible, not to come into less than 40 fathoms water. 

Bik&&TCOirirB& SBOik&s, the most outlying of these dangers, at 
nearly 1^ miles from the north end of Gola island, and a mile in extent in 
an E.N.E. and W.S.W. direction, consist of three principal patches of rock, 
the northernmost of which alone dries, becoming visible about last quarter 
ebb. The other patches have from 9 to 12 feet water over them. The 
summit of Aran island open of Owey island leads outside, but closer to them 
than it is safe to approach in bad weather ; care must be observed, 
therefore, to keep Aran island summit well outside Owey island. The 
Foreland hill top well open north of Inishsirrer leads to the northward of 
them. There is a passage between them and Gola, but it can seldom be 
taken with safety, and is always best avoided by a stranger. 

oo&A BOAB, lying within Gola island, affords a well sheltered anchorage 
for coasters and small vessels, and from its proximity to Gweedoro harbour 
is a convenient stopping place for vessels waiting an opportunity for 
crossing the bar of that river. There are two principal entrances, called 
the north and south sounds ; the latter, between Inishfree and Gola island, 
is circuitous and encumbered with dangers ; the former, lying to the north- 
ward of Gola island, is more direct, but neither of them are easy of access 
by strangers in bad weather. 

zsrzsBrBBB, the southernmost island of the group, lying E.S.E. 2 miles 
from Owey island, has a fan-shaped bank of rocks and stones extending from 
its south side nearly to the shore ; some of which are dry, others uncover at 
various times of the tide, but many never uncover. There is a naiTow 
channel between this bank and the west point of Carnboy peninsula, called 
Camboy channel, with 5 or 6 fathoms water ; the leading mark through 
which into Gola roads is Inishmeane summit just open to the east of Table 
sand-hill, bearing N.E. \ N. Inishfree bay, lying to the southward of the 
rocky bank, is quite exposed to the north-west. Rabbit rock, near the 
middle of the bay, stands on the southern edge of an extensive reef, and 

M 2 
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never covers. To the northward of it is a breako*, with 2^ fathoms water, 
to clear which keep Mnllaghdoo pcnnt open sooth of the Babbit rocks. 



the principal island of the group, Ijing a mile to the N.N.E. of 
Inishfree, is bounded bj perpendicolar clif& on the north-west and west, 
and by a low sandy shore on the east side. From Table sand-hill, on its 
south-east point, a sandy spit stretches across towards the main 3^ cables, 
and is marked by two black bnoys moored in 3^ fathoms water, leaving a 
channel between the southernmost buoy and Bo island a cable in width, 
which forms the passage into Gola roads from the northward. To the 
south-west of Gola a mass of dangers extends two-thirds of the distance 
across to Inishfree, over the whole of which the sea breaks heavily. The 
eastern projection of these reefs, called Middle rock, with 1^ &thoms 
water, is marked by a bltick buoy, and the anchorage lies between it and 
the second or middle buoy. 

Tff^ffT^nis^, the northernmost of the Gola islands, lies W. by S. ^ S. 
3 miles from Bloody foreland, with a rocky ledge extending from its south 
end towards the main, leaving a channel for small craft between them 
150 fathoms wide with 10 feet water. Half a mile to the north-east of 
this is the little port of Buniver, a mere nook in the rocky shore, affording 
anchorage to lishing craft in fine weather. Buniver shoal, with 2^ fathoms 
water, lies a quarter of a mile N.W. by W. from the^entrance of the port ; 
and two-thirds of a mile to the northward of it are the Brinlack shoals, 
with 3^ fathoms water at half a mile from the shore. 

zvzsBBS&AJnB, about a third of a mile to the southward of Inishirrer, is 
connected with the main by a shallow bank called the Bar, with not more 
than one fathom over it at low water. The space between it and Inishirrer 
is almost choked with rocks. To the northward of it a reef called the 
Narrow rocks extends for about half a mile, with its extremity uncovered 
at low water only, and 10 fathoms water close to it. Bunbeg parsonage 
open of Inishmeane S. ^ E., leads to the westward of it. Foul ground also 
extends for a cable to the westward of Inishmeane, the Lobster rock, with 
1 J fathoms water, lying on its outer edge. 

VBsnv island lies a third of a mile to the N.N.E. of Gola, with no 
passage between them. Beyond it again, on the same line of bearing, are 
some detached rocks, terminating at one-third of a mile from Umfin in the 
Ruanagar rocks, which un<50ver on first quarter ebb. 

ao&A irosTB sowB, the best entrance to Gola roads, lies between 
Umfin and its outlying dangers on the west, and the reefs extending from 
Inishmeane on the east. The situation of these reefs when covered is 
revealed by their breakers; but before a stranger can confidently run for 
^his entrance, it is necessary that well defined leading marks should be 
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erected, those now in use being difficult of recognition by any but a prac- 
tised eye. To run for the North' sound keep the north end of Inishirrer 
to the southward of E.S.E., or Foreland hill well open to the northward of 
it, until within about half a mile of Inishirrer, in order to clear Bally - 
connel shoals. Fi*om this position the flat-topped sand-hill on the south- 
east extreme of Grola island will appeal' its own breadth to the westwai'd of 
Glass island, a small hummock 67 feet high, near the entrance of Gweedore 
liarbour, bearing S. by W. ^ W., which is the leading mark through the 
North sound, until arrived between Umfin and Inishmeane, when alter 
course to S. -J W. for Bo island, leaving the black buoys on the starboard 
hand, and when past the second buoy round into Gola roads, and anchor 
in 3^ to 4 fathoms water, between the second and third black buoys ; 
observing not to bring the flat-topped sand-hill to the eastward of 
N.E. by N., in order to clear a rock with one foot water which lies on the 
outer edge of the foul ground from the island, and not to come into less 
than 3 fathoms water. Bo island is moderately bold-to, and in the event of 
the buoys being gone, must be passed at about half a cable distance before 
rounding into Gola road. With south-westerly winds, vessels may anchor 
in Inishinny bay in 16 feet water, about a cable to the eastward of Bo 
island, where they will lie in perfect security, but exposed to the swell 
that rolls in through the North sound when the sea is up. 

ao&A sovTB SOTOB. — The channel between the south end of the 
dangers extending from Gola and Inishfree, called Gola South sound, with 
very irregulai* soundings of from 6 to 12 fathoms water, and bordered by 
heavy breakers, is circuitous, and in the absence of well defined leading 
marks should not be attempted by a stranger. The course in is with 
Carrickfin coast-guard staff S.E. by S. until Owey island shuts in with 
Inishfree, then E. by S. J S. until Inishmeane summit opens to the east of 
Table sand-hill N.E. J N., which course will lead up to the anchorage 
passing to the east of the southernmost buoy. 

With south-westerly winds it might be preferable to run in by the channel 
to the southward of Inishfree, preserving a distance of from 2 to 3 cables 
from the south shore, and looking out for the Rabbit rock which is always 
visible, and when Inishmeane summit opens to the east of Table sand hill 
run through Carnboy channel into Gola roads as before. 

a'WVBBOSB BABBOVB has its entrance to the southward of Gola 
road, between Inishinny and the peninsula of Carnboy. Under favourable 
circumstances vessels of 12 feet draught may enter it at high water springs ; 
at neaps there will be a depth of 9 or 10 feet on the bar. The Bar rock, 
covered at high springs, lies in the middle of the entrance ; within it is the 
bar, with 3 feet water, and further in the Spit and Bandor rocks, the 
channels between which are liable to change, and can only be navigated by 
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those well acquainted with the locality. There is a depth of ^ to 3 
fathoms water in the bed of the riyer, which runs in a circuitous direction, 
bending round to the south-westward. 

Should the resources of the neighbouring country be developed, Gwee- 
dore harbour will become of more importance than it now is. Sheltered 
by the numerous outlying islands, and with Gola roads convenient for 
vessels to wait a favourable opportunity, the bar is often passable with- 
out danger ; and in the event of the working of the mines, or the valuable 
marble quarries at Dunlaney, it would be much resorted to. 

TZBBS. — It is high water in Gweedore harbour on full and change at 
5 h. 32 m. Springs rise 11 feet, neaps 8 feet. 

B&OOBT FO&B&ASrB rises in a conspicuous rounded hill, surmounted 
by a cairn, to the height of 1,024 feet, presenting a striking and unmis- 
takeable feature on this prominent angle of the Donegal coast. The 
Foreland point is not otherwise remarkable, being merely a low cliff with 
rocks extending a cable from it, beyond which it is steep-to and clear 
of danger, the depths increasing from 10 fathoms at a quarter of a mile, 
to 19 fathoms at one mile off it. The stream of tide sets strong near the 
point, the east-going stream commencing at about one-third flood, and the 
western stream at one-third ebb. 

TOB.T zs&ikirB lies with its north-west end, on which stands the light- 
house, bearing N.E. J N. 7 miles from Bloody foreland, and is 2^ miles 
long in a S.E. by S. and N.W. by N. direction, and half a mile wide. Its 
shores are generally speaking bold-to, and free from outlying danger, 
although it was long supposed that a shoal extended from its western 
side. This appearance arises from the shelving character of its 
western coast, off which the depths increase gradually to 10 fathoms, at 
the distance of three-quarters of a mile; and from the sea running up the 
low slope, dashing and foaming among the rocks, and giving it the 
appearance of an extensive reef. On the north-west side of the island 
the shore is lined by steep cliffs varying from 100 to 260 feet high, 
forming several small bays, with from 8 to 10 fathoms water close to 
the shore. These cliffs are a remarkable feature in the island; and the 
ground sloping from them towards the south-west side gives it a wedge- 
like appearance when seen from the north-west. The soundings on the 
south-west side are from 7 to 10 fathoms, at a quarter of a mile from the 
shore, but there is no proper anchorage anywhere about the island; the 
small craft attending the lighthouse, in trying to land their cargoes on the 
north-east end, are often obliged to repair for several weeks to some of the 
adjacent ports on the main.* 

• See Plan:— Horn Head to Bloody Foreland, No. 2,752 ; scale, m ^ S inches. 
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XJIOBT.*— Tory island lighthouse stands a cable within the north-west 
extreme of the island ; the base of its circular white tower is 60 feet, and 
the centre of the lantern 130 feet above the level of high water, from 
which is exhibited a fixed white light, visible in clear weather 16 miles in 
all directions, excepting between the bearings N.W. by N. and N.W. \ W., 
where it is obscured by the intervening high land, the northern limit of 
obscuration leading about a mile outside Horn head. 

Tory island is not easily discerned when in line with any of the high 
lands of the main, though it may be seen when clear of the land at the 
distance of 20 miles, appearing as a cluster of rocks, being comparatively 
low and of irregular outline. The most remarkable and highest lands on 
the north-west coast are Muckish hill, with its flat top 2,186 feet high, and 
Errigal, with its peak 2,454 feet high, which may be seen 35 miles off in 
clear weather. Be careful when coming in from the westward not to 
mistake Horn head for Tory island, it having the appearance of an island 
when viewed from this direction, 

Tory sound, lying between Tory island and Inishbeg, the northernmost 
of three small islands extending from the main, is 3 miles wide, with from 
12 to 16 fathoms water, and quite clear of hidden danger. 

TZDA& STRSAMS. — To the westward of Tory island the tides are 
feeble, but in Tory sound they run 2 knots at the springs. The counter 
stream which prevails along the whole of this coast from half-tide to 
half-tide, is highly advantageous to those who are sufficiently acquainted 
with the shore, either from experience or from the possession of the 
Admiralty charts, to stand in at half-tide and to keep within the limits 
of the favouring stream. 

zvzSBBBa, the northernmost of three islands that extend from the 
mainland 2\ miles in a N.E. \ N. direction, of small extent and 70 feet 
high ; lies 5 miles E. \ N. from Bloody foreland, S. ^ W. 3 miles from the 
south end of Tory island, and W. by N. ^ N. 6 miles from Horn head. The 
sound between it and Inishdooey, the middle island, is 3 cables wide and 
choked with rocks, which extend a quarter of a mile to the westward 
of the islands, and leave a passage for boats only between them. 

Inishdooey, the middle island, is 6 cables in length, with an elevation of 
122 feet. Its east side is moderately bold-to, but the south and west sides 
are foul. The sound between it and Inishbofin, a quarter of a mile wide, 
with a depth of 4 fathoms water, has a rock with but 6 feet water, called 
Toberglassan rock, lying near its middle, which may be passed on either 
side. TuUaghobegly church over the east point of Bofin leads to the east- 
ward of it, and clears the foul ground south-west of Inishdooey. This 
sound should not however be attempted by any but small handy vessels, 
and then only when the water is stnooth. 
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Inishbofin, the largest of the three islands, and rather more than a 
mile in extent from north to south, has two elevations of about 100 
feet each, united by a low neck of sand and shingle, with the exception 
of which its shore is everywhere composed of rocky prongs. There 
is no passage between it and the low sandy peninsula of the adjacent 
shore, the space between them being occupied by a broad sand}^ flat, 
a narrow ridge of which, called the ford, uncovers at low springs, and forms 
the road by which the inhabitants transport their cattle and other produce. 

Small vessels find temporary summer anchorage in Inishbofin road, on the 
west side of the flat, under the south end of the island, but it is exposed to 
the full force of the western swell. Also at Port Marsh, in the south-west 
corner of Inishbofin bay, but here there is even less shelter than in Inish- 
bofin road. 



a sandy ci-eek nearly all dry at low water 
and with a shifting bar of less than a foot water, lies a mile and a quarter 
to the eastward of Inishbofin, and is rendered conspicuous from seaward 
by the bare sandy peninsula 100 feet high on its western side. 

A sandy beach extends from this for 2 miles to the eastward, and is 
separated from Tramore bay by the rocky points of Rinboy and Dooros 
bluff. The whole distance to Marfagh point at the east end of Tramore 
bay is clear of danger, with gradually decreasing depths to the shore. Tra- 
more strand, which is one mile long, forms the sea front of the sandy 
isthmus that intervenes between Tramore bay and Dunfanaghy harbour, 
and unites the peninsula of Horn head to the main land. 

A little to the northward of Marfagh poiat there is a fissure in the 
clifis known by the name of Macswynes gun. The sea thi'own into this 
fissure is sometimes forced up several feet high in a column of water, and 
produces a report so loud as to be heard 7 or 8 miles off" ; but more resem- 
bling a clap of thunder than a gun. 

The shore from Marfagh point to the northward is encumbered with 
several dangerous outlying rocks. Marfagh rock, lying 4 cables to the 
westward of the point, uncovers at low water. Three and a half cables 
N.N.E. of it is the Leenan-more, with 2 feet water over it. A mile to the 
northward of the point, and 3 cables off" shore, are the Little Harvey rocks, 
always visible, with a sunken rock one cable outside them. And outside 
all these, at the distance of three-quarters of a mile from the shore, lies 
Carricknaherwy rock, always above water, and serving as a beacon to warn 
vessels of their approach to this dangerous locality. 



U the northern extreme of a bold and rugged peninsula 
forming the western side of entrance to Sheephaven, is bounded by 
magnificent precipices, 600 feet in height, which at the extreme point 
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assume the remarkable hornlike appearance that gives the head its name. 
A ruined telegraph tower stands on the verge of the cliffs, about a third 
of a mile to the southward of the head, at an elevation of 614 feet. At the 
distance of 1^ miles S.E. by S. from the head is a projection called Duncap 
head, lying at the foot of Horn head hill, of 835 feet elevation, and the highest 
part of the peninsula. Detached rocks are scattered along the base of the 
cliffs, in some instances extending a cable and a half oflT, beyond which the 
northern and eastern shores of the peninsula are steep-to and clear of 
outlying danger. 

Vessels navigating near the head in stormy weather, must be on their 
guard against the baffling winds and dangerously heavy squalls that descend 
from its precipitous shores. 



r, a wide and deep inlet of the sea, lying between Horn 
head and Rosguill peninsulas, has regular soundings on a bottom of fine 
grey sand, shoaling gradually inwards from the depth of 18 fathoms at its 
mouth ; but it is quite exposed to northerly and north-east winds, and 
affords ])o safe anchorage for lai*ge vessels. The ocean swell rolling up it 
with unchecked violence, strikes on Breaghy head with tremendous force, 
and expends itself on the broad strand of Tramore, that skirts the southern 
shore of the inlet, and covers the mouth of Ards bay.* 



r, lying on the west shore of the inlet, 1^ miles to 
the southward of Duncap head, affords temporary anchorage to small vessels 
in summer time, in 4 fathoms water, with Dunfauaghy poorhouse and 
Catherine island in line, bearing W. ^ S., and Little Horn head N.E. by N.; 
but vessels must never stop here with any but off-shore winds. There is a 
patch of foul rocky ground called Dunfanaghy shoal, with 3f fathoms ovei* 
it, lying outside this anchorage, which must be avoided, as vessels have 
frequently lost their anchors on it. Dunfanaghy harbour is entirely dry at 
low water ; the town, though small, is the most important place in this 
remote district, and has a small quay, to which vessels of not more than 8 
feet draught occasionally resort, with coal, timber, &c. In Portnablahy 
bay, on the south side of Dunfanaghy bay, there is a well-built pier, 400 
feet long, but it does not afford the shelter that was expected from it, and 
is an unsafe place to lie in. Mweelfin bluff, the east extreme of the point 
of land between Dunfanaghy and Marble hill bays, is foul to a cable and a 
half off. Marble hill and Clonmass bays are both clear of danger, with 
regular soundings, but too much exposed to the swell running up the 
haven to be used for anchorage. 



* See Chart: — Ireland, Sheet III., Larne to Bloody Foreland, No. 46 ; scale, 
m s 0* 5 of an inch ; oho Plan of Sheephaven, No. 3,699 ; scale, m » 3 inches. 
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ABBB BAT lies at the south extremity of Sheephaven. The entrance 
to its narrow channel is obstructed by a sandy bar of only 9 feet at low 
water. About two-thirds of a cable off Ards point, on the north side of th6 
entrance, is a half-tide rock marked by a perch ; and a quarter of a mil* 
to the south-west of it lies Yellow rock, just visible at high water, with th* 
narrow channel of 3 to 4 fathoms water, and less than half a cable widfe^ 
running close to the southward of it. The greater part of Ards bay drieis 
at low water, and the current runs so strongly down the narrow gut, that 
vessels lying there are subject to great inconvenience and danger every tid* ; 
for the utmost attention must be paid to prevent them from tailing on the 
rocks and steep sand-banks. 

No vessel should attempt to enter Ards bay without the assistance of a 
pilot, and even then, if the weather is bad, it is better to take shelter in 
Downies bay; for there is such a heavy sea about Ards point with on-shore 
gales, as to render a vessel quite unmanageable. 

The peninsula of Rosguill, on the eastern shore of the haven, is of similar 
formation to Horn head peninsula ; but the cliffs that border it are 
comparatively of moderate height, nowhere exceeding 200 feet. Its highest 
summit, Ganiamore hill, has an elevation of 680 feet. 

Rinnafagla point, forming the north-west projection of Rosguill, and 
the east point of entrance to Sheephaven, is rathei' low, running out a 
considerable distance to the northward in rocky prongs, with detached 
outliers a cable beyond them. From this to Downies bay the shores of 
Rossguill present a broken jagged outline, with detached rocks lying along 
the base of the cliffs, but generally too close in to interfere with navigation. 
Those that do lie at a dangerous distance are the Black and Wherryman 
rocks. 

B&ACK ROCK, of 23 feet elevation, lies a mile and a half S.W. of 
Rinnafagla point, and 2 cables from the shore abreast. Detached rocks 
extend 2 cables to the northward of it, and there is no passage between it 
and the shore ; but its western face is steep-to. 

'VTHBRSTMAir ROCKS are two tidal rocks, lying rather more than a 
mile S. i W. of Black rock. The latter kept its own breadth open of 
Bunbocan cliff, leads to the westward of them ; and the highest part of 
Maslack hill open of Downies point, leads to the southwai'd of them. 

BO'WirxBS BAT, lying to the south of Rossguill peninsula, affords 
partial shelter to vessels under 10 feet draught, and is the only anchorage 
in Sheephaven, excepting Ards bay, where there is any probability of riding 
out a winter's gale. The holding ground is good, but the severe strain on 
the cables caused by the undertow endangers a vessel's safety, particularly 
towards low water, when they are liable to strike on the bottom in the 
hollow of the sea. Aunchor with Horn h^ftd hill in line with Rinnaris point, 



CHAP. Ti.] SHEBPHAVEN. — LIMEBUBNBR EOCK. 187 

about a cable from the latter, in 2 fathoms watei*. In unsettled weather it 
is necessary to moor to prevent the undertow from carrying the vessel over 
her anchor. 

The GOA8T between Sheephaven and Melmore head, the western point 
of Mulroy bay, extends 3^ miles in an E. ^ N. direction, and is indented 
with several deep bays, and fronted with outlying dangei*ous rocks. 
Melmore head is rendered conspicuous by an old signal tower standing 
near its highest cliff, at an elevation of 146 feet above the sea. 

Carrickguill rocks, the firpt danger to the eastward of Sheephaven, lie 
two-thirds of a mile E. by N. J N. from Rinnafagla point. The westernmost 
and highest rock has an elevation of 28 feet above high water ; detached 
rocks, some of which never uncover, extend for nearly 3 cables to the 
north-east of it. To clear them, keep Melmore head open of Straughan 
point E. by S. 

Within the Carrickguill rocks, a series of detached rocks extend from 
Glenoory point across the entrance of Tranrossan bay for half a mile in a 
north-easterly direction, terminating in Tormoro rock, 40 feet high. 

Tranrossan bay, with regular soundings shoaling gradually to the shore, 
derives partial shelter from the above-named reefs, but has no safe 
anchorage. The east side of the bay is clear of danger. Vessels resorting 
here for any purpose must enter it between Tormore and Rosses point, 
and in fine weather may anchor on the west side of the bay, under shelter 
of the reefs, in 5 fathoms water, with Long rock in line with Tormore, 
and Carrickaguill in line with Camabantry N.W. by N. 

Shanlough and Straughan points are low reefy projections of the coast, 
stretching out to the northward between Rosses point and Melmore head. 

Frenchman rock, lying half a mile off these points, never covers, and is 
steep-to all round, except towards the shore. About midway between the 
Frenchman and Straughan point there is another rock called Wee French- 
man, that uncovers about half tide. Two dangerous rocks lie to the 
eastward of the Frenchman, one with only 9 feet water at one-third of 
a mile E.S.E. from that rock, and the other with 15 feet at half a mile 
E. J S. from it ; both are avoided by keeping Horn head hill open of the 
Frenchman, and Murren hill open of Melmore head S.E. by S. 

&ZMBBinurilR &OGK, so named from the resemblance the foam that 
it throws up bears to the smoke of a limekiln, lies N. by E. J E. 2f miles 
from Melmore signal tower, with Tory island lighthouse bearing W.N.W. 
15^ miles, and Fanad lighthouse S.E. ^ E. 6 miles distant. It consists 
of two rocky heads, 100 feet apart, with 10 feet water over them, and 18 
feet between them, and is steep-to, with from 22 to 26 fathoms all around, 
the soundings in its vicinity giving no indication of the approach to 
danger. Those passing it at night should be very cautious how they 
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approach it, the bearings of the lights being then the only guide to avoid it. 
By day, Templebreaga head, the western part of Horn head, (which bears 
considerable resemblance to the profile of a man's face,) kept open of the 
extreme point of the Horn, bearing about W. by S., leads to the northward 
of it. The two cliifs in one will lead directly on the rock, and Bloody 
foreland hill in line with the extreme point of the Horn, leads well inside 
it. Also Raghlinmore mountain, near Dunaff head, seen open of Fanad 
point S.E. ^ E., leads to the northward of it ; and when seen to the 
southward of Fanad lighthouse, leads to the southward of it. 

The Limebumer is a very dangerous rock, for although there is but a 
small space on which a vessel would strike, yet the sea breaks in stormy 
weather, or with a heavy swell, at least a cable around it. It is not a 
continual break, always visible, and thereby giving warning of danger, but 
breaking at unequal intervals of time. Sometimes its position will be 
perfectly undiscernible, and the next moment a hollow towering sea, with 
a curling top, will be seen foaming along, augmenting in size and fury, and 
carrying inevitable destruction in its course. It breaks most frequently 
with the west-going tide, which is generally in opposition to the wind. 
Spring tides run past it at the rate of about 2 miles an hour. 



\ lying between Melmore head and Ballyhoorisky point, 
distant from each other one mile on an E.S.E, and W.N.W. line of bearing, 
forms the entrance of an extensive inlet, which penetrates the land in a 
southerly direction in a narrow winding channel for a distance of 7 miles, 
when it expands into an open lough called Broadwater, which is again 
connected by a narrow channel with a lesser expansion called Northwater, 
together occupying a space of 7^ miles in length, and about a mile in 
breadth at the widest part.* 

The outer bay is quite open to the northward, and affords no safe 
anchorage ; the lengthy channel connecting it with the interior waters, 
with a bar at its entrance of 12 feet water, has three principal contractions 
called Narrows, and as well as the interior loughs is encumbered with 
numerous rocks and shoals. Small vessels however under 13 feet draught 
may pass through the Narrows at high water springs, and anchor in Fanny 
hole about 3 miles above the bar, or go up to port Milford, at the south 
end of the Broadwater, where they occasionally resort with cargoes of 
coals. 

Considerable changes appear to have taken place in the bai' since the 
Admiralty survey of 1832. The channel was then confined to the narrow 
passage between the Bar rocks; at the last survey in 1856, however, a 
fine straight channel, averaging 700 feet in width, was found to the west- 

* See Plan of Mnlroy bay and lough, No. 2698 ; scale, m s 3 inches. 
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ward of them. From the exposed position of the bar, and its sandy for- 
mation, it is probably subject to change, and as there are no buoys or 
beacons to mark it, it should never be attempted by strangers, excepting in 
a case of emergency. 

The whole navigation of the interior waters is so essentially pilot water, 
that a detailed description of it is not required; and in the total absence 
of artificial assistance to the navigation, intelligible directions for avoiding 
its numerous dangers cannot be given. The situation of these will be best 
understood by studying the chart of the lough, No. 2,698, a duty that is 
rendered more necessary, from the local pilots being generally ignorant 
men, and not to be relied upon. Directions will however be given to assist 
in entering the outer bay, or, in case of emergency, in gaining the first 
safe anchorage within the bar at Fanny hole. 

Melmore head, forming the western point of entrance, and distinguished 
by an old tower, is moderately bold and clear of danger. Ballyhoorisky 
point on the opposite side, composed of rock and sand, is low, and pro- 
longed by tidal rocks, extending 2 cables from the high-water line. A 
detached rock called Flughog uncovers at a cable outside these, and beyond 
this the soundings continue very irregular over a foul bottom to a distance 
of three-quarters of a mile from the point. 

CAR&zciLACiiinroir and sziTBOT rocks lie more than half a mile to 
the north-eastward of Ballyhoorisky point ; the former uncovers at low 
water, and the latter a little after half ebb; both must be carefully avoided 
when coming from the eastward, by keeping Horn head tower outside the 
Frenchman rock. With the wind inclining any way on shore, or when the 
swell is up, all these dangers show conspicuously. 

B&ZSTB BOCK, with 6 feet water, lying on the east shore at about 
3 cables W. by S. J 8. from Ballyhoorisky point, generally breaks when 
there is any swell, and may be avoided by keeping Crockangallagher open 
west of the Bar rocks. 

BAR BOCKS lie in the centre of the bay, about one and a quarter miles 
within Melmore head, on a shoal sand spit that extends from Doaghmore 
point in a northerly direction to one-third of a mile outside the rocks, 
where it is connected with the flats on the western shore by a narrow bar 
of sand with 12 feet on it at low water, on which the sea breaks heavily 
in bad weather. The west rock is just awash at high water springs ; the 
other, about 400 feet to the eastward, is 4 feet lower ; when the latter is 
covered, there will be 20 feet water on the bar. 



a small but dangerous spot of 5 feet, lying near the 
west side of the channel about 4 cables S.W. } W. from the Bar rocks. 
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with 15 feet water close to all round it, was not noticed in the previous 
survey of 1832, probably from the channel being then further to the 
eastward, and the rock enveloped in the matter of which the banks are 
composed. A round hummocky rock on Ballyhoorisky point, kept well to 
the southward of high Bar rock, clears Lenan rock, and leads up the 
channel. 

TTBMT ITABBOWS or Narrows of Dundoan occur about a mile to the 
southward of the Bar rocks. The most contracted part of the channel is 
just opposite Daulty point, where the shores, at low water, are about 80 
fathoms asunder, rather bold to, and with a depth of 5 to 6 fathoms 
between ; consequently the tide runs in and out with great force, which 
so far is beneficial, that it enables vessels to back and fill with a contrary 
wind, where the channel would be too confined to work. About 150 
fathoms to the south-westward of Daulty point, on the east shore, there is 
a small rock, called the Butter rock, projecting about 20 yards from the 
general line of coast, and just covered at high water, when its position 
is shown by the rippling over it. 

The easternmost of the Dundoan rocks lies half a mile W. by S. i S. 
£L*om Daulty point, on the outer edge of a chain of rocks that extend from 
a projection of the western shore. It is the largest rock of the chain and 
is never covered; but the others are awash at half tide. They are steep- 
to, having 4 fathoms close to their outside. Dundoan anchorage, inside 
the I'ocks, in 3 or 4 fathoms, is somewhat out of the tide, but it is not a 
desirable place to remain in. To the southward of the Dundoan rocks, 
the Church and Attergarve banks, for a great part uncovered at low water, 
begin to swell out from the east shore, confining the channel to about 500 
feet in width along the west shore. 

About a quarter of a mile S.W. by S. from the westernmost of the Dun- 
doan rocks is Knox hole, a natural dock formed in the solid rock, about 
1,320 feet long, varying in breadth from 130 to 300 feet, and lying parallel 
with the shore. It might be made capable of containing 7 or 8 sail of 
vessels, and the expense of flood-gates, &c., would not be much, there 
being abundance of materials in the vicinity. 

FAmnr bo&b, a lictle bay on the west shore, lies nearly a mile further 
southward, and is the first secure anchorage within the entrance. It is 1 J 
miles above the First narrows, and as there is a deep and good channel to 
it, it is preferable to anchor here, than to remain at Dundoan or in Mulroy 
bay. Its north point runs out shoal nearly a cable's distance, which 
may be avoided by opening the bay well before rounding into it. Vessels 
may anchor in from 3^ to 2 fathoms, and lie in perfect security. 

DmacTXOira. — Vessels bound for Mulroy bay, if from the eastward, 
^oold make the land about Fanad lighthouse, and then steer for Melmore 



CHAP. VI.] MULROY BAY. — ^DIRECTIONS. 191 

tower, taking care to avoid the dangers off BaHyhoorisky point On 
approaching the bay, a pilot may generally be procured by making the 
usual signal. 

About three-quarters of a mile within the heads, the water shoals suddenly 
on the bar, and the sea breaks with great violence on it when there is a 
heavy westerly swell or with on-shore winds. At such times this bay 
should not be approached. In moderate weather, however, especially 
in summer, vessels may anchor on either shore, according to the wind, 
to wait an opportunity of crossing the bar. But it is by no means 
a desirable anchorage, unless for a vessel bound to the port and capable 
of going over the bar on an emergency. The few traders who frequent 
this place generally anchor under Melmoro head, with its eastern extreme, 
called Ravedy island, bearing N.N.E., and Crockfadda in line with the 
north end of Milgor strand, in 2^ to 3 fathoms, where they are protected 
in some measure from the westerly swell, but are not more than half 
a cable from the north end of the Bar shoals, called Melmore spit. With 
easterly winds, when there is not much swell, vessels may anchor on the 
east shore at Portnalong, in 4 fathoms water, on the south side of Bally- 
hoorisky island, a mile within the heads of the bay. 

If from any emergency a vessel is obliged to run up to Fanny hole 
without the assistance of a pilot, she must not attempt the bar before 
half or three-quarters flood. From the offing steer so as to paj9s about 
a cable to the east of Ravedy island, where the high Bai* rack and a 
black rock onDoaghmore strand will appear in line, bearing S. by W. ^ W.; 
run in on this line of direction until Crockfadda comes over the south 
side of the middle rook on Milgor strand, N.W. by W. ^ W.; a vessel 
wUl then be abreast Melmore spit, and must steer S.S.W. | W. for the 
west foot of Feighan hill, so as to pass about three-quarters of a cable 
west of the high Baj* rock, which will cari7 her over the bar in the best water, 
and through the channel until the hummocky rock on Ballyhoorisky point 
comes between the Bar rocks, or about half a point east of the high Bai* 
rock, when alter course to S.W. ^ W. ; keep these objects in this line of 
dh-ection astern, which will clear the Lenan rock and the shoals on the 
starboard himd and lead to the First narrows ; now steer mid-channel until 
past Dundoan rocks, when haul over towards Annagh point, and run 
along the western shore at three-quarters of a cable distance; when abreast 
of Craunogs point steer for Freagh farm on Rosepenna hill, S.W. J W., 
taking care not to shut in Annagh point, until the chimney of Kinnalargy 
Near (showing above the hill) comes over the south side of the cottage on 
the south shore of Fanny hole, to avoid the spit off the north point of the 
bay. With these marks in line haul into the bay and anchor. To go 
beyond this the assistance of a pilot is indispensable. 
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TIBBB. — It is high water on full and change 

h. m. feet. feet. 

At the Bar at - - - 5 40 Springs rise 11|; neaps 8^ 

Above First narrows, at Fannj 

hole - - - 6 17 „ 9} „ 8 

Above Second narrows, at Sea- 
mount bay - - - 6 44 ,, 7J „ — 

Above Third narrows, at Cranford 

bay - - - 8 3 „ 4 „ 2| 

Spring tides run about 2^ knots in the channel abreast Bar rocks, and 4 
knots in First narrows. If obliged to anchor here, it will be better to do 
so on the western shore, to avoid the strength of the tide. 

At Fanny hole the flood stream continues to run half an hour after high 
water at the Bar, and runs into the Broadwater for nearly 2^ hours after 
high water at the Bar. 

It will readily be understood that the tidal waters cannot pass through the 
several narrows with sufficient rapidity to maintain the level between the 
inner and outer expansions, and consequently there is a fall, or rapid, 
either above or below each of the contractions, according as it is flood or 
ebb tide. 

At the Hassans, where the contraction is greatest, there is a difference 
of nearly a foot and a half in the level, and the stream runs like a 
sluice. The flood stream is particularly dangerous, for having arrived at 
Hassan island, it spreads at right angles to the course of a vessel, rushing 
through tke swatchways and across the banks to the south-east. It is 
therefore essential in navigating this pass to have a commanding fair 
wind. 

TBS COAST between Mulroy bay and the north extreme of Fanad 
point, on the west side of the entrance to Lough Swilly, a distance of 5 
miles in an E. by S. direction, is composed of low reefy points, with inter- 
vening sandy bays, backed by ranges of undulating hills, and is throughout 
foul and dangerous of approach, with reefs lying in some places more than 
half a mile off. With bad weather and on-shore winds it is necessary 
to give it a good berth, as the sea rolls in very heavily upon it. It has 
been already remarked that Horn head tower, kept outside the Frenchman 
rock, clears the Carrickacannon and Rinboy rocks; but although a perfectly 
safe mark in fine weather, it leads too near the shoals when the wind is on 
shore or there is any swell up. At such times they should not be approached 
nearer than to have the highest part of Dunaff head open of Fanad point. 
Small vessels may pass between these rocks and the shore in fine weather, 
but it must not be attempted by a stranger. 

Ballyhieman sandy bay, a mile to the eastward of Ballyhoorisky point. 
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and skirted by sand-hills, is separated from the North water of Mulroj 
lough by an isthmus only a mile across. Near the centre of the bay there 
is a rock with 12 feet water, and between it and Binboy rock the soundings 
are irregular, with from 4^ to 10 fathoms water. 

cmnuir SBSr, a dangerous and extensive shoal, a small part of which 
uncovers at low water, lies If miles to the westward of Fanad lighthouse, 
and runs off to a distance of half a mile from the nearest part of the shore. 
The sandy bay within it is choked with shoals, and must not be approached 
by any vessel. To clear the reef keep the highest part of Dunaff well 
open of Fanad point. 

&OVGB S'WZ&&T, a spacious arm of the sea, from one to three miles 
wide, and penetrating the land 26 miles to its tidal head near the town of 
Letterkenny, affords secure anchorage for a fleet of the largest ships, and 
is the chief refuge harbour for the coasting trade passing round the north 
of Ireland.* 

The entrance is well defined by Fanad lighthouse on the western point, 
and by the bold and lofty headland of Dunaff on the east, bearing from 
each other E.S.E. and W.N.W., 3^ miles distant, with a depth of 20 
fathoms in mid-channel between them, and 10 fathoms to within a short 
distance of either shore. The general depth of the lough is from 10 to 7 
fathoms, on a bottom of sand, or sand and mud ; the latter depth may be 
carried as far up as Fort Stewart, 6 miles above RathmuUan, and 19 miles 
from the entrance. It has ample space for working in or out, and 
few obstacles to its free navigation by night or day ; but there is no 
safe anchorage until Buncrana bay, lying 10 miles within the heads, is 
reached. 

Fanad (more commonly pronounced Fannet) point is low and rocky, but 
the land rises above it in tolerably high hills, and increases in height as we 
proceed up the lough, the mountains on either side presenting a bold and 
majestic appearance. A spit with less than 10 fathoms water extends 
' nearly half a mile N.E. by N. from the lighthouse ; in heavy gales the sea 
breaks on this and the uneven ground adjacent ; and even after the gale 
has subsided the rollers are dangerous, rendering it necessary to give the 
point a wide berth in passing. 

FjaiTAB &IGBT. — ^A circular light- tower, 26 feet high frombase to vane, 
which with the light-keepers' dwellings is painted white, stands on Fanad 
point, and exhibits, at an elevation of 91 feet above high water, a fixed 
light, red to seaward, and white towards the harbour, visible in clear 
weather about 14 miles. 



* See Plan of Lough Swilly, No. 2,697 ; scale, m s 2*17 inches. 
20532. M 
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'.^mwrvLT MQCMB^'ilie principal danger in t&e entrance, lie on the 
"West shore, 1| miles B. f R irom Fanad point ligl^tibouse, and a quaHer <yta 
fSijle fixnn 'Bnmn George, a dark roek,^30^t logh, standing oat from the 
shore abreast. They consist of tvro patches^ Bwilljmere, the' largest and 
i80atbei3uiiost, tmcoyerB at lud£ tide^ ; and is maiiied lij an ^iron perch. 
Swillybeg, ^ cables north of .^the. former, uneovera on last quarter ebb: 
.bf»tir^n i^enk there is a clear pajSisage with 7 fathoms Water; also between 
'^lem i^d Brown Geoirge there is a channel with 6 and 7 &>thoma watef. 
.7^ dear .tiiQm keep Fanad light to.the westwaixi of Nt^.W. until Malin 
head is shut in by Dunaff head ; or keep the summit of KhockiiUa moun* 
tain, or cgiy part of Greenfort island, outside Crabbin point. 

Ballymacstocker bay^ an open sandy bay on the western shore opposite 
Dunree head, affords convenient anchorage for small vessels with the wind 
blowing from the western half of the compass, but, is exposed to the swell 
'rolling up the lough. Large vessels must stand towards it with caution, 
as. it runs flat a long way off, the 5-£a.thom edge of soundings extending 
across the bay between Greenfori; island at itsi north extreme, and 
Saldanha head at its south. 

9JTVAwr BSAJ>» the eastern boundary of the entrance to Lough Swilly, 
«is a bold and high: promoptory, the cliffs rising peipendicularly, on the 
north side to, 60Q feet, and irom 1^0 to 400 feet on the west and soutib, 
with many deep vertical clefts and chasms. The summit of the hUl, which 
is 720 feet above the sea, i^ somewhat round, filling in a very abrupt slope 
to the cliffs. A few large rocks lie along the jnargin of the shore ; and on 
the west side of riDunafi^ facing Fanad point, there is a great mass of rock 
of this description, called Seagull island, connected to the main by a few 
jaggedrocks. .... 

Lenaa head^ the flrst projection of the eastern shore within Dunaff, and 
.2i miles distant from . it, terminate^ in* a bold,cliff neaxly 200 feet high on 
its northern side, and affords p^tial shelter^ to, Lenan bay, where small 
vessels may bring up. with off-«hore winds^ in 4^&thoms water, sandy 
bottom, but exposed to the swell from the ocean. 

Dunree head, lying S.W. | S. 5^ miles from Dunaff head, and, like it, 
standing out in a distinct hill, but much lower, being <mij 308 feet high, 
forms the salient point of the eastern shore. A strong fort on its extreme 
point, in conjunction with Knockalla fort on the opposite shore, commands 
the entrance of the lough. 

The coast between these two heads, Cunaff and Dunree, is firee from 
outlying danger, but foul near the shore, in some places to more than a 
cable's distance. An insulated rock, called the Farmer, 40 feet high, 
stands out a cable from the shore 1;^ miles to the northward of Dunree ; 
and extending tk cable and a half from the south-west point of thp head 
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tbere are three tidal rooks called Dunree SkelligSi whioh uncover between 
laat quarter ebb and low water^ and are cleared by keeping Dunaff extreme^ 
point open. 

From Dunree head the lough takes a S. by E. direction for 4^ miles to 
Buncrana bay, aad is encumbered with' shoals on each shore ; 'but there in^ 
a clear channel between them of a mile in width, with from 6 to 8 fikthonui^ 
water. Muckanish fort tower, standing on the salient point of the western 
shore,. opposite to Buncrana, is conspicuous, and may be seen on a clear 
day when rounding Fanad point. 

^nrsroRT sbojl&s, covering the eastern shore between Duturee head 
fijnd Neds fort at the northern point of Buncrana bay, embrace the 
principal dangers of this part of the lough. For a mile above the head 
there is not less than 14 feet water over the shoals until within a cable from 
the shore ; but the outer edge of this part, called Dunree bar, becomes 
dangerous from its heavy breakers when there is any swell rolling up the 
lough, especially with the ebb tide, which sweeps strongly out of Dunree 
bay and past the head. At such times vessels must keep near the western 
shore, where the water is deep and free from breakers. 

co&PAOB BAirx, the southern part of Linsfort shoals, with from 5 
to 12 feet water, and two rocks standing on it^ the northernmost of which 
covers on spring tides only, and the southern one at last quarter flood, ia 
marked by a black conical buoy with Si white ring moored on its outer edge,, 
in 4 fathoms water, with Linsfort church in line with the north Colpagh 
rock, 3 cables from the latter. The rocky summit of Crocknacashel, in 
line with Stragile point S,S.E. ^ E., clears Colpagh bank in 4 fathonuf, 
while Linsfort church bears to the southward of West ; but with the church 
to the northward of West, this mark leads too close to the bank. The general 
day mark given for clearing Linsfort shoals is to keep the high cliflT 
Binnaweelmore (near Fanad point) in line with Dunree head N. J W., and 
at night Fanad light open of Dunree. But as these marks lead over the 
part called Dunree bar in 21 feet water, large ships must stand towards 
the northern part of the shoals with great caution, approaching them no 
nearer than the depth of 6 fathoms, and not close the marks until abreast 
of or to the southward of Colpagh buoy. 

vnKrrm btwlam9 rocx, with 14 feet water, and marked by 'a bltzck 
buoy, lies half a mile S.W. J S. from the nearest part of Stragill point, 
and nearly 4 cables from the shore abreast. Between them there is a clear 
channel with 6 to 7 fathoms water, the leading mark for which is Rockfort 
house touching Neds fort S. by ^ E., or Linsfort church in line with west 
extreme of StragiU point. The church in line with Linsfort house leads 
outside the rock, and large ships should always pass it on this side. 

N 2 * 
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The western shore between Knockalla point and Muckanish mast be 
approached with caution by large ships. Small vessels maj approach it to 
a cable, until within a mile of the latter, where some detached rocks occur, 
the outermost of which, Bull rock, at a quarter of a mile from the shore, 
covers onlj on spring tides. The dangers in the way of large ships are 
Glenvar spit and Provincial bank. 

O&nvjut syzT, with 3^ fathoms water, is the tail of a flat that 
extends a mile to the southward of Knockalla point, and is 3^ cables 
distant from the shore abreast. The summit of Gollan hill open of 
Muckanish point S. | E. clears it. 

PROVXVCZJUk BAWX, with 4^ fathoms water, lies with its south end 
N.E. ^ N. nearly half a mile from Muckanish fort, from whence it extends 
4 cables in a N. by W. direction, and is only a danger to ships of heavy 
draught, which must not approach it into less than o^ or 6 fathoms water. 

axircxAvzsB spzt and sjL&TPdiivs BAVX. — ^From Muckanish 
point, towards Hathmullan 3 miles distant, the shore runs shallow, the flats 
extending three-quarters of a mile off from the south side of the point, in 
Muckanish spit and Saltpans bank. The former is marked by a red conical 
buoy, moored in 3 fathoms on the end of the spit, but the buoy serves as 
a guide for small vessels only, as the Saltpans bank, with from 3^ to 4 
fathoms water runs out half a mile to the south-east of it. Vessels of heavy 
draught bound up to BathmuUan must be careful to avoid this bank by 
not standing into less than 6 fathoms water towards it. The summit of 
Leharden hill in line with Lamb head N.W., clears the north-east edge 
of Saltpans bank. Linsfort church in line with the east side of Linsfort 
house, leads to the eastward of it ; and Hathmullan fort tower well open of 
BathmuUan trees, clears its south edge, and also leads to the southward 
of Kinnegar spit. 

SLzmraGjaB sprr, marked by a red conical buoy moored in 4 fathoms 
water, forms the continuation of the shoals covering] this shore. At 
a cable and a half inside the buoy the bank dries, from whence its outer 
edge runs in a direction a little outside Hathmullan pier. 

zircB zs&AirD and SBOAJbS.^-Inch island, lying opposite to Hath- 
mullan, and of considerable area^ is now connected with the eastern shore 
by embankments. Its rocky summit, of 720 feet elevation, surmounted 
by a cairn, is plainly visible from the entrance of the lough. 

The south-east shore of the lough between Buncrana bay and Inch island 
is covered by shallows extending half way across to the opposite shore, 
their outer edge, running in nearly a straight line between Buncrana castle 
and the north-west side of Inch island, is steep-to and marked by two 
conical buoys, coloured blcmk with a tohite ring ; one off the north-east 
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end of Inch spit moored in 7 fathoms water, and the other off the north 
elbow of Inch flats in 8^ fathoms water. The pilots' mark for clearing 
these shoals is not to ,open the passage between Eagle rock and the 
shore so much as to see the water between them. Eagle rock is a 
grey-topped rock jnst detached from the north* west point of Inch island, 
not easily made out by a stranger. A distant mark for the same, 
when above Carrickcullion rock, is to keep Barnanmore, a remarkable pap 
rising on the north slope of Slieve Snaght, in line with the west side of 
Buncrana castle ; this will also clear the two-fathom edge of Ballynakilly 
shoals on the east side of the entrance to Letterkenny channel. 

MZDD&a XKOUm is a very small detached bank of 4 fathoms (pro- 
bably sand on rock), surrounded by depths of 6 to 8 fathoms, lying on 
the east side of the] channel opposite to Kinnegar spit, and half a mile 
N. by W. J W. fix)m Carrickcullion rock. Kathmullan church and manor- 
bouse in line, W. by S. J S., leads just to the northward of it. 



is the anchorage to which men-of-war osually 
resort, for the convenience it oSers of communicating with Derry by 
rail, and consequent facility for obtaining supplies of all kinds, but 
Kathmullan road affords much better shelter, and should be preferred 
during the winter months. The best anchorage for large ships in Bun- 
crana bay, is with Neds battery bearing East half a mile . distant, in 7 
fathoms, muddy bottom ; but vessels may anchor in any convenient berth 
according to their draught of water, the depths decreasing gradually 
towards the shore to the southward, where it runs flat a long way off. 

To obtain water here is a tedious process ; the watering-place being 
exposed to the swell that rolls into the lough it is not always that 
the boats can work. The best landing is in the southernmost of the two 
rivers that discharge themselves into the lough at either end of the town ; 
but at low water, and with north-west gales, it often happens that landing 
is impracticable. 



JkAX ROjflLii affords far better shelter than Buncrana bay, 
for with heavy north-west gales the water here is quite smooth, while at 
Buncrana the sea may be running very high. On this account small vessela 
generaUy anchor off the town of Eathmullan, in from 7 to 8 fathoms water, 
or further out, towards Ejunegar head, perfectly sheltered against all 
winds and sea. They may also anchor anywhere in the channel to the 
south-west of Kinnegar spit, where there is ample space for a large fleet 
to lie in perfect security at all seasons, and depths sufficient for ships of the 
greatest draught. 

Kathmullan has a small pier, with 12 feet water near its outer end at 
springs, with a ferry to Fahan on the opposite shore, whence there is corn- 
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The entraiice to the creek, Ijbig between Inch spit and 




rock, htm a bar with 10 jfeet water, but aoon mereases to 3 and 4 firthoms in 
die channd, with an sreragewiddi of 800 feet between the dry banks; at 
the narrowest part below Binnaraw point it is €00 feet wid& A &w 
baojs are much required to mark the channel ; in their absence no intel- 
iigiblo direetions ean be gtren for it; and as it is higfafy ]Robable that 
changes maey take ]daoe in eonseqnenee of theembankments^ the assistanea 
of a local pilot is necessary for its navigatioiu 



r stands on the south bank of the Leannon river, 3 miles 
above Whale head* The channel winds through extensive banks of mud 
and 0and« Vessels of 10 feet draught may proceed up it to the quay, at 
high water springs, which have a rise here of only 8^ feet. The services 
of a pilot arc neccssarj. 

Letterkonny channel carries a considerable depth as far up as Fort 
Stewart mansion, or about d| miles above Whale head. Above this it 
becomes shallow and intricate^ requiring intimate local knowledge for its 
navigation. At the Port of Lctterkenny the water does not begin to rise 
until it is luilf flood at RathmuUan, and rises 8^ feet on springs. 



IS. — It is liigh water on full and change at RathmuJlan pier at 
5\u 42 m. Springs rise 12| feet; neaps, 9 feet. The spring ebb runs 
2^ knots off the pier-head, where it is strongest. In Buncrana bay the 
strength of the tide is more moderate. 

BHUiOTXOirs. — YossoIa approaching Lough Swillj from the westwai*d 
muHt bo careful to avoid the Limebumer rock, p. 187. Coming from this 
.diix^ction the ontrunco does not o][)en until it boars nearly South, but is 
oaitlly iiiHtinguiithcd by the lighthouse on Fanad point, and the bold head- 
land Df Dunaif to tlio eastward of it. 

« 

Vowol« frt>m the eastward, working up to lough Swilly with westerly 
wiuds> should bo caiH>f\il not to stand too far into Trawbreaga bay, that is, 
within the linos of the headlands of Malin and Dunaff, for if the swell 
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should be heavy, and the winds were to fall light, it would set them into 
the baj, and oblige them to anchor, which, if possible, should be avoided. 
In rounding Fanad lighthouse, if there is much swell on, give it a good 
berth, keeping near the middle of the lough to avoid the rollers ; and when 
approaching Dunree head, keep the western shore on board to clear the 
breakers on Dunred bar.' -The position of the Swllly rocks when covered 
is marked bj the perch on the South rock; but it is seldom that the 
sea does not break on them. The course from the middle of the entrance 
is S. 3. W^^ about '6^ wHes to the first narrows i^reast of Dunree fort, 
and from that to the anchor^. off ^uncrana S. by E. 5 miles. There 
is ample room for working in or out by attending to the directions 
already given for avoiding the shoals along each shore, and a ship 
may ^anchor in any part of the fair navigable channel to wait for tide. 
Having passed Buncrana, the channel takes a S.W. by W. direction, and 
becomes contracted to little more than half a mile in width between Inch 
fiats and the shoals covering Bathmullan shore. But there is nothing to 
prevent a vessel provided with the Admiralty chart of the lough, and 
conducted wiUi ordinary -seamanship,, from running for ..the anchorage off 
Bathmullan in any weather. Beyond ^is, however, the services of a 
pilot are desirable. 

TRJL'WBMMa.OA x/LT, lying between. Dunaff head and Malin head, 
bearing from each other E.N.E.-and W.S.W. 6f miles distant, and about 3 
miles deep, is open to westerly and northerly wimis, and to the whole swell 
of the Atlantic, and is therefore, unsafe to anchor in, even for a tide. The 
water is deep, there being from 15 to 18 fathoms, throughout the greater 
part of it, though close in under Glashedy islandj and at the entrance of 
Trawbreaga lough, there are no more than 4 or 5 fathoms*; but the position 
ia equally unsafe for anchorage.* 

Glashedy island, lying 8^ miles S.S.W. ^ W. from Malin head, is small 
and rocky, of 120 feet elevation, and surrounded by dangerous rocks and 
breakers to 6 cables distance. . 

Trawbreaga loagh, to the eastward of the inland, is. nearly dry at low 
water ; and at high water, with westerly gales, the swell breads heavily 
into the entrance, and on the Bar, where there are only 5 feet at low water. 
The western side of the entrance is distinguished by several small sand- 
hills, and Glashedy island lying" off th^m. The channel -runs on this side, 
about a cable from the rocky cliff that bounds the sandy shore, and has not 
more than 2} fathoms up .to the low sandy point on the western side of 
Doagh island, under which small craft may find shelter in 2^ fathoms at 
low water. - - - • 



♦ See Plan :— Kinnagoe bay to Danaff head. No. 2,81 1 ; scale, m « 2 Inches. 
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